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-LETTER I. 

Dear Sir',' ' '. "fctflai, Sept. 16, i;g/' 

YOU flatter me exceedingly by laying 
that you with tb'hear frequently from 
me during the.tour.which I propofe to make 
in the provipce of Holland. I fear -it will 
not be in my power to fend you fuch ac r 
counts of fhfi ftate of that Country, as you 
will think fatisfaftory. Permit me however 
to detain you. a little, with telling you what 
my views are in undertaking this journey^ 
and what you may expect from my cor- 
B refpondenCe, 
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. refpondence. . You will then be able to judge, 
whether it is worth while to be troubled 
with it, or not ; and I will proceed, or de- 
lift, according to your orders. 

Being difappointed, as you know, in iny 
intention of vifiting Drefden and Vienna, I 
thought I could not poffibiy employ my 
leifure in a better manner, than in being an 
eye-witnefs to the interefting fcenes which 
are going on in the Low Countries. I ao* 
cordingly came here about ten days "ago, and 
fhould be well pleafed to continue longer in 
this place, if I did not feel more defiroua of 
acquiring the heft information, with regard 
to what is likely to happen in a neighbouring 
country. Such information, I am certain', 
can only be obtained by being prefcnt at -the 
interefting moment. Laft night I received a 
copy of the Duke of Brunfwick's Manircfto, 
by which it appears, that the States of Hoi* 
land have finally refufed to give the King of 
Pruflia the fatisfa&ion he demands, for 
the infult offered to his Sifter. I imagine 1 

the 
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the Pruffian troops are at this moment od 
the territory of the Republic, and I fhall 
lofe no time in going to the fcene of a&ion. 
My route will be determined by the events 
which take place in Holland. The great 
object of ray journey is to obtain as perfect 
a knowledge as poffible of what happens in 
that country, and a general idea of the fen* 
tiinents of its inhabitants. Such being my 
views, you muft riot be furprifed, if I em- 
ploy! no part of my time in looking at Pic* 
turcsor at Churches. The Organ .at Har* 
lptri, and the Stadthoufe at Amfterdarri, will 
be equally neglected in ray letters ; and you 
iinu ft- apply to a different Correspondent, if 
Jgo*i vim for a defcription of a Dutch gar- 
den*: or the method of travelling in a Treck* 
fchuyte. Thefe, however, are objects irt 
which you interefl: yourfelf as little as 1 do ; 
but when I attempt to ipeak of things of a , 
different kind, allow rile to aft, What caii 
you expect from me ? A perfori unacquainted 
with tactics, is td give ah account of mi- 
litary operations j aiid One unconnected 
-.•;' B 2 with 
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with Statefmen, Is. to write of political 
events. This being the cafe, I need not 
claim your indulgence with regard to the im- 
perfections that you will find in my letters* 

Truth and accuracy are the recommenda- 
tions, by which a perfon thusfituated, fhould 
endeavour to make amends for fo great de- 
feats. With regard to .theft, I can venture 
to aflure you, that I will fpare no pains ; 
but I am fully fenfible of the difficulty of 
my undertaking. The ftory of the Second 
Volume of Sir Walter Raleigh's Hlftory is 
always prefent to my recollection. I am 
perfectly aware, that I mall converfe with 
perfons whofe minds are heated by ftrong 
paffions, and whofe judgements are warped 
by yet ftronger prejudices. When I reflect 
how difficult it was, in June 1780, to ob- 
tain true information at the Weft End of 
Loudon, with regard to what was going on 
in the City; I cannot but be fenfible of 
the diffidence with which I muft lifter), at 
4 the 
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the Hague, to accounts of ' tranfactious at 
Leaden. 

't intend' therefore- to- confine myfelf 
as much as poflible to thofe circum- 
ftances, of the truth of which I am cer- 
tain, from the evidence of my own fenfes. 
This I (hall do, though I know it is at- 
tended with one inconvenience ; I mean, 
that it leads too much to Egotifm. Where- 
ever I mention having received information 
from good authority,- you may be fure that 
it is fromfuch evidence as would fecure my 
verdidt in a Court of Juflice. On other oc- 
cafions I fhall mention my own doubts, if I 
have any ; and mail, as much as poflible, 
avoid filling .my letters with ftories, which 
probably are little better than fables. 

In Holland I fhall have opportunities of 
converting with perfons on both fides of 
the queflion, with whom I was acquaint- 
ed when I formerly viiited that country, 
B 3 or 
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or to whom 1 have now procured good in* 
traductions. With thefe intentions, and 
with thefe means of obtaining information, 
I defign to-morrow evening to ftt out tor 
Bk-'o. 



* 
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LETTER II. 



Dear Sir, tiorcum, Sept. 18, 1787. 

I LEFT Bruffels yefterday afternoon, and 
this morning I arrived at Breda foon after the 
gates were opened. Not long before I entered 
the town , an account was received that Utrecht 
had been abandoned by the Patriots, and 
that Gorcuin bad furrendered. to the Pruffian 
Forces. 

I found the Greets filled with people, im- 
patient to learn the particulars of what had 
happened. A confiderable number of fu- 
gitives were juft arrived, moft of whom 
were going towards Antwerp. I con- 
verfed a good deal with one of them, who 
was a peribu of fome confeqqence, juft 
come from Gorcum. This perfon informed 

i . B 4 me, 
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me, that the Town was bombarded in a 
dreadful manner; that it was almoft de- 
ftroyed; that the Pruffians had plundered 
it ; and that it would by no means be 
advifeable to 'go thereT Such 'was the ac- 
count of one who was juft arrived from th« 
fceneof a&iori, and had been, an eye-witnefs 
of what he related. 

As foon as I could procure horfes, which, 
from the numbers that were going to the" 
South, it was not eafy-todo, I continued 
my journey. As you are acquainted with 
the condition of the Dikes, in this part of 
Holland, in wet weather, you will not be 
furprifed at my faying, that I employed 
great part of the day in travelling from 
Breda to this place. 

I came, howeve'r,' with as much expedition 
as the frate of the roads 1 would admit ; but 
the heavy rains which Tiad fallen during the 
Jaft two days had made diem fo deep, that it 
was irnpofiible for my 'carriage to advance 
" ■■ above 
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above three 'miles an \iovtr.- The fame cir- 
cumftance mult undoubtedly have rendered 

* the march of the Pruflian army extremely 
difficult ; but fuch difficulties, I am told, 
ferve only to excite the , General and bi» 

4 troops to greater exertions. 

My journey this day was, in fome reipefls. 
very curious. I find $hat, .m this, part of 
Holland, the Stadtholder has a. great many- 
friends, and the common people are in .gene* 
■raj well- withers to his caufe. In moft of thet 
villages through which I pafled, I faw 
every body bufily employed, in fixing orange 
flags on the fteeples of the churches, and 
orange-coloured ornaments both on .their- 
boufes and. perfons. In fome places how- 
ever, the fcene was very different; I pafled 
through one village, where the countenances 
of all the inhabitants, expreffed the uimoft 
terror and difappomtment. Tl>ey flocked, 
about my carriage,, -to know if I coitld give 
them any news of the approach of the French 
iirmy ; and upon my anfwering that they had 
" ' • ' nothing 



« by Google 



( «> ) 

nothing to expect from that quarter, they 
returned dejected to their houfes. 

About {even o'clock I arrived at Gorcum ; 
and I found this town, which I had heard 
was burnt, plundered, and deftroyed ; illu- 
minated from one end to the other. The 
(beets are full of people, tinging ballads in 
pratte of the Prince of Orange ; and every 
thing has the appearance of a place delivered 
from a liege, rather than a town taken by the 
enemy. As fbon as I arrived, I waited on 
the Governor ; who informed me, that the 
Duke of Brunfwick is at Tienhoven, about 
fourteen miles from Gorcum. As I found it 
would be impoffible to wait on his HIghnefs 
this evening, I pafled feme time with the 
Commandant. He told me, that the Pa- 
triots fired at the officer who fummoned the 
place, but that only five (hells were thrown, 
and only eleven cannon difcharged, before 
the town furrendered. One of the (hells fet 
fire to a houfe and deftroyed it; a fecond 
(lightly damaged another houfe ; and a third 
blew up a windmill. No perfon was either 
killed 
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killed or wounded, nor was any part of the 
town pillaged by the ioldiers. This was the 
whole of the mifchief; and this, as. I have 
told you, was magnified into a ftory of the 
e'lty being plundered and deftroyed. 

P f S. The fecond flicll that was thrown, 
having jet fire to a houfe in Gorcum, Mr, 
Capelle, the Governor of the place, was com- 
pelled by the inhabitants, to hang out a 
white flag. He then propofed to capitulate ; 
but was obliged to furrender at discretion. 
Odrcum being thus at the mercy of the 
Duke of Brunfwkk, his Highnefs gave an 
Gaily proof of the ufe which he intended to 
tnake of his power, by taking care, that 
neither the perfons nor property of the inha- 
bitants fhould be injured by the Pruflian 
foldiera. 
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LETTER UI, 



Dear Sir,. Mocrkirk, Sept. i 9 , 1787; 

. THE Commanding Officer at Gorcum 
having given me an order ,to have the gates, 
opened whenever I pleafe'dp I let put on 
horfeback before day-light, and arrived at 
the head quarters of the Duke of Brunfwick 
about feven o'clock. 

Were I to name the place where an ex- 
ample might be feen of the meaning of the 
word A&drefs t I fhpuld immediately mention 
Tienhoven. This is all that I can fay to. 
you at prefent ; to-morrow I {hall probably 
have more to write upon this fubjeQ:. .In 
the mean time I Ihatl detain you with one of 
a different kind. I came back from Tien" 
hoven to Meet kirk', in order to fend a letter • 
to Bruflels. This I have done ; but- before I 
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'return "to 1 the head quarters, I wifti to give 
you an account of the appearance of this 
place. 

I mentioned in my laft letter the public re-* 
joicingsatGorcum. HerelEndthefame marks of 
contentment, carried to a ftill greater height: 
I find myfelf furrounded by people almoft 
wild' with joy. Soon after I got to the little 
inn where I am now writing, many of the 
inhabitants of the village came to me, pre- 
senting me with orange ribbons, and offering 
to- do me any fervice in their power. I was 
fo little confcious of being entitled to their 
Services, that I could hardly imagine to what 
caufe this Could be owing. At laft I difco- 
vered that "my guide had' told them, I wag 
an Englith gentleman, who . Jiad been very- 
early in the morning with the Duke of 
Brunfwick, arid was going back to dine with 
his Highnefs. 'ftiis has been fufficient to re~ 
commend me to all the inhabitants of Meer- 
kirk. 

Were 
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' Were I to allow my felf to form a judge-* 
ment of Holland from the appearance of 
Gorcum and this place* I fhould Imagine 
that few Princes were more beloved than the 
Stallholder. When I go further to the 
Weftward, I fuppofe I mall view a very dif- 
ferent picture. After enjoying this fcene a 
good while, and I know no greater enjoy- 
ment than feeing multitudes made happy ; I 
ordered horfes to be got ready, and am now 
preparing to return to Ttenhdven*. 

P. S. It was with the greateft diifcculjty 
that I was able to perfuade the people ait 
Meerkirk, to allow mi: to pay for my bixakfai| 
or my horfes : they wifhed to fupply me 
gratis with every thing I wanted* 

* I hope that En what I have faid in this and Tome ether 
lctteri, I lhall not be ftippofed to mean any thing more thaw 
to defcribe the appearance of the populace. A traveller is 
tuning through a country cannot form a judgement of pen 

fons of a different daft. 



LETTER 



« by Google 



( *5 ) 



LETTER IV. 



DjtAR Sl», Tienlwfen, Septa*, 1787. 

Y O U muft not expect that 1 fhould give 
you a foldier's defctiptkm of the Prufiian 
army. I attempt nothing of that kind, but 
ihall confine myfelf to fuch fubje&s, as plain 
common fenfe will enable any perfon to un- 
derftand, and defcribe. 

I returned fromMeerkirk toTienhoven about 
one o'clock. The greateft part of the Pruf- 
iian troops were in the village of Ameiden, 
at- a fmall diftance from the head quarters of 
the Duke. His Highnefs was gone to Schoon- 
hoven, where he had ordered a bridge of 
pontons to be thrown acrofs the river Leek. 
I aroufed myfelf very well with viewing an 
army, 
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army, in the fliccefs of which I confider the 
intereft of my own country, as very effen- 
tially concerned. Nothingfurprifed me more, 
than the extreme civility with which I was 
treated by every perfon whom I-fpoke-to. I 
fgarcely imagined that, in a Prufliau army, 
foch attentiou would have been paid to one 
who was not recommended by wearing an 
uniform.- 

All Was joy and triumph among the 
trofops. ' Hitherto their fuccefs had exceeded 
their utmoft expectations. Hardly an hour 
pafled, without an exprefs arriving, with 
the news of fome place that had furrendcred 
to a Pruffian detachment, or fome town in 
which 2 revolution bad been effected in fa- 
vour. o£ the Stadthoider. The. Duke re* 
turned from Schoouhoven about four o'clock; 
when, juft as he was going to dinner, an 
officer arrived, who brought an account that 
the Orange Flag was already flying at the 
Hague; that the States of Holland had re- 
fill ved to reftore the Prince to all the digr 
nioos of his office ; and that his Highnefs, 
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in coafequence of thek invitation, intended 
to leave Utrecht, and was to arrive that night 
at Schoonhoven. , " . 

I never was more afle&ed than with the 
Duke of Bnmfwick's behaviour at this ia- 
terefling moment. He hoped that fuch a 
revolution would take place s but, I believe 1 , 
he fcarcely expefted it would happen lb 
fooo. After inquiring at what o'clock it 
was probable the Prince would be at Schoon- 
hoven, he fat down tb table ; but the news 
which he had juft received, would not allow 
his attention to be fixed on any trifling ob- 
ject* 1 confefs that, in forae refpects, I was 
in a fimilar fituation, for as long as his High- 
nefs was prefent, my attention was entirely 
fixed upon him. 

t never beheld the Sovereign Prince*, the 
General, and the Gentleman* fo perfectly 
united. Without defcending improperly from 
the dignity of his own rank* theutmoft po> 
litenefc was vifible in his manner of fpeakuig 
to every pcrfon ; and tto one, I am pen* 
C fuaded, 
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luaded, wiut from bis prelence, without an 
earneft defire of executing his orders accord- 
ing to his wiflhes. There is oue circumftance 
which appears to give the Duke particular 
fatisfa&ion ; it is, that not one Pruflian has 
hitherto been killed, wounded, or taken prr- 
.fbuer, except an officer who was (lightly 
hurt at Uytermeer. 

As fbon as dinner was over, the Duke 
mounted his horfe, and fet out to meet the 
Prince of Orange at Schoonhoven. After his 
Highnefs was gone, I went to pafs the even- 
ing with two BritiOi officers, who are vo- 
lunteers In the Pruflian army, and were kind 
-enough to allow me to lhare their cottage and 
their frraw.- 

I fliall now mention fome circumftances^ 
of which you probably will not be informed 
by the public papers. The Pruffiaa. army 
is divided into three columns, of which 
thc.firft, under General Lottum, marched 
to the North of Utrecht, and entered Hol- 
-land near Hilverfum. The center .column 
5 pn>- 
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proceeded in two diviGbns* one on the North, 
and one on the South fide of the Leek. Thti 
former was commanded by General Waldcck, 
the latter by General Gaudi. The third co- ■ 
lumn, under the command of the Duke, came' 
ByNfmeguen andT*ielto'Afpereni and, after 
taking Gorcum 1 , advanced to Niewpcort,- and? 
has this day crofted the Leek at Schooii- 
hbveh*. 

The Workmen who Were employed 1 iri fhli 
part of the Province to break the dikes, and 

Inundate the country* had not time to effect 
tneir purpofe ; but were feized or driven 
atfray by the Pruffian Huffars. 

The garrifori of Utrecht, fearing they 
£hould be furrourided on all fides, and their 
communication with Holland be cut ofij 

* The Pruttlan amy, when it entered Gueldci land, con- 
fifted of 35 battalions of infantry, and jj Squadrons of ca- 
iraliy. Three of thefe battalions were left at Nimeguen, _ 
ArvbctDj and the borders of Ovuryffel. ' The number of 
effeftive mell which eriteied Holland, rather exceeded 18000. 
The train of artillery confifted of 16 fix pounders, 8 twelve 
pouudart* and 3 ten inch howitzers. - » 

Q %■ abandoned 
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abandoned the town on the night of the 

The divifion of the Pruflian army under 
General Lottum appears to have completely 
effected one purpofe for which it was in- 
tended, which was, by approaching Amfterdam, 
to alarm the Patriots with regard to the fafety 
, of that city, and prevent them from furaifti- 
ing affiftance to their affociates, in other parts 
of the;province. 

I do not. recoiled to have ever heard a 
more remarkable inftance of general panick 
having feized a nation, than that which now 
takes place in Holland. Niewpoort and 
Schoonhoven, which from their fituation were 
capable of a long defence, were abandoned 
without firing a (hot ; and the fame has been 
the cafe with other ftrong fortrefles. The 
rapid progrefs of the Duke's army has been 
well calculated to tncreaie the terror of the 
Patriots *. The march of the Pruffians may 
well 

■* In confcquence of this panick the Province of Holland 

was qvcrpin in a few days, no place making any refinance 
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well be called rapiJ^ for the detachment- . 
which yefterday took pofleffiou of Schoon- 
hoven, had eroded three great rivers, and 
marched 55 leagues in Teven days, notwith- 
standing the Situation of the roads, which 
were rendered very deep by the violent rains 
that had fallen on the 16th and 1 7th. 

During this .time the army did not halt' 
one day ; and the Duke of Briinfwick, as 
well as the common foldiers, wasexpofed to 
*ll the inclemencies of the weather. Ycu 
will readily conceive that the panick which 
has feized the Patriots mull have been very 
great, when I tell you, that although the 
Pruilians have taken near 400 pieces of can- 
non, and about 600 pri Toners, they do not 
know of more than eight Dutchmen who 
have been killed. The truth is, the^have 



but Amflerdam, where, from Ht remote firnation, the Pa- 
triot* had time to recover from the firfl impreffion of terror- 
Had the Duke of Bnmfwick, after taking Gorcum, loft 
but a few dayi, the event of the campaign might have been 
wry different. 
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every wjiere fled or furrendered. I mu$, 
.Jiowever, take notice of one circumftance, 
.which has contributed, in a great degree to 
the facility with which the Prufiians have 
advanced- I am told that the friends of the 
Stadtholder are mucb^. more numerous than 
I imagined ; and, now fhat they find they 
pan be fupported, they have exerted them.? 
pelves in many places; ^nd {hewn very plainly 
that nothing but fear had made them fuhmit 
fo their late Governors. The Patriots, at- 
tacked by a powerful force from without, 
and by a powerful party within the Provin.ce, 
feem totally deprived. of the means of mak- 
ing refiftance ; and I believe, there .is great 
.teafon to expe&, that, without further dif- 
ficulty, the Pruffians will be received in. 
every place in the Province of flollarid, ex- 
cept -the ftrong town qf.Naarden, and the 
city of Amfterdam. 
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t E T T E R 



DeAB. SlB, Utrecht, Nov. ij, 17ft;. 

I MENTIONED in a former letter that 
Utrecht was abandoned on the night of the 
1.5th of September. As this Jofs was the 
grit ftep which led to the overthrow of the 
Patriotic caufe, I think you will not be dif- 
pleafcd at receiving an account of fbme par- 
ticulars relating to it* 

You know that when the Pruflian forces 
entered the territories of the Republic, the. 
Stadtholder was encamped with 3500 men 

* Thii letter wa» not written till the middlcof November, 
when I had fpent focne time in Utrecht. 1 have inserted if 
in thk place, as the event that it relate* happened' before 1 
flwfe which are mentioned in the following letter*,. 

C 4 at 
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at Seift, a fmall village about five miles from 
Utrecht. His advanced poft was at the Bilt, 
three miles nearer to that city. Some works 
had been thrown up at thefe places which were 
fufficient to prevent the garrifbn of Utrecht 
from making any imprefliou on the Stallhol- 
der's army ; but, on the other hand, that army 
was by no means equal to an attack on the. city. 
Several flu nni flies had taken place, and the 
Bilt was frequently cannonaded by detach- 
ments from the town ; but neither of the 
parties was fufficiently ftrong to effect any 
thing decifive ; and there is great reafbn to 
imagine, that if no foreign power had in- 
terfered, things would have remained in 
nearly the fame fituation, till the ap- 
proach of winter had rendered it impofiible 
for the army at Seift to keep the field. The 
friends of the Stadtholder in this Province 
would then have been placed in a very criti- 
cal fituation; but it is needlels to confider 
what might have happened in that cafe, 
fince a very different turn was foon given, to 
the affairs of Utrecht. 

I have 
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1 have already mentioned that the Patriots 
had fpared neither trouble nor ezpence in 
fortifying this city. As I am not of the mi- 
litary profeflion, I hope you will excufe me 
if 1 do not attempt to defcribe the fortifica- 
tions, or give any opinion with regard to their 
conftrudiou. I (hall only mention a few 
circurnftances -which cannot efcape the no- 
tice of an obferver, who is in any degree at- 
tentive, Utrecht is a very -large town, and 
the old ramparts are little calculated to refill 
an enemy. As the extent of the city ren- 
dered it difficult to furround it with new 
intrench meats, the Patriots exerted their ut- 
moft abilities to fortify it on. the Baft fide, 
which lay moft expofed to the Stadtholder's 
army. They thought that - to the weftward 
they had little reafon to "fear an attack, as 
they were at that time in- atttance with the; 
province of Holland. 

The works were erected according to the 
directions of French engineers, and were 
iupplied . with a large train of artille- 
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iyt t The number of perfooi' who bbre 
•rim* in the city was not Ids than .ten thou*- 
fyoA, but few of thefe". were regular troops.- 



* Account of cannon found hi tl>e city of Utrecht, and 
the avowing work* of the patriot!, _- - 

Brafs Cannon. 

34 Pounder* - ■ 




J 3 Inch, Mortars, 
6 

6 Inch Howitzer?* 
6 Inch Jron Mortars* 



Ia thii account are sot included foroe pieces of ordaanae 
which were found in the advanced polls. If thefe were 1 
added, the whole number would amount 10 nearly ioo. 



Fronj 
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From all this it appears;;. fhat the Patriots 
considered Utrecht 3sa jplape of the greatest 
importance ; b,ut; in every ..flwafure, whicji 
they adopted for its defence, they feem $o 
h,ave entertained op fear of 311 attack except 
frpm the army of th,e ■ Stadtholder. Th^y 
knew that the town was rendered fufficien.tjy 
ftrpng to refift the efforts of his troops, arid 
-tjiey cqnftantjy declared,, that they woujd 
.furrende.r it tp no enemy, as long as these 
was the fmaUeft pqffibility of defending it. 
,In this reiblutjon the Patriots periiiled till 
fhe evening flf the 15th .of September. I 
wilh I were equal to the tafk of describing 
the event of the following night. About fix 
o'clock in the afternoon, a gentleman arrived 
at Utrecht, from Wyk-X>tte.;fted.e, with the 
news of a Bruffian detachment having en- 
tered that place. This . .g<rn.tleraan, inform,- 
ed me, that (carce, any perfp,n wjQii^d believe 
what he told them, and. rapft people ima- 
gined that the troops he had teen* were r»o 
pthers than. fame pi the Quelderland fol- 
diers, .who had m ?dp an. incyrfion. into the 
province of Utrecht. Whatever might be 

the 
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the intentions of the leading prrfons in the 
city, he affured me, that at feven o'clock 
none of the "inhabitants had the leaft idea 
that there was any likelihood of its being 
evacuated. This gentleman, with whom I 
converted a good deal, being perfuaded the 
Pruflians would in a few hours attack the 
city, took with, him whatever he had that 
was of moil value, and at nine o'clock let 
out for Amfterdam, leaving Utrecht in per- 
fect tranquillity. I was informed by another 
perfon of my acquaintance, that between 
eleven and twelve o'clock authentic intelli- 
gence was received, that the Pruflian troops, 
under General Lottum, had advanced to 
Amersford ; and that General Waldeck had 
taken poffeflion of Wyk-Duerftede: a Council 
was Immediately called. TheRhingrave of Salm 
repreiented, in ftrong terms, the defencelefs 
fituation of Utrecht on the Weft fide, and 
the danger to which it would be expofed, if 
the Pruflians fhould advance fo as to cut off 
die communication between the city and 
the Province of Holland. Terror now fuc- 
eeeded to confident fecurity. The Pa- 
triots, 
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triots, without Waiting to fpike the cannon, 
and without obferving any order in their re- 
treat, began to evacuate the town loon after 
midnight. Every man, took care of himfelf 
and bis own concerns, and- the public le- 
carity was totally neglecred. Moll of the 
troops, andrthe chief perfons of the party, 
retired to Amfterdam, and the road to that 
place exhibited a (bene which it would -fa* 
difficult to deienbe. Tbofe. who could pn>v 
cure boats, carriages, or horfes, thought 
themfelves fortunate. TJiofe who could get 
none of them followed, on foot, carrying dn 
their hands, or on their fhonlders, whatever 
they had been able to bring with them. The 
greater part of the fugitives .took the fame 
road as their leaders, but many retired to 
other cities and villages of Holland ; and, as 
you will readily believe, carried confuuonand- 
pankk wherever they went. 

In the mean time the change which took 
place in Utrecht was lb (iirjden, and Co great, 
as to appear to be the work of enchantment. 
Before five o'clock in the morning of the 16th 

of 



Digitize by Google 



(• f ) I 

<*f September, the Patriots had completely eva> 
Ouated the town. The frrendd of the Sfadt- 
holder* during the gfeateft part 6f the night, 
remained quiet iii their houfes ; but, as fooh 
aa.lt wis light* a gentleman of my acquaint" 
ante, frdm whom I received this" account, 
went into the ftreet, and found that all the 
auxiliary troops had' quirted the town. He 
few many of the armed Burghers, and the' 
lawer clalV of the Patriots, who, not know- 
ing whereto fly, remained -{till la Utrecht, 
Several of thefe people wei'e breaking their 
mufketi, and expreffing' the utmoft relent*' 
ment againft thofe who had abandoned them j' 
and the atmoA defpair as to their own fitu- 
ation: Many of them applied td the gen* 
ttarian who told me the iroryi ahd afked* 
him what they Iheuld do. He gave them the 
beft advice that could be given in the preTenf 
ftate of affairs, which was, to thro w away their 
arms, and retire quietly to their houfes. 

SdOH afterward this gentleman, with two ot 
thte* of his friend?, went out of the town to 

1 - : - inform 
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inform the Stadtholder of what hid happetiedi 
So little idea was entertained in his army of 
the evacuation of Utrecht, that almoft every- 
one who was told of it, fufpetled the whole to 
be a plot formed by the Patriots, to draw themi 
into an ambufcade. One of the firit peifons 
that came into the town was an Engbttt 
officer, who a&ed as a volunteer in the adi 
vanced poll at the Bila This officer entered 
Utrecht with fix foldiera ; he found trie gate's 
open, and the fortifications abandoned. He 
looked' round him, and examined the ffate 
of thofe places with regard to which any 
fufpicion could be entertained. Even when 
this Was done, and when he returned to 
the army, and made his report of what he 
had feen in the town, both officers and. foi* 
diers. When they came to take rxjflefrion of 
it, were ftrongly imprefled with the idea of 
treachery of fome kind or other. As Com 
as the troops appeared, the inhabitants who 
were of the Orange party came out of their 
froufes, Orange flags were difptayed in every 
ftreet of the city ; and, in a fhort timenc* 
v 'body 
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body was to be feen without fome mark of 
that colour. 

About noon the Stadtholder entered the 
town, and was received with the greateft de- 
monstrations of joy, by thofe who wereattacheri 
to his. party. Their number was confiderable, 
though? it was not equal to what it was in 
many places in the province of Holland. 
The, Patriots who remained quiet in their 
x houfes, were, not molefted by their, .conque- 
rors : the States of the Province .returned 
from Amersford to the capital, and Utrecht* 
V *°° n 

.* It appears from this account, that the fate Df Utrecht is 
in great mealtire to b« afcribed to the admirable diliribiition 
of the Pru{£an Forces. It was the march of the two column* 
•f the army,- wider General Lottum and General Watdeck, 
which alarmed the gairifon, on account of the danger of 
being fnirounded. Thelofa of Utrecht was attended with 
very important confequences. A general fpirit of diftruit 
tfiokplacc among the Patriotl; many imagined they war* 
betrayed, and almoft all were convinced that nothing could 
RfiH the Pruffian arms, when they found that at the ap- 
proach of thefe troops, a town was abandoned without firing 
■ (hot, which they hoped would prove a bulwark to the 
Province of Holland. The fugitives from Utrecht contri- 
buted in no final I degree to occa&on that panicle which im- 
mediately 
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(bon became the feat of joy and feftivity. 

mediately followed. They communicated their fears where* 
ever they came, and the confequences were fuch as I have 
defer ibed in ray letter from Tienhoven. The conduit of the 
Rhingrave of Salm was much- cenfured by the Patriots, and 
many per fons of that party accufed him of having betrayed 
the caufe in which he was engaged. I do not pretend to 
form any judgement with regard to the truth of this accu- 
sation. The Commiffioners of Defence at Woerdcn publifhed 
an account of the evacuation of Utrecht, which implied that 
the Rhingrave might have defended it. That gentleman foon 
after wrote a vindication of his conduit. It was once my 
intention to have added thefe pieces to my Appendix j but, 
having been difappointed of one of them, I think it 
would hot berighttopublilh the other. 

I mu ft add, on one fide, that mod people in Holland agreed 
in cenfuring the Rhingrave ; but, on the other hand, I am 
perfuaded that, if Utrecht had not been abandoned, it 
would have been taken by the Pruffians whenever they 
thought proper to attack it. 



LETTEft 
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L E T T -E R Vf. 



DEAR Sir, Rotterdam, Sept. », 1787. 

I LEFT Tienhoven about eleven 
o'clock, and returned to Gorcum ; where I 
remained but a little while, and then came 
to this place.' Nothing could be more plea- 
iant than the firft part of my journey. The 
weather was fine ; the road runs along a 
dike, with the river on one fide, and 
fo many houfes on the other, that for fomc 
miles it may be called a continued village. 
Men, women, and children, were dreffed in 
their beft apparel, and all were ornamented 
with orange-coloured ribbons. Nothing was 
to be heard but fonga in praife of the Stadt- 
holder. Orange flags were to be feen- on 
all fides ; and not only the people, but the 
doors 
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doors and windows of the houfes, and even 
the trees, were covered with all kinds of or- 
naments of that colour. 

It feemed sis if every perfon had exerted 
tiorielf to excel his neighbours, in .the 
manner in which he decorated his houfe. 
One ornament, and that a very common 
one, contributed riot a little tb give the road 
a moft extraordinary appearance. This was 
a kind of triumphal arch, made of poles co- 
vexed with gilt paper, ribbons, and flowers 
of an orange colour, with mottos inter. 
fperled of different kinds ; but all expref* 
£ve of gratitude to the King of Pruffia, 
the Duke of Brunfwick, arid the Stadt- 
Jholdeh 

There were few houfes without ah arch 
of this kind placed before , the door ; and, 
though I cannot fay much for their elegance, 
yet. the whole affiled in rendering the fcene 
exceedingly chearful and pleating. Chearrul 
indeed it _was, beyond every thing that can 
be imagined. The expreflion of joy and 
D 2 fitif- 
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fatis-faction, whi ch was to be feen on the face 
of every creature, was fuch as I never could 
have conceived, if I had not been an eye- 
witnefs. 

When I looked at thefe happy beings, I 
could not help afking myfelf, Where are 
the Patriots ? or, How comes it to pafsj that 
a Prince fo much beloved by the people^ 
fliould have- flood in need of foreign affift- 
ance to reftore him to his rights ? What- 
ever anfwer* might be made to thefe ques- 
tions in confequence of further informa- 
tion *, I am fure that what I have de- 
fcribed, accounts in great meafure for the 
little oppofition which has been made to the 
Pruflian arms on this fide of the Province. 
The troops of the Patriots in thefe parts, 
were but juft Sufficient to keep in Subjection 

* The anfwer, I believe, it very plain. 

The oppofition to the Stadthe-lder lay chiefly, in thefe 
cities whole Deputies compofed the States of the Province, 
and had the government in tUeir hands. The inhabi- 
tants of the open country were in general well inclined to 
the rripoe of Orange. 

. . '< . the 
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the common people, who wifhed for the ref- 
tor ation of the • Stadtholder ; and, when" a 
formidable enemy came to attack them, 
they thought it impoffible to refill with 
any prolpeft of fuccefs, when they well 
knew, 'that the furroundir.g country was 
ready to take up arms in favour of the 
Prince. ; ■■-' - 

As I came near Dort, the profpecl: by the 
fide of the road was exceedingly changed. 
He're I found feveral houfes with their win- 
dows broken ; fome, of which nothing but 
the walls were left {landing ; and one or two, 
which had been burnt and totally deftroyed. 
1 took fome pains to find out by whom this 
mifchief had been done ; and 1 was credibly 
informed that it was not by the Pruflian 
troops, but by the common people, who 
rofe tumultuoufly this morning, and de- 
flroyed feveral houfes that belonged to the 
Patriots *. 

' When 

* Similar proceedings happened about this time in many 

places iu Holland, and the mifchief which was done in this 

D 3 manner 
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When I Game oVet-againft Dort, I iaw 
Orange flags on all the towers of the city. 
A Pruffian- officer* whpm \ met foon after- 
wards, informed me that this town wa$ 
tafcen. by a detachment, which the Duke 
of Brunfwick had fent to- protect tht> 
country, from the diforders that were coo> 
mitred by the foldiers who had efcaped from 
Gorcum. -', 

The Pruffian 9 advanced .as fstr as Papeiw 

drecht, which is feparated from port 
by a very broad and rapid river. Thej 
detachment Confifted of only 150 foot an4 
30 Huffars, and had no means of attacje-j 

manner was often attributed, without reafonj to the PruffiaQ 
foldiers. The Government, and perfons of the firil confe- 
quence among the Orange party, took great pains to prevent 
every thing of this kind : but it was difficult to prefitrva 
order among the populace, I mull nevertheleftobferve, tha( 
the accounts of thefc tumults have, in general, been exag- 
gerated. Such proceedings, however, contribute very much 
to explain the fear which the ' Commiflioners at Woerden 
entertained, of the confluence of allowing the Princcfs to go 
to the Hague in the month of Jine. 
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ing the city of Doft; but the Commander 
being encouraged by the favourable recep- 
tion which he met with from all ranks of 
people, refolved to fummon the town. He, 
accordingly ordered a fubaltern officer Xo. 
crofs the. river for that purpofe. The go* 
vemor immediately confented to capitulate, 
and 150 Pruffians .were received in Dort 
with all poffible demonstrations of joy and 
fatisfaction. 

This fuccefs encouraged the Pruflian Com- 
mander to attempt another enterprife. He 
fent an officer with rhirty Huflars as far as 
Rotterdam, to inquire into the {tare of affairs 
in that city. 

With this officer I converfed at the gate 
of the town. He told me that, as foon as he 
arrived, the inhabitants hoifted orange flags 
upon their towers j the gates were imme- 
diately opened; and he was received amidft 
the loudeft acclamations of the populace, m 
who feemed to confider him as their de- 
liverer, 

4 Thii 
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"This account was confirmed to. me when 
I-rpaoie . into this place ; in .- which, as in 
Gorcum, I "find every mark of rejoicing that 
one might expect to fee in a town juft deli-. 
Irceredirom an enemy. 






tf\ 
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, h E T T E R VII. 



Dear Sir, Ha s uc > Se P'- a 3» '787. 

I SHOULD have been glad to have, 
feen a little more of Rotterdam/ and the 
towns In that neighbourhood ; but I felt im- 
patient to be an eye-witnefs of the ftate of 
the Hague. I wiflied to fee how the Prince 
and Princefs of Orange would be received 
after their long abfence; and -I loft no time 
in coming to this place. 

I mentioned in my 'laft ,letter,' how rea- 
dily Dort and Rotterdam had declared for 
the Prince of Orange. The Brille having 
always- adhered to His party, none of the 
Pruffian troops were fent to that city. Schie- 
dam had been considered as being much at- 
tached to the Patriotic caufe ; yet I had the 
2 pleafure, 
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pleafure, when I left Rotterdam, to fee the 
Orange flag difplayed upon its tower. The 
fame was the cafe at Delft, where the bufinefs 
was fcarcely finiflied, and the gates were (till 
ihut. I Was of. coiirfe obliged fo go: round 
the town, inftead of paffing through it. 

I arrived here on the morning of the 21ft, 
arid found th» fame general appearance of 
joy which 1 I had obferved at Gorcunr and 
Rotterdam. * 

The revolution in this place was effe&ed 
in fuch a fudden manner, that thofe perfonfe- 
who refided in the town, were not lefs af- 
tonWhed than thofe who received' the- net?* 
at a diftance : though they; were eye- w'ft- 
neffes to what was going on, they fcarce 
knew the change was begun, before they faw 
it completed. 

The friends of the Stadtholder were al- 
ways very numerous at the Hague, The 
States pf Holland, fenfible of the difpofition 
of , the populace ; and,- knowipg. tha,t both 
3 the 
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the officers and foldiers who' compofed the 
garrifon, were well inclined to the Prince 
of Orange, had ordered forae of the Volun- 
teers Co have their quarters in the middle of 
the town, with -two pieces of cannon placed 
before their guard. At this time all peribns 
were forbid, under the fevereit penalties, 
from wearing any ribbon or other ornament 
of an orange colour *. 

Such Was the ftate of the Hague previous 
to the march of the Pruffian forces ; but, 
»9 foon as it was known that the Duke of 
Brunftvick was advancing into Holland, every 
thing affumed a new appearance. The lead- 
ing peribns among the Patriots now thought 
fhe Volunteers no longer capable of pro- 
te'ftiag them, for which reafon they pro- 
pofed to -remove to Amfterdam ; and many 
of them' left the Hague without further 
delay. -.*.-■ 

* Singing Ballads id praife of the S t ad t holder, and crying 
** Or*jgic Bored " were forbid under like penalties E»en flow- 
er* of an orange eokjur were profcribed j and I have been told, 
that the Officer* of juflice were for fome time employed in 
Removing anemona* and ranunciUas'a. from the Hague. 

When 
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When intelligence was - received that 
Dtrecht was -abandoned, and that Gorctim 
was taken, the Patriots were .totally deje&ed. 
Onthe morning of the iSth: fome of the 
Swifs foldiers took away the. camion which 
wfere placed before the quarters of the Vch 
liHiteetfs. No refiftance was made ; and as 
the cannon were> drawn through/the ftreetsj 
orange ribbons were tied on-^hcni by the 
populace. This had the effect of a fignal to 
the friends, of the Stadtholder. < The edict 
againft wearing the colour'of his party was ftill 
in force; arid any perfon who had .aps 
peared with it on* Monday. evening, might 
poflibly have forfeited "his - dife' in confe-; 
quetace of doifig fd; butioii- Tueiday morn- 
mgj as- foon as the cannon werfc. removed; 
all rattks of people- -decorated, tbeir boufes 
and psr&nfe with-' the favourite colour; 
In a-fetfr hours the change tfas univerfali 
and it would have been dangerous to haveap* 
peared without an orange ribbon. The States 
were now unable to refift any, longer ; moft 
of the : members retired from 'the ^ffembly } 
ana 1 , the'very fame evening, thofe who re- 
, 1, * maincd. 
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mained, unammoufly agreed to the reftoration 
of the Stadtholder. 

P. S. Leyden and Harlem opened their 
gates on the firft -appearance, of the Pruffian 
HuiTars. The towns in North Holland have 
alfo declared in favour of the Prince of 
Orange. The Patriots are now confined to 
the neighbourhood of Amfterdam, the PruC- 
fians having in one week over-run the greater 
part of the Province. 
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« by Google 



c * > 



BETTER TO 



Dear Sit, Hipn Sept. *4, *## 

THIS day the Princefs of OraDge mads 
her public entry into the Hague.* The 
inhabitants of the town, men and women; 
young and old, the vulgar and people of 
fafluon ; all were in motion ; and drefled 
in fuch a manner, that one might al- 
nioft wonder how fuch quantities of orange 
ribbons could have been procured in fo fliort 
a time. I mould have pitied any peribn who 
had appeared this day without fomc badge of 
that colour. 

About ten o'clock the common people 

began to aflemble, though the Princefs was 

not expeftcd to arrive till two. In a 

ftort 
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fcort time, the fquare, the ftreets, and all 
places through which me was to pafs, were 
filled with carnages and innumerable crouds 
of people both on foot and on horfeback. 
The garrifon of the Hague was drawn up to 
receive the family of its Commander ; and 
both the officers and foldiers appeared de- 
firous of ihewing that their joy at the 
revolution, was not inferior to that of the 
citizens. The Leyden road, by which 
the P-rincefs was to arrive, runs through 
a wood, at the end of which is a long 
avenue that leads to the town. CSreat num- 
bers of perfons of both fesea went as 
far as the end of the avenue,, and there 
waited her arrival. About 50 men , and 
as many women placed themselves in. four 
ranks, in order to have the honour of draw- 
ing, her carriage. 

They had provided ropes for the purpofe ; 

and as fbon as he* Royal Highnefs appeared, 

the horfes were taken off, and me was drawn 

to the Hague in a very different manner from 

that, 
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that, in which flie was three months before 
conduced to Goejanverwell-fluice. 

The Princefs was in an open landau, ac- 
companied by her two fons and her daughter ; 
and in every place through which (he paned, 
(he was received with every mark of at- 
tachment which a happy people could ex- 
prefs. 

I will not detain you with mentioning 
many trifling particulars ; but I can, with 
the greateft truth, allure you that the gene- 
ral appearance of fatisfa&ion which was ex- 
hibited on this day at the Hague, exceeded 
every thing that I ever witnefled in the 
courfe of my life. 

Virgil has expreffed in one line exactly 
what I wiih but am not able to defcribe : 

" Ergo omnis longo fohit fe Teucria lu&u." ' 
I am 
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1 did told that when the Prince of 
Orange entered the Hague on Thurfday, he 
was received in the fame manner as the 
Princefs. All ranks and orders of people 
have endeavoured to furpafs each other, in 
every demonftration of zeal and affection. 

P. S. Sept. 26. Yefterday evening I was 
at a circle at Court, which was attended by 
all thofe perfons in the Hague, whofe n- 
tuation entitled them to be prefent. 



A Journal 
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A Journal of the Proceedings 
of the Pruffian Army, from 
the 13th to the 27th of Sep- 
tember *. 



O N the 1 3th of September, the Prutfian 
army entered the Province of Guelderland 



in 



* This jourrtal wa» written by a Ffiiflian officer who wa« 

employed in iliat Divifioa of ihe army, which was under the 

immediate command of the Duke of flrumVtck. Having - 

procured a copy, I {helved it to federal officer! who uue 

E 3 preleiir' 
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in three columns, of which the two firft 
crofled the Leek by the bridge of Wefter- 
porter, and encamped near Arnhem* The 
third column, which was commanded by the 
Duke of Brunfwick, paffed the Waal, at 
Nimeguen, upon a Pont Volant, and en- 
camped near Lend. 

On the fame day an account was received, 
that the Commiffioners of Defence- at Woerdcn 
had ordered all the fluices to be (hut, in order 
to inundate the country ; but the waters, 
both of the Leek and the Waal, being un- 
commonly low, thefe orders were inef- 
fedua!. 

prefent at the different actions, in which the other divisions 
were, engaged. After correcting a few miflaket, in confe- 
quence of the information which I obtained in thi* manner, 
I tranflated the journal, and now prefent it to the public, 
inlteadof two letters which I had myfelf written on the feme 
fubject. 

Having faid that I have made alteration* in this journal, 
and mentioned my reaibn fur doing fo, 1 hope I {hall not 
be blamed, if the traiiflation b found to differ in fume reiptcts 
from the original. 
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On the 14th, the Duke's army marched, in 
three divifions, to the village of Dodewaart, 
where the two firft encamped, while the 
third proceeded as far as Tiel. The troops 
in both camps were plentifully fupplied 
with all neceflaries by bateaux, which had 
comedown the Waal, loaded with provifions, 
with forage, and with pontons. The Duke 
fent forward from Tiel a detachment of 
Huffars, under the command of Lieutenant 
Holtzendorff", with orders to proceed towards 
Leerdam, both to cover our flank, and to get 
intelligence of the enemy. 

Theft Huffars having learnt at Deyl, 
that the town of Leerdam was occupied by 
the Patriots, proceeded with all poffible ex- 
pedition, but found the place abandoned by the 
encmyi The great fatigue which their horfes 
had undergone, did not allow of their pur- 
fuing them, 

fi 3 The 
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The two other columns of the army which 
had directed their march towards Arn- 
hem, encamped on the 13th, near that town. 
The next day, the 6rft of thefe columns 
tinder the command of General Lottum pro- 
ceeded to Lunteren. On the 13th, it ad- 
vanced to Amersfoord ; and, on the 16th, it 
arrived at Hilverfum, a village in that part 
of the Province of Holland which is called . 
the Goyland. The fecond column, under 
the command of Lieutenant General Gaudi, 
proceeded in two divifions, having the river 
Leek between them, upon which were ba- 
teaux, containing the magazines, the la- 
zarett, apd the pontons. One divifion ar- 
rived on the 1 5th, at Wageningen, where the 
ovens were fixed, and where the magazines 
were formed. 

On the 1 6th, General Gaudi marched to 
Ryfwyk, and the advanced guard went for- 
ward to Kuilenburg. Major General Wal- 
dtck marched at the fame time on the other 

ah 
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fide of the river, and advanced from Rhenen 
to Wyk-Duerftede. 

s It was at the approach of this General 
that the enemy abandoned Vianen, theVaart, 
and the city of Utrecht. On receiving this 
intelligence, Major General Eben took pof- 
feffion of the town of Vianen, where he 
found three cannon abandoned by the ene- 
my; he alfo drove away fome workmen 
who were employed in breaking the great 
dike of the Leek, in order to inundate the 
country, 

On the fame day, this General fummoned 
an Armed Sloop, which had beenftationed in 
the middle of the river in order to obftruct 
the paflage. The Captain at firft hefitated 
with regard to what he ihould do ; but find- 
ing the Pruffian infantry were advancing 
with cannon, he furrendered both himfelf 
and the veffel to the HufTars of Eben. This 
floop carried fix guns ; and the Duke, in 
order to recompence the zeal and activity of 
E 4 the 



K by Google 



C 5« ) 

the Huffars, made them a prefent of the 
prize, which was valued at above 25,900 

florins. 

The fine weather which favoured our firft 
march, had brought together, as we pafled 
through the towns and villages, a prodigious 
number of fpe&ators, who filled the air with, 
the animated cry of " Vive Orange, Ora- 
nien Boven ;" and the children fung to us 
the famous long which the policy of the Pa- 
triots had endeavoured to profcribe. 

On the 1 6th, the Duke of Brunfwick ad- 
vanced to Afperen. This march Was very 
fatiguing for the foldiers, on account of the 
rains which had damaged the roads very 
confiderably. As fopn as the troops were 
encamped, his Highnefs lent a detachment 
to throw a bridge over the little river Linze ; 
which being performed, the Huffars pafled 
* the river, and advanced towards Meerkirk, 
, while the, ChafTeurs approached to take pof- 
feffipu of Leerdam. At the fame time the 
7 Puke, 
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Duke, efcorted by a detachment of Huf- 
fars, went towards Gorcujn, to reconnoitre 
that place. He found near Arkel the 
advanced guard of the enemy, which, 
on account of the river Linze, was un- 
able to -prevent his Highnefs from advanc- 
ing - to within 800 paces of Gorcum, where 
he reconnoitred its fituation very exactly. 
Some cannon were fired from the ram- 
parts at the detachment, but they were 
without effect ;. and the Duke;, as- icon as he 
returned into the camp at Afperen,; gave 
orders to furnmon the town on the next 
morning. 

The feme evening there arrived, in thq 
camp 35 deierters from a detachment which 
had been placed at Meerkirk, to protect the 
workmen who were endeavouring to inundate 
the country. 

At eleven o'clock at night, the battalions 

pf Schack and Renoqard wer e ordered to 

march, 
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march, with the necefiary artillery, towards 
Gorcum. They were efcorted by a detach- 
ment of HufTars and Chafleurs, and were 
under the command of Colonel Romberg. 
The march of thefe troops was much re- 
tarded by the bad roads, and the ditches full 
of wafer, which they were obliged to crofs, fo 
that Colonel Romberg did not arrive till day- 
break at Dalem, a fmall village neat Gor- 
cum. In this place he raifed a battery of how T 
itzers ; and, at the fame time, gave orders to 
Captain Winfingeroth to furnmon the town, 
threatening to bombard it, if it were' hot fur- 
rendered without delay. After waiting an 
hour, which was the time allowed to the 
Governor, no anfwer being received, Cap- 
tain Winfingeroth was ordered to return, v 
accompanied by a trumpet ; but the fentinel 
on the rampart having fired upon him, he 
retired immediately, which Colonel Romberg 
perceiving, gave the fignal to h?gin the bom- 
bardment. ' ' ' 

Scarce .five grenades, and a few balls; : 
were 
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were fired upon the town, when a houfe 
was feen in flames ; and, at the fame time, 
a white flag was (Jlfplayed from the tower. 
In a moment afterwards the enemy founded 
a parley. Col. Romberg immediately flop- 
ped the fire of the battery, and went h:m- 
fclf to the gate, where he found one of the 
officers. This gentleman not having given 
him a pofit'ive anfwer, the Colonel deiired to 
fpeak with the Governor, who came to him 
directly. 

This was the famous Colonel and Cham- 
berlain Capelle, who, after a fliort interview, 
confented to give up the city, furrender- 
.ing himfelf and the whole garrifon pri- 
foners of war; though, at the fame time, 
he had left orders for the foldiers to embark 
in fome boats which were upon the Waal, in 
order to efcape by failing down the river. At 
the moment when the capitulation was figned, 
and juft as the troops were going to take pof- 
feffion of the gates, the Duke arrived from 
Afperen, and immediately entered tfie town. 
Not 
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Not only the Magiftrates of the city, but 
the greater part of the inhabitants, were 
eager to meet him, and teftify their joy and 
veneration. On every fide nothing was heard 
but " Vive Orange." The people holding 
out their hands to his Highnefs, exclaimed,, 
" Here is our Deliverer." The prifoners 
that were taken in Gorcum confifted of the 
Governor, 5 officers, and 63 foldiers. The 
artillery amounted to 105 pieces of can- 
non. 

The Duke, furrounded with the joyful 
acclamations of an immenfe multitude, was 
conducted to the middle of the city, where he 
alighted at the houfe of one ofthofe Burgo- 
mafters who had been attached to the Orange 
party. In a fhort time afterwards, his Highnefs 
went upon the ramparts to examine the 
fortifications,, which he found in very good 
condition. At" his return, the Duke met his 
Adjutant General, Captain Hirfchfeld, who 
had juft brought into the town fix officers 
and ninety foldiers, whom, with the aflift- 
ance 
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ancc of fcven Huffara, he bad furprifed and 
taken prifoners upon the dike of Afkel. 

This rencounter took place in the follow- 
ing manner : Captain Hirfchfeld had been 
ordered by the Duke (in cafe Goreum 
made any refinance) to march at the head of 
a battalion of Grenadiers towards a poll of 
the enemy, which commanded the fluices of 
Arkel. Trie captain, being informed that 
the Patriots had ufed no precautions to fecure 
their rear, refolved to get round the pofl: 
with feven Huffars, and, under cover of a 
neighbouring wood, to take it by furprife. 
Finding, however, that the enemy had pro* 
vided for its fecurity by a great number of 
Ch'eveaux de Frife, which covered their rear ; 
and judging, at the fame time, from the 
fiUnce of the battery at Goreum (the fire of 
which had ceafed on a fudden), that the 
town had capitulated, he gave up this plan 
of attack. Captain Hirfchfeld now repre- 
sented to the commanding officer of the 
e«emy*sdetachment, that being intercepted, 

and 
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and having no longer any fuecour to expert 
from the city, the only ftep he could take, 
was to furrender himfclf a prifoner of war, 
Thefe plaufible reafons perfuaded the officer 1 
to yield without making any refinance. 

i Another divifion, under the command of. 
Lieutenant General Knobelfdorff", had the 
fame day marched from Leerdam to Meer- 
kirk, where he encamped. The Huffars of 
this diviiion, with the Chafi'eurs, were or- 
dered to go forwards to Ameiden, where 
Lieutenant Colonel Waltruth received in- 
formation that Niewpoort had been aban- 
doned by the enemy. He immediately took 
.pofleffiou of it with his troops,, and detached 
Captain Biela, with the Huflars and Chaf- 
feurs, along the other bank of the Leek, to 
reconnoitre the city of Schoonhovcn. This 
detachment found the. town occupied by the 
enemy, who fired fome cannon, which they 
could only anfwer with their piftols. Ne- 
vertheless,' the garrifon thought proper to 
evacuate the place, and file off towards 
Woerden. 
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Woerden. Our Huflars, in purfuing them, 
took four officers and a hundred and fix 
foldiers, whom they conducted to the head 
quarters. Another, patrol of Huflars, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Seel, of the regiment 
of Eben, having met a detachment of the 
enemy's horfe, overthrew them at the firft 
onfet, and took an officer and fourteen men 
prifoners. In the evening the Duke fent 
fome troops of his divifion to ftrengthen.the 
garrifons of Niewpoort and Schoonhoven ; 
and the next morning he proceeded with 
the laft divifion , of his army, and encamped 
at Tiephoven, a fmall village oh the barik 
of the . Leek. '. At this place the troops re- 
mained on the ioth. On that day his Hlgh- 
nefs ordered the bateaux which had followed 
the army to advance between Niewpoort and 
Schoonhoven ; and form a bridge, upon which 
the Huffars and Chafleurs paffed the river 
the next morning, in order to go forwards 
to Gouda. 

On the 17th, the fecond column of the 
army, under the command of General Gaudi, 

had 
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had marched from Ryfwick to Everdmgeff, 
and on the 1 8th to Vianeu. 

General Waldeck, during theie two days* 
had advanced from Rheneu- to Wyk Duer- 
ftede, and from thence to the Vaart, from 
which place he went on the 19th, td take 
poneflioii of Schoonhoven. 

On the evening of the fame day, the Duke 
was informed, that the friends of the con- 
ftitution had difarmed the Patriots at the 
Hague ; and the States of Holland had in- 
vited the Prince of Orange to return to that 
place. Soon after he received this intelli- 
gence, his Highuefs removed his head quar- 
ters to Schoonhoven. 

The troops which compofed the garrifbn 
of Gorcum, after retiring in a clandestine 
manner from that town, difperfed themfelves 
in fmall parties through the country, pil- 
laging the inhabitants in a dreadful manner. 
In confequence of this, the Duke gave or- 
ders to Captain Winfingeroth to go with an 
hundred 
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hundred and fifty foot, and thirty horfc, from 
Gorcum to Giefendam, and from thence as far 
as Papendrecht, in order to clear the country 
of the banditti, and put an end to the out- 
rages that were committed by them. On 
this occafion, the Captain finding himfeif 
over againft Dort, fummoned the magiftrates 
of the town to admit a Pruffian garrifon. 
This demand being immediately complied 
with, the detachment croffed the river with- 
out lofs of time, and was received amidfl 
the general -acclamations of the inhabi- 
tants, . 

On the 19th, about nine o'clock in the 
evening, the Prince of Orange arrived from 
Utrecht at Schoonhoven, and pafled the 
night at the head quarters of the Duke of 
Brunfwick, in the fame houfe, and the fame 
room, in which the Princefs had been kept a 
prifoner on the 29th of June. A little while 
before the arrival of the Stadtholder, there - 
came two deputies from the States of Hol- 
land, to entreat the Duke of Brunfwick, not 
not to fend any Pruflian troops into the 
F Hague * 
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Hague ; that place being the refidence of the 
States General, and the Foreign Minxfters. . 
His Highnefs complied with the requeft of 
the deputies, and gave orders to all the ad* 
vanced parties, not to approach within a league 
of the Hague. 

The prifoners that had been taken at this 
time, were 23 officers* and 523 foldiers. The 
number of pieces of cannon that had been 
found in the different towns, forts, and in- 
trenchmehts, amounted to 340. The quantity 
of military ftores of all kinds was very great 
*J he troops, during the laft feven days, had 
performed the rrioft fatiguing marches, the 
roads being almoft impaflable ; but notwith- 
standing this, and though they were fome- 
times obliged to encamp in low and moift 
grounds, few of the foldiers were ill, and 
not one of them had deferted. 

On the 20th, Lieutenant Holtzendorff of 
the regiment of Eben, made himfelf matter of 
Wiericher Schans, a fort between Gouda and 
Woerden. One Lieutenant Colonel, three offi- 
cers, and lixty foldiers, were taken in the fort, 



« by Google 



( 6-, ) 

In which were alfo found ten pieces of call* 
non with a great quantity of military ftore*. 
At the fame time a detachment of Huf* 
fars, under the conduct of Major Lenfz, 
Was feat to Leyden and Harlem, where out 
troops were received, on the 20th, and 21ft 
of September, with the greateft demonftra- 
tions of joy. Another body of HmTars, un* 
der- the command of Lieutenant Kofchen* 
bahr, had been detached by the Duke to- 
wards Alphen, with orders to fend patrols 
along the dikes which lead to Amfterdam, in 
order to difcover the fituation of the country. 
This detachment on the 21ft, met a ftrong 
patrol of the enemy, compofed of Huffarsand 
Cuiraffiers of Salm, which had advanced as far 
as Leymuiden. Our Huflars, after attacking 
and defeating the enemy, purfued them to 
Amftelveen, and brought back 32 prifoners. 

In the mean time, the right wing of the 
army under the command of General Lotttrm 
had advanced to Hilverfum. On the 1 7th, Ma- 
jor-General. Kalckreuth was fent with a detach- 
ment to Naarden, to propofc terms to Colonel 
F 2 Matha, 
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Madia, who commanded in that place. He 
accordingly marched with forty Cuiramers of 
his own regiment, and the firft battalion of 
the regiment of Hichman, the iecoad bat- 
talion of that regiment following him foon 
afterwards. The detachment. encamped that 
night at a fltort diftance from Naarden. On 
the next day, Colonel Matha ceje&ed the 
terms which were offered him, and General 
Kalckreuth confideritig the neceffity of 
gaining the left fide of the river Vecht 
without lofs of time, moved from before 
Naarden. He immediately fent three fmall 
detSchments under the command of Captains 
Kleift, Quitzow, and Winterfield, to fur- 
prife the paffages of the Vecht at Breuk- 
olyri, Maarfen, and Zuylen. The two laft 
of thcfe attempts were completely fuccefsful. 
At the fame time Lieutenant Wierfbitzky 
marched with all poffible expedition towards 
the intrench men ts of Uytermeer, not far 
from which he was flopped by adraw-bridge 
-that was badly fecured by ftven Dutch foldiersv 
He found means to get the bridge let down 
by the Cuiraffiers ; and then proceeding full 
gallop 
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gallop towards the in trench ment, he made 
himfelf matter of it, before the garrifon had 
time to recoiled themfelves. A Major, four 
other officers, and forty men were taken in 
the fort, together with fifteen eight pounders, 
and a coniiderable quantity of ftores. This 
place was furrounded by two intrenchments 
and two wet ditches. The fame officer, 
after he had made luraielf mailer of Uyter- 
meer, proceeded with the greateft expedition 
(o Wefep, accompanied by a party of Cut- 
ramers. He would probably have carried 
this place at the firft onfer, if the reft of 
the Pruflian troops had been able to follow 
him with equal fpeed. This day Captain 
Kleift found it impoilible to advance with his 
detachment to Breukolyn, that place being 
commanded by the artillery of Nieuwerfluis. 
The two other Captains took pofleffion 
of the bridges at Maarfeti and Zuylen, 
which they immediately repaired. In the 
mean time General Kalckreuth made himfelf 
mailer of two fluices near Breukel, by means 
of which all that part of the country might 
be laid under water. 

F 3 .Cm 
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On the 19th, the General went to recon- 
noitre the environs 'of Breukolyn, and ex- 
amine the narrow dike of Ouderoofer which 
leads to Nieuwerfluis, and by means of 
which that fort might be invefted. For this 
purpofe Captain Quitzow was pofted in the 
village of Nieuwefterau, Captain Winter- 
field at Breukolyn, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Hartog encamped with the infantry before 
the laft mentioned village. While this was 
going on, the commanding officer in Nieu- 
werfluis had fent a detachment with orders 
to break the dike in the great road, at about 
100 paces from the fort. This was prevented 
by Lieutenant Hagen, who put himfelf at 
the head of the Cuirafliers of the advanced 
guard, and forced the detachment to retire 
into the fort, in fpite of a warm fire which 
was kept up from the ramparts. On the 
next day; report was made by Lieutenant 
Wierfbitzky, that by taking Loerierfloot, the 
fort of Nieuwerfiuis might, be cut off from 
any communication with Amfterdam, and 
would 
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would be obliged to furrender for want of 
prpvifions, with which it was fupplied from 
that town. General Kakkreuth, after having 
examined the fituation of the place, gave orders 
that the villages of Loener- Vreeland and Bam- 
btugg ihould be occupied ; and, at the fame 
time, fent Captain Quitzow with fix men 
along' the dike, to reconnoitre Loenerfloor, 
which was faid to be defended by 150 Pa- 
triots. All thefe difppfitions being made, 
and a vedette of Cuirafliers being fent for- 
wards, General A verhoult, who commanded 
in Nieuwerfluis, imagined the whole country 
was overrun by the Pruffian forces.* In con- 
fequence of this, he furrendered the place on 
the 21ft of September, as foon as he Was 
fummoned by General Kakkreuth. Forty 
officers and 730 foldiers were taken in 
Nieuwerfluis. Among the former was Lieur 
tenant Colonel Preyoft, an officer in the 
French fervice, and among the latter were 
36 French cannoniers. Fifty-four cannon 
were alio taken in the fort. 

F 4. On 
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On the 22c1, Captain Quitzow was de- 
tached with fome Infantry and Cuiraffiers, 
to reconnoitre the village of Ouderkerk, 
in which the Patriots had placed a ftrong 
garrifon. General Kalckreuth followed with 
all the infantry as far as Abcoude, being re- 
folved on the next morning to attempt get- 
ting poffeffidn of the road which leads to 
Ouderkerk. He was, however, obliged to 
defer this attack, on account of intelli- 
gence which he received the fame evening, 
that the enemy had begun to break a dike 
near the BylerMeer. In confequenceof this, 
the General determined to fend Captain Quit- 
zow, with a detachment both of infantry 
and cavalry, to drive them away. 

On the 23d, two accidents occafioned 
the mifcarriage of an attempt that was 
made on Wefep. The party which marched 
again ft that town having loft: their way, in 
confequence of the darknefs of the night, 
were prevented from arriving in time to fur- 
prife 
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prife the garrifon^ who were alio informed 
. of their approach, by the accidental fire of a 
mufket. Not with ftanding this, Lieutenants 
Munfter and Wieribitzky attempted the at- 
tack, but were not fuccefsful. Two of 
their' men were killed, and eleven ' were 
wounded. Among the laft was Wier£ 
bitzky. In the afternoon of the fame day, 
three battalions of Dutch troops, in confe- 
quence of the orders of the States of Hoi- , 
land, evacuated the viljage of Ouderkerk, 
and went into the country of the Generality. 
Their place was immediately fupplied by 
fome Patriots from Amfterdam. , 

On the 23d, the Duke marched, with the 
Huffars, * two companies of Chafleurs, and 
the battalion of Langeler, from Gouda to 
Alphen ; and, at the fame time, gave orders 
for two battalions of Waldeck, to advance 
from Schoonhoven to Gouda 1 , and two bat- 
talions of Marwitz, from Niewpoort to 
Haeflrecht. * 

2 On 
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On that day, the Huffars took fome pri- 
foners, among whom was found a prieft, in 
a clergyman's drefs,but carrying a cartouch- 
box, and having a large fabre by his 
fide. 

On the 24th, the fourlafl battalions were 
ordered to join the troops of his Highnefs at 
Alphen, from whence he went with the 
Huffars, the Chaffeurs, and the battalion of 
Langeler, to reconnoitre the enemy, who 
were faid to be intrenched at Amftelveen. 
A thick fog had prevented us, during the 
whole morning, from being . able to diftin- 
guifh objects; but when it cleared up, we 
■ law, with aftoniihment, that the inundation 
had rifen to the furface of the dike upon 
which we had marched during three hours, 
fo that there were few places where it would 
have been poffible for any kind of carriage to 
turn. When we came to Noordammer- 
brug, we were obliged to repair the road, 
which was very narrow in that place. Our 
advanced guard having at laft arrived at 
Hand- 
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Hand-van-Leyden, difcovered a party of the 
enemy, who, after firing and killing the 
horfe of one of the Eluifars, retreated to 
their main-guard. The Duke gave or- 
ders to the Chaffeurs to purfue them ; 
but, foon after, having difcovered the 
intrenchments of Amftelveen, he ordered 
them to return, which they did with- 
out any lofs, though they had been ex- 
pofed for fome time to the fire of the Chaf- 
ieurs of Salm, and fbme pieces of ar- 
tillery. 

On .the morning of the fame day, Major 
General Kalckreuth advanced with his troops 
tp Abcoude and Uythoom, with a defign of 
making himfelf matter of Ouderkerk. While 
the General 'was employed in making the 
neceflary difpofitions for this attack, he re- 
ceived an exprefs from the Commanding _ 
Officer at Ouderkerk, with a propofal of a , 
ceffation of Hoftilities, alluring him that 
the Regency of Amfterdam had agreed to 
fend Deputies, on the next day* to the Duke 

of 
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of Brunfwick, to offer iubmiffion to his 
Highnefs. This account was given to the 
Duke at his return, and was focn after con- 
firmed by the arrival of a mefienger from 
the Magistracy of Amfterdam. In the even- 
ing, there came to the head quarters an offi- 
cer «nd_ 29 Chafleurs of Salm, who had do 
fertod from the intrehchment which we had 
juft before reconnoitred. 

On the 25th, all the battalions remained 
in cantonments in the villages near J_eymui- 
den, from which place the Duke fet out early 
in the morning, with a few attendants to 
go to Abcoude. The roads which his 
Highnefs met with in paffing along the 
crofs dikes, were fo much deftroyed by the 
inundations, that he was feveral times oblig- 
ed to difmount, and walk on foot, which 
occafioned his arriving very late at Abcoude. 
Notwithstanding this, he went the fame 
evening to reconnoitre the fort. It was at 
this place that the Duke, in concert with . 
General Kalckreuth, formed the plan of a 
double 
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double attack againft Oudenkerk, both on 
the fide of Abcoude and of Uythoorn. 
This was to be executed at the fame time 
that his Highnefs was to attack the iu- 
trenehments at Amftelveen ; and endeavour 
to make himfelf matter of the fluices of 
Zwanenburg. 

With this view the Duke, when he re- 
turned on the 26th, by Uythoorn, gave 
orders to throw a bridge over the river Ara- 
ftel, near the village of Vrouwenacher, 
both to keep up the communication be- 
tween the detachments, and to facilitate 
the paffage of the heavy artillery. His 
Highnefs, on his return to Leymutden, 
found two deputations waiting his arrival. 
The one was compofed of four members of 
the States General ; the other confifted of 
Meffieurs Abbema and Goll, who Came 
from the Magift rates, and two leading men 
among the Patriots, who came from the Ci- 
tizens of Amfterdam. 

In 
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In Cdnfequence of this laft erribafly, a 
truce was concluded at Leymuiden, on the 
27th of September, and time was al- 
lowed to undertake a negotiation at the 
Hague. 



& M 
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LETTER IX. 



DEAR SlX, Hague, Sept. S9, 1787^ 

I MENTIONED in a former letter, that 
upon the approach of the Pruflian army, 
feveral members of the States of Holland 
had prdpofed removing to Amfterdam. Agree- 
ably to this propofal, fome perfons met there 
on the 20th, but their number was fmall, and 
their caufe appeared fo much on ths decline, 
that the plan was given up,, and only the 
Deputies of Amfterdam are now wanting to 
complete the Affembly at the Hague. 

, Since the return of the Stadtholder, that 

Affembly has agreed to feveral important re- 

folutions. The day that the Prince entered 

the Hague, an edict was blued abolishing 

4 the 
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the Armed Societies which had been efta- 
bliihed to fupport the Patriotic caufe. 

The following day, an exprefs was fent 
to inform the Court of Verfailles, that the 
difputes between the province of Holland 
and the Stadtholder were happily terminated; 
and that, as the circumftances which gave 
occafion to the Solicitation of the States On 
the loth infant, no longer exifted, the fuc- 
cours which they at that time requefted 
from the French King, would now be uime- 
ceflary. 

On the 22d, two edicts were ifliied, one 
of which forbad any attempts to inundate 
the country ; and the other commanded all 
governors of towns and fortrefies in the 
province of Holland, to give free ad- 
miffion to the Pruffian- forces. In confe- 
quence of this order, the ftrong town* 
of Naarden and Wefep have been fur- 
rendered. 

This 
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This Province is not the only one, in 
which the march of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick's army has produced very important 
effects. The Aflembly at Franeker was im- 
mediately diflolred, and the Patriots quitted 
that town in a manner not very unlike to 
that in which Utrecht was abandoned.. The 
oppofition to the Stadtholder in Grotiingen 
and Overyffel is alfo given up, and the pro- 
ceedings of the States General are now con- 
ducted with great unanimity. 

The revolution being complete in the 
reft of the Seven Provinces, the chief 
perfbas of the Patriotic party h a ye k re- 
tired to Amfterdam, and that city is now 
become the great object of attention. 
The furrounding country has been laid 
under water; ftrong batteries have been 
raifed ; the different pofts which command 
the roads that lead to the town have been 
fortiBed ; and the citizens declare they are 
G refolved 
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refolvedyto defend themfelves to the very laft 
extremity. 

Some attempts have, in the mean time, 
been made to fettle this important bufmefs, 
by a negotiation at this place. The ma-, 
giftrates of Amfterdam ient two of their 
members to the Duke of Brunfwick, on 
the 27th ; in confequence of which, a 
truce was granted by his Highnefs, and de- 
puties came to the Hague; but it doei 
not appear from the language of the Patriots, 
that they are much afraid of being forced to 
fubmit. 

Yeflerday, the Duke of Brunfwick, who 
had two days before reconnoitred the fitu- 
atlon of the enemy's works at Ouderkerl? 
and Amftelveen, came here in private. I 
was in hopes his coming would have led 
to the cooclunon of a treaty, but this 
has not been the cafe. The terms pro- 
pofed by the Fatripts have not been thought 
5 admiflibie 



Digitize by GOOglC 



( «s ) 

admiflible by the oppofite party ; the Duke 
is returned to Leymuiden ; and this im- 
portant affair will, probably, in a very fhort 
time, be fubmitted to the decifion of the 
fword. . 
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LETTER X. 



Dear Sik, Hugue, oa. 3, tjt 7 . 

AS foon as I underftood that the treaty 
with Amfterdam was entirely broken off, I 
refolved to go as near as pofiible to that 
city, in order to obtain the bed information 
with regard to what was expe&ed to happen 
at the expiration of the truce. 1 accordingly 
left the Hague on the evening of the 30th, 
and went to Ley den. 

The next morning, I had the moft frrik- 
ing inftance that I had yet met with, of the 
appearance of a populous city in a moment 
of anxious expectation. Every countenance 
ftiewed very plainly, that the inhabitants of 
Leyden confidered their own fate as being in 
£rea5 meafure involved in, the fate of Am: 
fterdam. 
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flerdam. Several perfons were come from 
the neighfaouchood of the Pruffiart camp, ; 
who had brought accounts of the army hav- 
ing marched foon after midnight to attack the 
enemy's works. The firing of cannon had 
been diftinctly heard at Leymuiden, and every 
one who arrived, was expected to be the 
bearer of important intelligence. You will 
not wonder at my faying, that at fuch a 
moment, every other confideration was fuf- 
pended, and the attention of the inhabitants 
of Leyden, was entirely engaged by one 
object. 

I proceeded directly to Harlem, in hopes of 
being able to get to Amlterdam on that fide, 
which I knew, if the town were not taken, 
it would be impofiible to do, if I pafTed 
through the Pruflian camp. I alfo.preferred 
this road as being the ihortefr, and rfiy ob- 
ject was, to be an eye-witrtefs of the ftate 
of Amfterdam, whether taken, befieged, or 
victorious. I travelled in company with a 
gentleman who was juft returned from a 
Jong journey. At Harlem we were joined 
G 3 by 
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by his two brothers, who were come to meet 
him ftom Amfterdam. All the family were 
ftrongly attached to the Patriotic caufe ; and 
though I did not conceal how much my 
fenthnents differed from theirs, yet my com- 
panions invited me to fpend the evening 
with them, and I accepted the offer, that I 
might learn the particulars of what had 
happened in the morning, and acquire 
forae information with regard to the fitu- 
ation of Amfterdam, and the poflibility 
of going there. Thefe gentlemen informed 
me, that Half Wegen, a port of great con- 
fequence, between Harlem and Amfterdam, 
had, the preceding night, been furprifed by 
the Pruflians ; but that, on the other fide of 
the town, the Duke of Brunfwick had been 
repulfed, after making a vigorous and gene- 
ral attack ; that (even hundred Pruflians had 
been killed ; that two villages had been 
burnt and totally deftroyed, not a houfe- re- 
maining ; and that the event of the day had 
been favourable to the Patrio s *. 

This 

* I have not omitted this flory, or the report of the dc- 

flruftitM 
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This intelligence induced me to go dire&ly/ 
to the poft which the Pru'ffians had feized. 
Yefterday morning I took leave of my 
Patriotic acquaintance! and, notwithiland- 
ing their remonftrances, for they affured me 
I mould be fent a prifoner to Wefel, I or- 
dered a carriage, and went to Half Wegen* 
1 was two hours in going to that place* 
though the diftance is little more than rive 
miles ; but the ftraight road had been ren- 
dered impaflable by the Patriots, who were 
apprehenfive of an attack on this fide, from 
the city of Harlem. 

The Pruffian commander at Half Wegen, 
received me with that politenefs which ieema 
to be the characterise of officers of his 
nation. As foon as he knew that I was au 

ftro&on of Gortum, m I thought they were good example! 
of rumou*, and the little dependence that could at thii time 
be placed on accounts which appeared the moll authentic 
The gehtleroen with whom I converted, had left Amfterdam 
the fame afternoon, and feemed to hive no doubt of the 
truth, of what they had beard* 

G 4 Engliih* 
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Engllfhmatt, and had been with the. Duke 
at Tienhoven, he feemed anxious to (hew 
me every poflible mark of attention arid ci- 
vility. We went together to examine the 
fluices of Zwanenburg, to protect which the 
Patriots had taken the greateft pains ; and 
my conductor Was fo good as to explain to 
me, in what manner he had taken pofleflion 
of a place, which, from its fituation, might 
have been thought perfectly fecure. 

Some circumftances, which he did not' 
mention, I afterwards learnt from one of 
his officers ; and the refult of them is, that 
this enterprife was executed by him, with 
fpirit and courage, equal to the ability with 
;which it was planned by his Commander. 

Such was the fituation of Half Wegen, 
that any attack on the weft fide was out of 
the queftion, for a very fmall force might 
have defended the batteries, againft any 
number of troops who had endeavoured to 
approach by the road from Harlem. This 
being the cafe, the Duke of Brunfwick or- 
4 ' dered 
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dered a' detachment of about 700 men to 
embark at Aalfmeerin the night of the 30th 
. of September. Thcfe troops croffed the 
Harlem Meer, and landed near Slooten, 
from whence they proceeded to Ooftdorp, 
and arrived before day-light on the Amfter- 
dam fide of Half Wegen. They loft no 
time in proceeding to the batteries, but 
rufhed directly on the enemy, who expected 
no attack from that quarter. The bufinefs 
■was foon over ;. a French officer, who com- 
manded, was made prifoner, together with 
the greater part of his troops, and the Pruf- 
-fians took poffeflion of this important poft 
without lofing a {ingle man. 

After we had walked about for (bme time, 
and juft as I was going to take leave of my 
conductor, a circumftance happened which de- 
tained me fome hours longer at Half Wegen. 

The attention of the Pruflian commander 
was engaged by an armed floop which ap- 
proached the (hore, and fired a gun. The 
Pruflians were not flow in making ufe of 
their batteries, but they had not occafion to 

fire 
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£re many (hots, for the veSfel dire&Iy Shuck 
her main fail {colours She had none), and 
came down to , Half Wegen. My curiofity 
had induced me to wait, till I. faw the event 
of this bufinefs. In a fliort time the officer 
came to me, and begged me to go on board 
the (loop, as he believed the crew were Eng- 
lishmen, for they Spoke a language which 
none of his people could understand. I ac- 
cordingly went, and found a privateer Sloop, 
armed with eightpiecesof cannon. The mafter, 
mate, and two thirds of the crew, were 
Dutch Patriots. The reft of the failors 
were Englishmen. The veflcl belonged to 
the Patriots, and was juft come out of Am- 
sterdam. Some of the Englifhmen had 
been hired to go on board her, and others 
.faid they had been kidnapt in the Streets of 
the town. Whether this was the cafe or 
not, I do not pretend to determine; but the 
consequence was,* that the English failors, 
when they found they were near the Pruffian 
batteries, rofe upon the mafter and the reft 
of the crew j the gun that we heard was 
difcharged by accident , in the fcuffle ; the 
Englifh- 



by Google 



( 9 t ) 

Englifhmen got the better of the Patriot*, 
took poffeflion of the (loop, and brought her 
down to Half Wegen. The failors were 
not lef8 glad to find a countryman with 
whom they could converfe, than I was to 
oblige the Pruffian officer. I accordingly 
flayed, and afted as interpreter, till he was 
fuffieiently mafler of 'the affair ; and then, 
when 1 could be of no further ufe, I took 
leave of my kind friend; and all communica- 
tion with Amfterdam being cut off, I went 
back to Harlem, and from thence returned 
to this place *. 



* I wai much puzzled at the time, to underfhod with 
what defign thii Hoop was lent out by the Patriot*. At la ft 
it occurred to me, that it oiuft have been with a view, by 
meant of her guns, to burft open the flood gate* at Half 
Wegen, and inundate the country. Some time afterward!, 
when I wai at Amfterdam, I Was confirmed in this idea, 
by converting with fome Patriot!, who fairly owned to me 
that fuch wat their intention. If this was really the 
cafe, the fervice rendered by my countrymen might, 
perhaps; be of no final! importance. I fay perbipi, be- 
caufe I am inclined to think that, at all events, the Pruffian 
batteries would foou have obliged the floop to retire ; but ** 
I am no judge of the fubjeft I nwntum it with diffidence. 

p. s. 



¥ Google 



('9* ), 
P.- S. While I wag at Half Wegen, an of- 
6cer arrived from the Duke's army, who 
hrought an account of the engagement on 
the other fide of Amfrerdam. He faid that 
the action was very warm, and the event 
was a long time doubtful, but the Pruffians 
were at laft fuccefsful.j I (hall defer (ending 
you the particulars of- the engagement, till I 
have had an opportunity of viewing the 
field of battle, and comparing what I have 
now written, with the accounts of other per- 
ions, who were prefent at the different action*. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XI* 



DEAR SlS, Amflerdara, ca.sx, 17S;. 

I HAVE now had an opportunity of pro- 
curing information from very good authority, 
with regard to the different a&ioiis which , 
took place in the neighbourhood of Am* 
fterdam, on the firft of this month, lo 
defcribing thefe actions I mall be more par- 
ticular, as 1 have reafon to imagine the 
important bufinefs of that day has hitherto 
been little underftood. I cannot pretend to 
write an account fit for the perufal of your 
military acquaintance ; but having viewed 
every fpot which I mail have occafion to 



* This letter was not written till I had pnfled ten days 
at Amfterdaro. 1 have inferted it in this place on account of 
its connection with the preceding aod following letters. 

, mention. 
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mention, and having converted frequently 
with peribns who were prefent at the dif- 
ferent engagements, I think I can take 
upon me to fay, that the account I am going 
to fend you is true. This is all I at- 
tempt ; and if I am able to explain what 
really was done at Amftelveen, and can give 
you a tolerable idea of the means by which 
it was effeded, I hope I mail be excufed if 
many circumftances are omitted, which a 
perfon more converfant with military opera- 
tions would have been able to defcribe. 

Before I proceed, I beg leave to fay -a few 
words with regard to the importance of the 
action on the firft of October. Many bat- 
tles have been fought, and many fiegcs have 
taken place, iti which the number of com- 
batants has been greater, and in which the 
number of killed and wounded- has ex- 
ceeded that of the perfons concerned in 
this engagement ; but I will venture to afiert, 
there ■ has feldom been a day, the event 
of which was of more importance ; or a 
day when greater military abilities were dis- 
played, 
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played, than appeared in the conduit of the 
Duke of Brunfwick on the firft of October. 
To prove the fyft of thefe aflertkras, I muft 
obferve that, if the Duke had not overcome 
thofe obflacles arifing from the iituation of 
Amfterdam, which no General had hitherto 
been able to furmount, that city could not 
have been compelled* and undoubtedly would 
not have confented, to agree to thofe mea- 
sures which the other members of the States 
of Holland had unanimoufly adopted. In 
that cafe, the Patriotic party would have 
gathered frefti ftrength, and a civil war 
would probably have continued in the pro- 
vince of Holland. How far the confe- 
quences of fuch a war might have extended, 
or in what manner different European na- 
tions might have been affeded, I do not 
prefume to fay ; but I am much inclined to 
think, that the ableft politicians would find 
great difficulty in anfwering the queftion. 
It is certainly unneceffary to fay any thing 
more with regard to the importance of this 
engagement; but I cannot help enlarging 
a little, in pointing out the difficulties which 
were 
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were to be overcome, in order to bring the 
bufinefs of the day to a fuccefsful iflue. To 
do this, and to make any account of the 
a£tion intelligible, it is neceflary to be ac- 
quainted with the geography of the environs 
of Amfterdam. Here I hope you will for- 
give me, if I. detain you fome time, while 
1 attempt to defcribe the fituation of this 
city, and the principal places in its neigh- 
bourhood. 

The Zuider Zee, and that branch of it 
which is called the Ye, extend from the 
Eaft to the North Weft of Amfterdam. 
The Harlem Meer, a Lake about 16 miles 
long, and about 8 miles broad, lies to the 
Weft, and South Weft of the city. The 
land by which this Lake is feparated from 
the Ye, is no where above three or four 
miles broad, and in one place, which is 
called, from its fituation, HalfWegen, thefe 
two great bodies of water actually commu- 
nicate 1 ; and here it is, that by means of 
flood-gates of an uncommon fize, the water 
of the Ye is prevented from difcharging it- 

felf 
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fel'F into the Harlem Meer, and overflowing 
great part of the province of Holland. Many 
perfons have affined me, that fuch'an inun- 
dation would be fejt as far as the Hague. It 
is certain, that the flighteft obfervation fhews 
very plainly, that the level of the fea at high 
water is rather above the level of the Har- 
iem Meer, and the neighbouring country. 
The only communication by land between 
Amfterdam and Harlem, is by a road car- 
ried over the flood-gates at Half Wegen. 
This place, as- you will naturally conceive 
from its fituatton, is capable of being ren- 
dered very firong, and no pains had been 
ipared by the Patriots, to fortify it in the 
beft manner. Batteries were erected accord- 
ing to the directions of a French officer, to 
whofe . care this important poft was * in- 
. trufted ; .and the approach from Harlem was 
rendered as difficult as poffible, -by breaking 
the bridges, cutting down trees, making 
.ditches acrofs the road, and laying the country 
underwater. All accefs to the town. of Am- 
irerdam, on this fide, was by thefe means 
fuppofed to be rendered impracticable, 

H The 
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The country to the South Weft, South, 
and South Eaft of the city, is rather 
below the level of the fea at high wa- 
ter, or the furface of the river Amftcl. 
The ground is, for the moft part, laid out 
in meadows, furrounded with wet ditches, 
and the meadows were at this time covered 
with water, by inundations which the Pa- 
triots had made, by breaking the dikes of 
the Amftel,' the Yecht, and the Nieuwe 
Meer. Thefe inundations, though, in ge- 
neral, they were not very deep, were ruffi- 
cient to render it impoffible for any troops 
to pafs through the meadows, as they could 
have no means of difcovering the ditches, 
with which they were furrounded, and in 
many places interfered. Such being the 
fituation, of the country, the only way by 
which it was poflible to approach Amfter- 
dam, was by the roads that run on the 
dikes ; and even this method of proceeding 
was almoft imprafttcable. The furface of 
the water was in fome places nearly on a 
level 
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level with the dikes, and the dikes are in 
general Co narrow, that few men could march 
abreaft, nor could more than one, or at moft 
two, pieces of ordnance be brought to bear 
at one time on the enemy's batteries. I 
{hall enlarge no further on the difficulty of 
advancing with an army through a country 
like that which I have defcribed. Every 
perfon who is acquainted with the military 
profeffion muft immediately be ftruck with it ; 
and nothing that I could fay would convey a 
proper idea of it, to thole who are not cori- 
verfant with the operations of war. 

The roads that lead to Amsterdam along 
the dikes, whien I have defcribed, are live 
in number, exclufive of the road to Harlem 
by the flood-gates at Half Wegen. One of 
thefe goes to the Eaft, towards Naarderi, 
along the dike of the Zuider Zee; and paffcs 
through Muiden, which lies about fix miles 
from Amfterdam, and is a regular fortifka-" 
tion. Another road nearer to the South 
Eaft, runs by Diemerbrug to Wefep, the 
former of whJkh places was defended by 
H % ftrong 
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Along batteries. A third road leads to Ar>- .' 
coude, and was defended by fimiiar batteries 
at Day vend regter Brug. A fourth road runs 
nearly South; by the fide of the Amftel, till 
it comes to the village of Ouderkerk. Here 
the Amftel is divided from the Bulle- 
wyck, and by the fides of thefe rivers are 
four narrow dikes. All thefe approaches 
to- Ouderkerk were ftrorvgly guarded. The 
laft road from Amflerdam runs nearly 
South Weft, at no great diftance from the 
Harlem Meer. This road leads to Utrecht, 
Leymuideu, and Leyden ; and, as an at- 
tack was chiefly dreaded on this fide, no- 
pains had been fpared, by the Patriots, in 
rajfing formidable batteries and intrench- 
ments at Amftelveen, a village about fix 
miles from Amfterdam, and at no great 
diftance from Ouderkerk, with which it is 
connected by a crofs dike. 

• AH thefe pofts were to be approached by the 
ftraigbt and narrow roads which I have defcrhV 
fid; they altogether formed a line which, ex- 
tending from Muiden to AmftHveen,- and Half 
Wegen,. 
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Wegen, was above 17 miles in length. Thej 
were "defended -by -works rajfed according ta 
the directions of French engineers. The 
batteries were plentifully fapplied with ar- 
tillery, and with French artillery men ; and 
the very beft troops in the fervice of the 
Patriots, were employed in the different pofts 
that were liable to be attacked. Together 
with all thefe advantages, they had an opep 
communication with Arofterdarn, from 
whence they could be fumifiied with fqp^ 
plies of all kinds, and to which they If ad 
an eafy retreat in cafe of neceffity. Armed 
veffels were ftationed on the Zgider Zee, to 
prevent the Pruffians from approaching on 
that fide, which they might otherwife have 
attempted by an embarkation from Naarden. 

Such were the means of defence, in 
which the citizens of Amfterdam repofed 
their confidence, aiid jfet at defiance thajt 
power to . whkh the reft of the province 
of Holland had yielded fubmiffion. Few 
perfpns, I believe, will .wonder at the fecu- 
rity of the Patriots, if they reftecTyihat thefe 
-were tfye barriers which, in a former age, 
H 3 had 
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had fet bounds to the conquefts of Louis 
the XlVth, and were found to be infur-r 
mountable by Conde, and by Luxembourg. 

The Pruffians, on the 30th of September, 
were ftationed in the villages of Aalfmeer, 
Kudetfteert, Uithoorn, Abcoude, and the 
town of Wefep. 

All hopes of peace being over, and the 
truce being expired, the Duke of Bruns- 
wick was obliged to have recourfe to arms,. 
He accordingly refolved to attack all the 
pofls of the enemy at the fame time ; and 
the morning of the firft of October, was 
fixed upon for carrying this plan into exe- 
cution. 

Orders were given for three different at- 
tacks to be made at Amftelveen, four at 
Ouderkerk, one at D.uyvendregter Brug, 
one at Diemerbrug, one at Muiden, and one 
at HalfWegen. Of this'laft J fliall take 
no further notice, having already given 
you a full account of its fuccefs. At the 
3 principal 
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principal attack on Amftelveen, the Duke 
was to command in perfon. Proper officers 
were Appointed to lead on the troops at the 
other places, and all were ordered to march 
at fochatime as to be ready at their refpec- 
tive ftations, at five o'clock in the morning, 
when three guns, fired at an interval of t> - 
feconds,* were to be the fignals of a geperr.. 
attack. 

J muft here obferve, that from the nature 
of the dikes, there were feveral of thefe at- 
tacks which it was not poffible to fuppofe 
could be fuccefsful, but they were defigned 
as Feints, to divide, and diflraft the attention 
of the enemy; and, at the fame time;, were 
attended with a chance of fuccefs, if that 
enemy mould negleft to make ufe of 
the advantages which the iituation af- 
forded. 

The principal object of the Duke, was to 

get poffeffion of Amftelveen, and the road 

from that poft to Amfterdam ; but as this 

was almoft impoffible by an attack in front, 

H 4 his 
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his . Highnefs refolved to attempt forprif- 
ing the enemy, by taking them, in the 



To determine if fuch l meafure could be 
carried into execution, a Britifli officer, Ttrhq 
bad adled as a Volunteer during the whole 
expedition, was directed to - proceed in a 
boat along the Harlem Meer, and make as 
accurate a furvey as poflible, of the fitua- 
tion of the ground behind Amftelveen. This 
dangerous, but important fervice, was exe- 
cuted with courage, ability, and fuccefs. 
Our countryman pafled ftyeral of the ene- 
my's batteries ; he proceeded along the Har- 
lem Meer to the further part of it, where, 
the lake terminates in a long narrow, bay, 
which is called the Nieuwe Meer; he exar 
mined the fituatjon of the grounds near the 
water ; and returned in fafety to the Duke,, 
making his report, that the enterprife, 
though difficult, was not impracticable. 
His Highnefs immediately refolved to under- 
take it, and a detachment of between fix 
and feven hundred men was embarked in 
l '-"' : ' ' '"' * " ' Bat 
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flat boatk at the village of Aalfmeer. Theft 
troops were, ordered to proceed along the 
Harlem Meer, to endeavour to land,, and 
gain the high road between Amfterdam and 
Amftelveen, and then, by attacking that 
yoU in the rear, to make way for tl)e en- 
trance of the Duke's army. As this object 
was of the greatcft importance, his High- 
nefs, for fear the detachment which crofted 
the lake mould not be fuccefsful, ordered 
two companies to endeavour, under cover of 
the night, to proceed along a footpath by 
the edge of the water, and in like manner 
to get into the. road at the back of Amflel- 
vecn. 

The charge of the embarcation was com- 
mitted to the fame officer who had exa- 
mined the banks of the lake on the former 
day, and under his direction the whole was 
conducted in luck a manner that not one 
boat was orerfct, nor one man loft, either in 
embarking orianding the foldiers. Anxious 
fo -arrive in time, to fecond the Duke's ef- 
forts, they ufed all poffible exertions ; and, 
I can 
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I can well conceive what was told me by 
one of the officers, that when it was near 
five o'clock, he was fcarce a moment with- 
. out looking at his watch. At laft they ar- 
rived at the fhore, and landed at a fpot called 
i Lelie, when, juft as the troops were getting 
out of. the boats, three guns were diftinttiy 
heard at an interval of ten feconds. The 
figtial was repeated by each of the Prurfian 
detachments, at their refpeftive {rations, and 
an univerfal cannonading immediately cn- 
fued. This redoubled the ardour of the fol- 
diers, but their difficulties were not over* 
The diftance from the road was not great, 
yet, on account of the inundations and 
ditches, the getting to it was by no means 
eafy. They were fortunate enough, at. this 
moment, to lay hold on two peafants, who, 
at that early hour, were come out to look 
after their cattle. Thefe men conducted the 
Pruffian troops to the road from Amsterdam, 
where they had the fatisfa&ion of being 
joined by the two companies who had marched 
by- the edge of the water; and after fur- 
mounting the greateft difficulties on account 

of 
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of the inundations, had arrived at Karne- 
melks Gat ; and like their comrades, gained 
the high road, about three miles from Ara- 
ftelveen. The detachment now divided, one 
part remaining to refift any /ally which 
might be made from Arafterdam, the other 
proceeding' directly towards Amftelveen. 

The charge of the embarcation, as I be* 
fore obferved, had been intrufted to a Britifh 
Volunteer; but after the troops had made 
good their landing, they proceeded under 
the command of a Pruffian officer. This 
officer advanced with the utmoft gallantry at 
the head of the detachment, all opposition 
was foon overcome, the Patriots were driven 
from a ftrong battery, and feven traverfes, 
which they "had ere&ed in the rear of Am- 
ftelveen; and the Pruffians were arrived 
within a fliort diftance of the village, when, 
in Mead of entering it, they halted at tho 
laft traverle, This is faid to have been 
owing to a mifapprehenfion of orders, with 
refpect to the care which it would be 
nepeflary to take, left the fire of the two 
divifions 
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divisions of the arm; '.''■."' -tn 

|n op'pofoe dircclitjiis, Ihjuiu i, .ed 

with Jofs to their own troops. 

More than four hoyrs did the Pruffians 
remain in this fituation, during part of which 
time they were expofed to the fire of the 
enemy's cannon, which fortunately were 
elevated too high; and during the whole of 
it, were anxious to the laft degree, with re- 
{pe€t to the fate of the Duke and their fel- 
low ibldiers, who they were fure, from the 
continuance of the cannonade, were all that 
time perflating in the attack. 

Nor was there lefs anxiety on the fide of 
their General. HHHighnefs had advanced 
before day-light along the road from Kudel- 
fteert, till he came to a fmall hamlet, which 
» called from its fituation Hand- van- Ley den. 
It was at this place,- about 1200 yards from 
Amftelveen, that the fignal was given, and 
the attack began. 

The 
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The Duke in a Ihott time made himfelF - 
matter of an advanced work of the Patriots, 
about 400 yards nearer to Amftelveen. 
The Pruffian troops ' were difpofed in 
the moft advantageous manner that the 
fitu ation of the dike would admit ; but 
it was foon very apparent .that the in- 
trenchments of Amftelveen were fuch as 
could not be forced on this fide *, if they 
were properly defended by the Patriots. 
The Duke, after bringing forwards a 
howitzer, with wh'ieh he endeavoured to 
annoy the enemy as much as poflible, ordered, 
the greater part of the troops to retire to 
Hand-van-Leyden, between 'Which place and 
Noordammerbrug, a battery had been raifed, 
to attempt to take the intrenchments of the 
village in flank. His Highnefs in the meaa 
time remained, with the howitzer and one 
battalion, near the advanced work which he 



* Thefe intrenchments are particularly defcribed in t 
other account of this engagement. 



had 
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had taken, looking continually for the ap- 
pearance of the detachment • which he bad 
lent' by the Harlem Meer. It was on the 
fuccefs of that meafure, that his hopes of 
getting poffeffion of Amftelveen were prin- 
cipally founded. 

The Patriots, on the other hand, were 
well prepared to receive their enemies. They 
had employed the preceding night in getting 
every thing ready for that purpofe, and 
now, protected by the works which they 
had thrown up, and fenfible of the advan- 
tages of their fituation, they kept up a heavy 
fire upon the affailants. ThePerfon whole life 
was of the greateft confequence, was at this 
time the moil expofed to the batteries of 
Amftelveen. 

At laft, after watting between four and 
, five hours, the Pruffian troops received the 
reward of their labours. The officer who 
commanded the two companies which had 
marched by the edge of the Harlem Meer, 
now 
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now quitted the reft of the detachment, and 
advancing with his divifioh into the village of 
Amftelveen, attacked the enemy in the rear, 
drove them from their batteries, and made a 
free opening for the Duke's army. * 

I am fure yon will forgive my national va- 
nity, when I mention, with no lefs pleafure 
than truth, that in this enterprife he was 
accompanied by the fame Britim officer, who 
had conducted the embarcation of the troops. 
Fortune feconded the bravery of my coun- 
tryman, and he happened to be the firft 
perfon who made his way through the vil- 
lage of Amftelveen, and brought the news 
of fuccefs to the Duke of Brunfwick. 

This blow decided the fate of Amsterdam. 
The Duke, now mafter of the high road, 
could advance as near the city as he pleafed, 
and might with little trouble have bombarded 
it, if his moderation, in the moment of 
conqueft, had not been equal to his courage, 
in the hour of combat. 

The 
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The great ©bjecr. being gained, the dif- 
ferent detachments were ordered to retire 
from the other) attacks, none of which, ex- 
cept that at H|lf Wegen, bad been facceis- 
fuL The Patriots had defended themfelves 
with courage; and the Pruffian troops, 
though tbey a&ed with the greateft ipirit, 
had found it irapoffible to drive them from 
their batteries. 

I (hall not detain you with an account of 
what pafled at thofe attacks ; but I cannot help 
mentioning one circumftahce, which xepre- 
ieots, m a ftrong light, the chara&er of the 
Pruflian Grenadiers. A piece of cannon 
was brought forward near Diemerbrug, 
, drawn by three horfes, which were all killed 
in the action, and when the troops were or- 
dered to retire, it was thought proper to 
leave the cannon behind them. It would 
accordingly have been left, if the Grenadiers 
? would have permitted it, but as foon as 
they heard it, they*refolved to .return to the 
place, and bring the cannon away with their 
own 
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owif hands. This they performed, and not 
contented with fo doing, they went back a 
fecond time, through the hotteft fire of the 
enemy, and brought away part of the car- 
riage which had been left behind. When 
the bufinefs was over, their Commander gave 
them fome money, as a reward for their 
courage; but thefe brave fellows immediately 
cried out, they would give it to fuch of their 
comrades as had been wounded in the en- 
terprife. 

In the attack at Amftelveen, the Duke loft 
about 50 men : in the other attacks 4 offi- 
cers and about 100 foldiers were killed, and 
as many were very feverely wounded, 

I have not been able to learn what the lofs 
was on the fide of the Patriots; moft of 
thofe who were killed were immediately 
thrown into ditches, and the number has 
not been exaftly ascertained. 

The Duke who always appeared to make 
I it 
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it a rule not to riflt the life of one l$an 
without a,bfolute neceflity, had the fatis- 
faction of feeing the meafures which he 
had taken, attended with: complete fuccefs. 
The troops that occupied ,the village of 
Ouderkerk, to which thofe who efcaped from 
Amftelveen had retired, finding the Pruf- 
fians advanced towards Amftcrtfam, and 
fearing their communication with that city 
would be cut off, abandoned their poft, and 
withdrew to the town the" night after the 
action. The other out pofts of the Patriots 
were furrendered a fliort time afterwards, 
and the Pruffians, without being obliged to 
fire another (hot, became matters of all the 
avenues which led to A m fterdam. 

On the evening of the engagement, the 
magiftrates took great pains to conceal from 
the people the real ftate of their affairs. As 
they had repulfed the Pruffians in feveral 
places, they boafted of their victory ; but, 
as they knew that the city could no longer- 
be defended, they feat deputies to the 
Duke 

3 
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Duke on the very next morning, to propofe . 
terms of capitulation *. 

* I- wai- allured of the truth of the following ciremttflarice 
from very good authority. 

The truce between the Duke of Brunfwick and the city of 
Atnfterdam expired on the evening of the 30th of Septem- 
ber. On the morning of that day, the officer who com- 
manded at Amftelveen, informed the magiftrates, that every 
thing was fecure, unleis the Pruffiana attacked his rear by 
croffing the Harlem Meer. In order to prevent this, he ad- 
vife'd them to ftatiort fome Armed Vellel; on the Lake. The 
magistrates replied, that they would do it the very next 
day.' Unfortunately for them, the Prulhans croflcd the 
Harlem Meer in the intermediate night. Had the Duke of 
Brunfwick delayed carrying this plan into execution but 
twelve hours, there is great reafon to believe the attempt 
would have been ineffectual. 



Iz - An 



=?i, Google 



jy Google 



( "7 ) 



An Account of the different Actions 
which happeped in the Neigh- 
•bourhood of Amfterdam, on the 
firft of October 1787 : written by 
a Pruffian Officer in the Army of 
His Serene Highnefs the Duke of 
Brunfwick *. 



ON the evening of the 30th of Septem- 
ber, the Duke of Brunfwick aflembled all 
the Generals and Commanding Officers, to 

give 

* Though I have no reafon to fufpect the truth of tor 
part of the foregoing letter, yet I am happy to hare procured 
an account of the engagement at Amftdvten, which 
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give them inftrudtions, and communicate a 
plan, in purfuance of which a general at- 
tack was to be made on the enemy, the next 
morning at five o'clock. 

His Highnefs's difpofitions were as fol- 
lows : one battalion of Grenadiers, two 
companies of the ' regiment of Marwitz, 
and 20 Chaflears, were to march the lama 
night to Aalfmeer, where they were to em- 
bark in flat boats which were ready for them. 
Their orders were, to pafs the' Harlem 
Meer, to land near Slootert, and from thence 
to proceed to Zwanenburg, in order to make 

was written by a PrutEan officer. As it. appears that 
this officer was not one. of the detachment which croffed 'he 
Harlem Meer, I cannot help believing that, with regard to 
that expedition, he was lefs accurately, informed than myfelf. 
I nevertheless thinltit right to publifh both our hiftoriesof 
the action, as it U poflible I may have been tniflaken $ ' ■ 
afidln that cafe, the Pruffian officer's, account will be the 
nteans-of c-orre&ing whatever is defective in my letter. For 
tbjs rsafon t hope 1 fhall not be thought guilty of torment- 
ing my readers nptiita iramk. 

them- 
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themfelves mafters of the fluices at that 
place. 

At the fame time, another battalion, and 
20 Huflars, were* to march to Aalfmeer, to 
embark in like manner in nut boats,- to pro- 
ceed along the Nieuwe Meer, to land near a 
bleaching-ground, and endeavour to take the 
enemy in the rear, by the read from Over- 
toom. 

A third detachment, confiding of two 
companies, was to advance along a crofs dike 
to, Karnemelks Gat, and to get behind the 
intrenchments of Amftelveen, fo as to at- 
tack them in the rear, at the fame time that - 
the Duke attacked them in front. 

His Highnefs having communicated theft 
difpofitiions to the commanding officers, and 
having given inftru£ions to each one in parti- 
cular; ordered all the battalions to be in 
motion at the beginning of the night, in 
" order to march to their refpeftive ftations. 

I 4 The 
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The officer who commanded the firfl dei 
tachment, having embarked with his troops 
at eight o'clock in the evening, landed- at 
half after one in the neighbourhood of 
Slooten. He left 30 men to take care of the 
boats, and advanced to Slooten, which he 
occupied with the two companies of the re- 
giment of Marwitz.; he then continued his' 
march to Ooftdorp, and. pofted 30 men oii 
the road which leads to Amfterdam, after 
which he endeavoured to gain the flukes at * 
Zwanenburg without alarming the garrifon; 
Proceeding forwards, he found a piece of 
heavy ordnance, which was left behind 
an intrenchment that had been raifed near 
the little village, of Half Wegen. This 
cannon he ordered to be fpiked ; but, unfor- 
tunately, as one of the cannoniers was en- 
deavouring to do it, a fpark from the nail 
difcharged the piece, and alarmed the Pa- 
triots, who foon after began to fire, from the 
houfes of Half Wegen. Notwithstanding 
(his, our troops ran forwards to Zwanen* 
burg, aud took pofleffion of the fluice, which 
7 rfiey 
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they Found was defended by good for- 
tifications, and a battery of five pieces 
of cannon. The Patriots, as foon as they 
appeared, were difarmed and made prifcners. 
Immediately after taking this place, the 
Chafleurs, and two companies of the bat- 
talion, were fent forwards to the fiuice of 
Sparendam, of which they made themfelves 
matters in the fame manner. 

In the mean time, the officer who com- 
manded the fecond detachment, after em- 
barking at Aalfmeer, and pafling along the 
NJeuwe Meer, arrived about Four o'clock 
near a bleaching-grou'nd called Lelie. Here 
he landed his troops, and waited the fignal 
appointed for the general attack. 

The third detachment had alfo arrived at 
the fame time, and with' the fame fuccefs, at 
Karnemelks Gat, after being obliged to re- 
pair feveral bridges that had been broken, 
and after paffing the crofs dike, which they 
found but rtttle damaged by the inundation. 
Being 
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Being arrived at that place, and finding they 
now had not more than 400 paces to march, 
\n order to gain the high road from Amfter- 
dam, the troops were ordered by their com- 
mander to lay down on the ground, . that 
they might wait the fignal without being 
difcavered. 

The Duke having refolved to command in 
perfon, the attack which was to be made on 
the front of the enemy's intrench ments, gave 
orders for 200 Huffars, and 80 Chafieurs, 
together with the battalion of Droit* to be 
ready for that purpofe, Twfy fix-pounders 
and four howitzers were to be taken with 
them. The regiment of Waldeck was or- 
dered to follow, but it was to be at forne 
diftance, in order to avoid confufion, as the 
dike of Amftelveen was very narrow, and 
on each fide of it were deep ditches full of 
water. The meadows were alfo covered by 
the inundations, fo that very little ground 
was left, in which the foldiers could move or 
aft. 

At 
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At one o'clock in the morning of the firft 
of October, the troops began to march. 
They arrived at half after two at the bridge 
of Noordammer, which had been broken 
down by the enemy, but was foon repaired, 
and was covered with ftraw, that the fol- 
diers might pafs it without making any 
nbife. Twenty Hufiars were ftationed at the 
end of tins bridge, and the reft of the troops 
, were arranged in the following maimer : 

The Chafleurs were placed on the fides of 
the dike, two men deep, with orders to en- 
deavour, during the attack, to make their 
way on the right hand or the left, according 
as the ground would allow them, in order to 
take the enemy in. flank. The Chafleurs 
were followed by the firft platoon of the 
Grenadiers of Droft, who had with them 
two pieces, of cannon. Behind this platoon, 
and at the difbnce of 300 paces, marched the 
reft of the battalion of Droft, having with 
them two howitzers ; the other two how- 
itzers 
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itzers followed with the regiment of Wal- 
deck. 

It. was in this order that the troops pro- 
ceeded, to Hand- van- Leyden, of which a 
patrol of the enemy had juft taken pofieflion, 
but was foon diflodged by the fire of the 
Chafleurs. This village being occupied, and 
two pieces of cannon being placed upon the 
dike which leads to Amftelveen, the fignal 
of a general attack was given at five o'clock 
in the morning, and foon afterwards we faw 
diftinftly the fire of the batteries at Ouder- 
kerk. 

The Chaffeurs, followed by the firft pla- 
toon of the Grenadiers of Droft, advanced 
to clear the dike of the trees, which the Pa- 
triots had laid acrofs it. This being per- 
formed, the Duke immediately attacked an 
intrenchment of the enemy, ibme hundred 
paces from Hand- van- Ley den, and carried 
it at the firft onfet, not withftan ding its be- 
ing furrounded by a ditch filled with water, 
and defended by palifades. 

The 
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The day now began to break, and we Taw 
duTinctly that the enemy had railed another 
Intrenchraent between Amftelveen, and that 
of which we had juft taken pofleffion. This 
work had before it a double ditch full of water, 
and it was defended by Cheveaux de Frife, 
which the commanding officer in Amftcl- 
veen had conftru&ed in fuch a manner, as to 
bear upon the dike, both to the right and 
left of the draw-bridge. This determined 
the Duke to hajt in the intrenchment that 
we had taken. 

His Highnefs immediately fent forward the 
Chafleurs, to a fpot where, being protected 
by sforae hay-ftacks, they were to try to 
throw a bridge over the ditch of this in- 
trenchment ; that, by lb doing, we might be 
able to advance our artillery, and oppofe it 
to that of the enemy ; which being effected, 
a howitzer was placed upon the dike, not*- 
withstanding a briflt fire from the batteries 
of Amftelveen. 

After 
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After the action,, it was found that this 
fingle ptece of artillery had confiderably da- 
, maged both the batteries of the Patriots, and 
the houfes of the village. The enemy, ne- 
verthelefs, continuing to cannonade us very 
.warmly, his Highnefs, after feveral fruitlefs 
attempts, ordered the Chaffeurs to retreat, 
and the fame orders were given to the Gre- 
nadiers of Droft, who were equally expoied 
to the batteries. The inciter received from 
the hay was by this time loft, from its hav- 
ing been fet on fire. Both thefe parties retired 
to Hand- van-Ley den j where a battery had 
been raifed to fire upon Amftelveen. 

In this pofition we waited during four 
hours and a half, with the urmoft impatience, 
looking for the approach of the detachments 
which the Duke had feiit to attack the ene- 
my in the rear, and oblige them to divide 
their forces, which at prefent were all di- 
rected againft us. It muft be allowed that, 
during the whole of this time, his Highnefs 
was in a very dangerous and critical iitua* 
tion. 
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tJon. He neverthelefs continued to encou- 
rage his troops, and inspire them, with all 
the intrepidity of which his own behaviour 
had" let them an example. To render oar 
fituation more "defperate, we faw, about ten 
o'clock, a reinforcement of regular troops 
coming towards Amftelveen, by the dike of 
Ouderkerk. We had already prepared ,our- 
felves to go to meet this reinforcement, and 
engage it on the dike * ; when, on a fudden, 
the face of affairs was entirely changed in 
our favour. 

The detachment which c rolled the Harlem 
Meer, had mad? themfelves matters of all 
the intrenchments on the dike of Overtoom ; 
and the two companies of the regiment of 

* I hare raferted this circurn fiance, becftnfe it is expreJiif 
mentioned -io the original. I conceive, however, that the 
writer muft have been miflaken. The Pruffians had no 
means of getting to the dike between Amftelveen and 
Ouderkerk. If this had been in their power, they would 
certainly have done it when the action began, in order 
to attack Amftelveen in flank. 

rVlarwitz, 
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Marwitz, after having driven the enemy 
from their works on the dike which led to 
Amftelveen, had purfued them vigoroufly 
into the village, which obliged the Patriots 
to retire precipitately towards Ouderkerk. 
The Duke no fooner perceived the approach 
of his detachments, than he advanced with 
the Chaffeurs, and 24 Grenadiers towards 
the enemy's battery. He ordered the ditch 
to be filled, and joined the two companies 
of Marwitz, which were already in the in- 
trenchments. We cannonaded the enemy 
with their own guns, as long as they were 
within our reach, but they fled with fuch 
hafteas to efcape our purfuit. It was in this 
manner that this memorable action was ter- . 
initiated. 

We took 318 prifoners, among whom 
were 20 that were wounded. We alfo took 
in the intrench ments, 1 7 cannon, one how- 
itzer, and an immenfe quantity of military 
{tores. As the Patriots had immediately 
buried thole who were killed, it was not 
poflible to afcertain their number. Our 

lofs 
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lof&confiftedin 19 -men killed.arrd -^wotrodcd* 
Che greater part of whofe.wounds were Very 
bad ones. , 

As the fort of Ouderkerk is furrounded on 
alt fides by the river Amftel, and by wide 
ditches filled with water, our artillery alone 
was notable to force it to furrender, though 
it had confide rably damaged the houfes in 
the village. The fire of our batteries was 
accordingly ordered to ceafe ; foon after which 
we were informed that the enemy had aban- 
doned the place, and were retired to Amfter- 
dam. Upon the receipt of this intelligence^ our' 
troops went the fame evening to take pof- 
lefiion of the fort, in which they found 1 6 
Patriots mortally wounded. 

The next morning, fome deputies ar- 
rived from the magiftrates of Amfterdam, 
who came to propofe a reflation of arms ; 
alluring the Duke, that the mag'iftracy was 
ready to fubmit to any term* which he fhould 
think proper to" prefcribe. His Highnefs 
Agreed to comply with their requeftj but at 
K the 
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the fame time gave orders to make all xtcceY 
fary preparations for bombarding this great 
city, ,in cafe the magistrates mould violate 
their engagement *• 

* Several copies of tins letter haw been eaauhtcd. That 
which I have tranflated I believe, to be, one of the molt 
accurate ; but it is, in (bine refpects, different from othef 
copies. I mention this circumftanee, becaoJe 1 am IcnfibW 
that what I have here infcrted, is not a literal translation of 
that account of the engagement,, which appeared in fome of 
the Foreign Gazettes. 
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LETTER Xir. 



Dear Sir, *r*» Oft. <«. »7*?* 

SINCE the rft of this month, the Duke 
of Brunfwick has continued at Amftelveen, 
waiting the event of the negotiations, which 
Were renewed at the Hague, fbon after the 
late engagement. As nothing of confequcnce" 
has happened in the Pruffian army, I think 
I cannot do better than give you fome ac- 
count of what is going on at this place. 

On the 6"th, the Deputies of Amfterdam 
took their feats with the other members of 
the States of Holland, and gave their affent 
-to whatever had been done fuice the 17 th 
of September. 

K a . ,Tfac 
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The Aflembly being now complete, it was 
unanimoufly agreed to fend a deputation to 
the Princefs of Orange, to alk what fatif- 
factiou (he required, for the infult which had 
been offered her at Schoonhoven. 

On the 8th, a letter was received from the 
Princefs, in which the exprefled her delire, 
that no other puniftiment might be infli&ed 
on the perfons who bad offended her, except 
their being no longer continued in offices of 
truft, in which they might have it in their 
power to difturb the public tranquillity. 
(ViJc Appendix* p. %yj 

The States, as loon as they received this 
letter, fent again to the Princefs, to inquire 
who the perfons were that had been guilty 
of the offence. A lift of fixteen names has 
been returned by her Royal Highnefs, and 
there is no doubt, but the perfons who are 
mentioned in that lift* will be deprived of 
the offices which they hold in their relpecttve 
cities*. 

* Th« was dons on the I itb. 

The 
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The fate of Amfterdam is now in great 
meafure determined, and one caufe of anxiety 
is of courfe removed. It is true that fome 
points are ftill unfettled ; but thefe are 
trifling objefts in comparison with the great 
queflion — whether the Capital was to agree 
to thole refolutions which the States of Hol- 
land have lately adopted,, or a civil war was 
to continue in the Province. This queftion 
was decided by the Pruffian army on the firft 
pf this month. 

All kinds of diversions and entertainments 
are in the mean time going on at the Hague; 
and though I have often experienced the fa- 
vourable reception which an Englishman is 
almoft fure to meet with on the Continent, 
yet I muft allow, that whatever I have for- 
merly feen, falls very Short of the 'kindnefs 
with which 1 am now treated. This may 
poffibly be in fome meafure owing to my 
having palled fome time at this place, when 
the late British Ambaffador was here. 
K 3 His 
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His name- is ftill mentioned by. the moft 
refpe&able perfons in Holland, with thq 
ftrongeft expreflions of friendship and ef- 
teem. J do not, however, attribute the par- 
tiality of which I am nowfpeaking,entir,ely to, 
that caufe. It is, not peculiar to me, nor am, 
I indebted for it to my own merits, hut tq 
thofe perfons in England, who have a£ted 
fuch a part as makes their countrymen fe- 
cure of being received in the United Pro- 
vinces, in a manner which is highly gratifying 
' to our feelings. 

I know that in what I am going to fay you 
will laugh at my national prejudices; yoq, 
may dp fo, and 1 will hqneftly plead guilty 
to the^ charge of being partial to my own 
country ; but I do aflert, that 1 never did, 
nor ever will, allow that partiality to be- 
tray me to exceed the bounds of truth. 
Having laid this, I -w^ll fairly confefs, that 
^rny pride is flattered in the higheft degree, 
by the exprellions of gratitude, with which 
the friends of the Stadtholder mention the 
_ conduct 
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conduct of Great Britain, on the- late trying 
emergency. They all acknowledge that th« 
revolution was not more the work of the 
King of Pruffia, than of the King of Eng- 
land; and that it was by the exertions of 
the Bmifh Cabinet, that an opportunity was 
given to - the Puke of Brunswick, to difplay 
{hole talents which are now the fubjeit of 
nniverfal admiration. 

I do not think I mould exprefs myfelf too 
ftrongly, if I were to extend this laft obfer- 
vation to all the inhabitants of the Republic ;. 
for even the Patriots, whatever averfion they 
may bear to thofe who have contributed 
to their overthrow, cannot deny, that Great 
Britain has been always true to the party 
whofe intereft '%% adopted ; nor can they 
deny, that its exertions have been productive 
of very important e-ffects. 

Moft of the nobility, and perfons of the 

firft confequence at the Hague, exprefs the 

greateft fatisfaction at the reftoration of the 

Sradrhdder ; and though fomeof them are 

K 4 GUI 
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' $11. afraid of 'new troubles being excited by 
thoie who have, lately been fubdued ;-yet, 
in general,- they hope that the eftabliihed 
Conftitmipn will now be fupported, and that 
if alliances can, be. formed with England and 
Pruflta, the Republic may recover its former 
ftate of happiness *nd profperity, 

Thefe, I affure you, axe the fentirhcnts of 
perfons of the firft rank in this country. 
An Qppofite clafs, I mean the lower order of 
people, are for the moft part attached to the 
family of Orange, . and are happy at the 
return of the Prince. This was very evi- 
dent when the late change took place, for 
the populace were no fooner at liberty to aft 
according to their incliuations, than they 
almoft all appeared impatient to throw off 
their fubmifiiqn to their rulers. 

You will perhaps think that I have no better 
grounds for this aflertjon, than feeing every 
bodydreffed \a orange-coloured ribbons, and 
enjoying for a -moment the alteration in 
the government. I aflure you that I go 
further. 
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farther. The countenance of happinefs oc 
difcotitent is not eafily miftaken, nor can it 
be eafily diftembled by the lower order of 
people ; and that perfon' muft, in my opi- 
nion, have had little knowledge of Human 
Nature, who could hare travelled through 
Holland as 1 have done, at , this interesting 
moment, and not have perceived that moft 
of the towns, villages, and hamlets, were 
filled with a populace who were tranfported 
with joy at fome fortunate event. In 
making this . obfervation, . J mean it as 
general, not as untverfal. Some places I 
have feen, where the greater part of the inha- 
bitants had looks of difappointment, which 
their orange ribbons could not poffibly conceal. 

The middle clafs of people, the Burg- 
hers, are thole with vvhofe fentiments I 
have the leaft opportunity of being ac- 
quainted ; but I imagine they are lefs fa- 
vourably inclined to the Stadtholder than 
either the higher or lower order of people. 
1 believe, however, from the beft informa- 
tion I can obtain, that if it were poffible to 

poll 
3 
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jjqII all the inhabitants of the Seven Pro, 
vjticfis (excepting the city of Amfterdam) a 
great majority of per&ns would declare 
their fatisfa&ion at the reparation of the 
prince of Orange. Within the walls of the 
capital I fup'pofe the very reverie would be 
the cafe ; put, not baying been there, I 
cannot fpeak with any degree of certainty 
Jippn the fubjeft, 

. If the account whiph I have given is true, 
you will aflc, How it came to pafs that the 
Stadtholder was driven out of Holland, and 
the affiftance of a foreign army was neceflary 
to reflore his authority? To anfwer this 
queftion* I muft beg you to confider the 
conftitutjon of the Republic. Confider how 
very limited is the authority of the States 
General ; how great a #iare of power refides 
in the raagiftnttes of the different towns; 
what weight the province of, Holland, from 
its wealth, muft always have in the affairs 
of the Republic ; and, how great influence 
the city, of Amfterdam muft as certainly 
pofiefs 
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poflTcfs in the Aflembly of the States of that 
province P. 

} have often inquired, by what raeaas, the 
Patriots obtained fgch ablblute power in the? 
Regency of Ajnfterdam, and in the Aflem- 
bly of the States of Holland. 

The following anfwer has been given ma 
by perfbns on whofe veracity I think I can 
depend. Great influence the Patriots had 
long . poneffedjL for their party was very 
&rong; butt neverthelefs, in the courfe of 
fhe late diiputes, ieveral cities which had 
the right of fending Deputies to the States 
of the Province, were well inclined to the 
Stadtholder ; and others, though in general 
they were difpofed to favour the Patriotic 
.caufe, were not willing to proceed to fuch 
lengths, as the chief perfons of that party 
were defirous of leading them. 



* Holland pays above half the. expeoces of the Republic. 
Amtfordam pays above half the quota of the Province of 

Holland^. 

In 
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In the beginning of the month of April, 
the States of Holland were fo equally di- 
tided, that it was, for fome time, difficult to 
fay which party had the majority, queftions 
of great importance being more than once 
decided by a cafting vote. In order to re- 
move the difficulties which arofe from this 
circumftance, and to obtain a majority in the 
Regencies of the towns, and of courfe in 
the States of the Province, the moft violent 
meafures were employed by the Patriots. 
Let me give you one fad, as an example of 
their proceedings. ' 

On the 21ft of April, when the magi£ 
trates of Amsterdam were fitting in the ex- 
ercife of their duty, an armed force fur- 
rounded the Stadthoufe. The leaders of the 
party came into the Auembly, and delivered 
a paper, containing the names of feveral 
perfonsin the Regency, who, they faid, were 
unfit for the office which they held. They 
added, that the Burghers infilled upon their 
being 
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being difmifled, and others appointed in their 
place. The paper was not figned by any one 
perfon ; but, in confequence of this meafure* 
nine magifrrates were forced from a fituation 
which is generally confidered as being held 
for life, and an equal number of Patriots 
were chofen is their room. 

Thefe proceedings excited much diicon- 
tent among the oppofite party. The depofed 
rnagiftrates remonftrated in the ftrongeft 
manner, and applied for redrefs to the States 
of the Province : but their application was 
fruitlefs. ' A majority of' that Aflembly 
thought proper to declare, that the bufinefs 
was to be confidered as a domeftic concern, 
the decifion of which they left to the ma- 
giftrates of the city, in which the mea- 
fure that was complained of had taken 
place. 

The party which brought about this 

change in the capital, did the fame in the 

other 
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other towns, of Holland, though not to pre- 
cifely the fame manner; In many of thoft 
towns the Patriots were not fufBciently 
ftrong t6 z€t as they had done at Amfterdahi; 
and it Was neceflary to fend an armed force* 
to effect the' purpofe which was intended. 
A kind of flying camp was accordingly 
formed, which confifted of Patriotic Volun- 
teers, who went from city to city, through 
the whole Province, purging the Regencies* 
This was their expreffion, and thefe were 
the means by which they performed it. In 
every city, they forcibly turned out thofe 
magistrates who were friends to the Stadt- 
holder; and, by placing Patriots in their 
room, obtained a majority in the Regencies 
of the towns, aud- almoft an unanimity in 
the States of the Province. 

The Brille was the only place in which, 
by the affiftance of a Swifs garrifon, the 
Magistrates were enabled to defeat the at- 
tempts of the Patriots, and prevent the Vo- 
lunteers from entering their city. During 

the 
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the latetrcjublcs the officers and foldiers of.tfitf 
Swifs regiments were remarkable for that fide- 1 
tity which U the ehara&eriftic of their nation* 
To get rid of this obftacle, ft was propofed 
in the States of Holland, that the garrifon of 
the Brills ihould remove to Gertruidenbtrrg. 
The Deputies of the town, knowing very 
well, that as ibon as the foldters quitted it* 
the Volunteers would enter,' and dcpofe 
the magistrates, objected to the propofaf* 
Some delay was by thefe means obtaioed 3 
but a meafure of this kind would probably 
have been carried into execution in a few 
days, both at the Brille, and the Hague, if 
the march of the Pruffian army had not 
fuddenly counteracted all the plans, which 
had been formed by the Patriots. 

It is time to put an end to this long dif- 
fertation, for 1 believe you will rather give 
k that name, than call it a letter. 

If I have placed any thing in an improper 
light, it is becaufe I am deceived my (elf, for 
I endeavour to ftatCvevery thing to you, ex- 
actly 
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*£Uy as it is reprefented to me; and, if 
further observation (hoald convince me that 
I am wrong, I affure you I fliali be very 
ready [^acknowledge my error*. 

* I think it right to mention in (his place, that the 
above account was obtained from perrons who were at- 
tached to the Orange party. I mult add, on the other 
hand, that the accounts of thefe extraordinary tranfaclioni, 
which are 10 be found in the Patriotic paper;, do not 
differ materially from the fub fiance, of the foregoing letter. 
They relate the facVin much the fame manner, but ftate 
the violent removal of the magiftrates, to have been aruesfure 
abfolutcly neceffary for the prefertration of liberty, and the 
Republic. 

Thofe perfbni who think it was illegal for a body of 
armed men to depole the lawful rulers of the chief cities 
of Holland, will probably be of opinion, that, from thii 
period, the Aflembly of the State* of that Province could not 
be contldered as the lawful Sovereign of the country, but ai 
being compofed of men, elc&ed, and fupported by no other 
right than the force of a mulket. In order to make this 
letter more intelligible, 1 hava added to the Appendix 
(Page 93.) a Iketch of fuch parts of 'the conftitution of tlis 
Republic as are moil connected with the iubject* 
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LETTER XIIL 



DEAR Sir, Amfterdam.O&ia, 1787. 

AS loon as I had reafon to think this 
town acceffibld, I refolved to come here ; and 
as I wiftied to fee all its environs in the beft 
manner, I provided myfelf and my fervant 
with Englifh horfes, and yefterday, about' 
noon, 1 fet out from the Hague. Inftead of 
the common road by Harlem, I came on the 
Kaft fide of the Lake, and arrived, about 
five o'clock, at the village of Leymuideri. 

As I had rid more than twenty miles, and 
intended to pafs the night at that place, I 
conferfs I was a Httledifappoiured, at finding 
every houfe occupied by Peuflian Huffars. 
Having more than ooce experienced the hof- 
L pitaliry 
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pitality of officers of that nation, I addrefled 
myfelf to the firft that I met. I told him* I 
was an Engliftiman going to Amfterdam, 
and fliould be much obliged tchim* if he 
could Inform me where was the neareft vil- 
lage, in which I could get lodgings for myfelf 
and my horfes. 

The officer replied, that all the villages in 
the neighbourhood were filled with Pruffian 
troops ; but, that it would always give him 
pleafure to be of any ufe to an Englifh gen- 
tleman ; that he fliould be happy if I would 
accept of half of his apartment ; and, in 
that cafe, he would take care that my fer- 
vant and horfes fliould be provided for. I 
immediately accepted this obliging offer, 
and have feldom pafl'ed a more agreeable 



I now received the firft authentic intelli- 
gence of the Pruflians being maftersof Am* 
fterdam ; whichcircumftance, together with 
the different events of the campaign, and 
fome particulars relating to the action at 
Amftel- 
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Amftelvecn, furniihed fufficient matter of 
eonverfation. 

This morning, I took leave of my kind 
hoft, and continued my journey, feeling imr 
patient to fee the fituation of the country, 
where an engagement took place, which is 
fpoken of by all profeffional perfons, as hav- 
ing been conducted in fuch a manner as 
would have added to the military fame of the 
greateft Generals. 

A melancholy Icene now prefented itfelf 
to my view. The road along which I 
pafled, ran on the top of a narrow .dike, 
and the country on both fides was 
wholly covered with water, which in 
fome places rofe as, high as the .road. 
This great extent of water had not the 
. appearance of a fea, or a lake- The fitu- 
ation of the conn try -houfes and cottages, 
trees and gardens, which were f^en in great 
numbers, (hewed but too plainly to what 
caufc the inundation was owing. The fight 
L 2 of 
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of many handfome villas, for the prefent 
wholly abandoned, and the idea of the Ws 
fuftained by their owners, was very unpleaf- 
ing ; but I did not feel fo much on their 
account, as on that of the peasants. The 
little property of the poor people was, m 
a manner, deftroyed by thefe efforts which 
the Patriots had made, in hopes of prevent- 
ing the Pmffians from approaching Airr- 
fterdam. 

Other reflexions of a very different kind 
were raifed in my mind, by the appearance 
of the country. I could not help admir- 
ing both the conduit of the General, and 
the bravery of the troops, who had made 
themfelves matters of a city which was 
placed in a Situation, that would by moft ar- 
mies have been thought inacceflibfe. I alfo 
reflected with great pleafare, that the fpirit 
and expedition with which the Duke of 
Brunfwick advanced, had hindered fimilar 
inundations from being made in other places, 
and had, probably, been the means of pre- 
venting 
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venting the greater part of the province of 
Holland from exhibiting the fad fpectacle 
that was to be feen near the city of Amfter- 
dam. 

Continuing my journey along the narrow 
dike which 1 have described, I came iu little 
more than an hour to the village of Ani- 
ftelveen, where other figns of the effects of 
war prefented themfelves to me. The marks 
of a warm cannonade were vifibleon all fides; 
and the remains of tlie different works 
which the Patriots had erected for their 
protection, left me in aftoniftiment at the 
means by which the Pruffians had made 
themfelves matters of the place. One cir- 
cumstance, which 1 had feverai times observed 
fince I came into Holland, here ftruck me 
in> a very ftrong light, and gave me great 
Satisfaction. In this village, in which the 
engagemept en the firft of October had 
taken place, I could discover no houfe that 
had been burnt, nor hear of any perfon 
who had been killed or wounded by the 
JL 3 Pruffian. 
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Pruffian foldiers,' except in the time of 
a&ion *. 

- I proceeded with little alteration in the 
fur rounding view, till I came to the Over- 
toom, at the entrance of which are the ' 
head quarters of the Duke of Brunfwick* 
His Highnefs immediately gave me a paff- 
port, with which I came to Amilerdam. 

. * Much has been faid with regard to the manner in which 
the province of Holland, wm plundered by its conquerors. 
I took great pains to acquire true information upon this fub- 
jecr j and whenever I heard of a town or village which had 
been treated in that way, I went to the foot, unlefa it waa 
at a very great difbance, and I always found the reports 
either wholly falfe, or very much exaggerated. It ii not in 
my power to aflat that this wai really the cafe in every 
inftance ; but, having found it fo in thofe .which fell under 
my own observation, I am much inclined to believe it in 
others, with regard to which I was not an eya-witnefs. In a 
country, in the ftate that Holland was in at this time, icarce 
any ftory was to be credited without the flrongeft evidence. 

Since my return to England, I have heard the diiturbancet 

at Bbis le Due attributed to the Pruffian s : I therefore take 

this opportunity of faying, that none of their troops were in 

. that town, or in its neighbourhood, during any part of the 

campaign. 

The 
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The Overtoom is a long fubuib to the 
town, extending about a mile from the 
Leydcn Gate. The fituation of this place, 
and of the country near it, is rather more 
elevated than what I had lately feen, and 
was, for the roofr part free from water. ' 

I now had the houfes of the Overtoom 
on my right hand ; and I faw, on my 
left, the ground from whence the Duke of 
Brunfwick might eafily have bombarded 
the town, if he had not refolvqd to do 
every thing in his power, to effect his pur- 
pose by more gentle means. 

Hitherto every perfon that. I met, wore 
ibme badge of an orange colour ; but I was 
now to be witnefs to a very different fcene. 
At the gate of the city, and on the open 
ground within it, were an hundred and 
fifty Pruffian Grenadiers. Through thefe I 
palfed without any difficulty ; but I confefs 
I was ftruck with the appearance of the 
L 4 armed 
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armed Burghers, mounting guard at the end 
of the ftreet which leads to the Stadthoufe. 

I foon found that my Engliflu horfes, and 
orange cockades, attracted univerfal atten- 
tion. I faw a few ribbons of that colour in 
the ftreets, but they were in very fmall num- 
bers ; and by far the greater part of the people 
that I met, had fuch countenances' as one 
might expefl to fee in a town, which was juft 
taken by an enemy. 
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\i E T T E R XIV, 



Dear Sir, Amfcrdam, oa. 13,. 17*7. 

TJIIS day, I employed fbme hours in ridd- 
ing through the different parts of Amfter- 
dam. I obferved the appearance of the 
town, and the looks of the inhabitants. ' Aa 
orange Bag was hung oa the tower of the 
Stadthoufe, and a few others were to be feen, 
in the harbour; but, though forty-eight 
hours had elapfed fince proclamation was, 
made, that all perfons were not only per- 
mitted, but even adyifed to wear fbme mark 
of an orange colour, yet few fuch marks 
were to be feen in the ftreets. Do not ima- 
gine' that thefe obfervations are abfolutely 
trifling. There is reafon to believe, that al- 
moft every perfon who favoured the caufe of 
fhe Stadtholder, now appeared with the 
badge. 
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badge of his party, and few of the Patriots 
had yet affumed the colour which had 
lately been profcribed *, every one being per- 
mitted to do what he pleafed. The difference 
between Amsterdam, and the reft of the 
Province, was very remarkable. Inftead of 
the cheerful and happy countenances which 
were to be feen in great numbers at the 
Hague* Gorcum, and' Rotterdam, I now be- 
held on all fides, either the look of difap- 
pointment, or of anxiety, not yet fecure'of 
yerfonal fafety. 

Armed Burghers were every where patrols 
jug the town ; few people were Handing at 
the doors of their houfes, none were collected 
in any numbers in one place, and fcarce any 
flood Hill to fpeak to thofe whom they met 
in the ftreets. Such was the appearance of 
the greater part of Amfterdam. 

At laft, having turned by accident intoa ftreet 

near the harbour, I came into a fcene of gaiety, 

which exhibited fuch a change as furprifed 

4 nie 
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me exceedingly. I now found men, women,- 
and children, covered with orange-coloured 
ornaments, fome of them tinging thofe longs 
in praife of the Sr ad th older, which I had 
been accuftomed to hear at the, Hague. 
Others dancing, and others employed in fix- 
ing garlands and fuitable mottos to the doors 
and windows of their houfes. Great num- 
bers of triumphal arches had been ietup,which, 
like thofe that I formerly defcribed on the road 
to Dort, were covered with every kind of orna- 
ment of an orange-colour, that can poffiblybe 
imagined. The inhabitants of this diftricT: 
Came round me, with very different looks 
from what I had before feen. Oranj'ie Boven 
was echoed from every creature ; many in- 
filled on ihaking hands with me ; and I was 
couftantly employed in returning their falu- 
tations. 

I have fince inquired what this corner of 
the town is, which differs fo much from the 
reft of the city. It is called the Cattem- 
iurgh ; and the inhabitants are for the moft 

part 
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part fea- faring people, or workmen in the 
dock-yards. They have always been re- 
markable for their fidelity to their High 
Admiral; and on a late occanou, when the 
change was made in the magutracy of the 
city, it was not without difficulty, and the 
lofs of feveral lives, that the Patriots were 
able to prevent thefe people from proceeding 
to extremities. 

In the Jews quarter of the town, I 
found a repetition of what I had fecn in 
the Cattemburgh, except that the inha- 
bitants were contented with more iilent 
demonstrations of joy. I am told from good 
authority, that during the courfeof the late 
unhappy difputes, the Jews have been con- 
stant and unanimous, in! their attachment to 
the caufe of the Stadtholder, 

A proof of this was yefterday given on the 
Exchange, juft before I came to Amsterdam. 
Some perfons having attempted to infiilt an 
Englifh merchant on account of his wear* 
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jug an orange cockade, the Jews who 
were prefent, immediately got round him, 
and contributed in no fmall degree to protect 
him *. 

Before I conclude this letter, I capnot help 
mentioning one circumftance, which is lite- 
rally a faft, and will convince you, that the 
part which England and Englifhmen have 
taken in the affairs of Holland, makes our 
countrymen not be looked upon with in- 
difference by either party. Some Englifli 
officers were in the Pruflian army when the 
city furrendered ; and the magiftrates of 
Amfterdam, when the Articles of Capitula- 
tion were fettled, made it their requeft to the 
' Duke of Brunfwick, that he would not allow 
thofe officers to be prefent, when the Pruffiart 

* An affront of this kind,' offered to one of the firft and 

inoft refpeftable perform in Amfterdam, was not overlooked; 
and, on a following day, two of the magistrates came to the 
Exchange, and before the whole afiirobly, made an apology 
to the gentleman, for what had .happened - 

troops 
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troops were. to take pofleflion of the gate of 
the city. When 1 heard this anecdote, I faw 
very plainly why my Englifli horfes, &c. 
were Co much the fubjeft of obfervation 
when I entered Amftcrdam. 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



De Ait Sl», Amfterdam, Oa. 16, 1787. 

- YESTERDAY morning, part of the 
troops that are to form the garrifon of Am- 
fterdam, came into the town ; and this day 
they were followed by a regiment of Swifs, 
which completes the number appointed for 
that purpofe. Thefe troops amount to be- 
tween two and three thoufand. The Duke 
of Brunfwick, attended by his principal of- 
ficers, was upon the road along which they 
were, to pafs. I joined the party, and law 
them enter the town. I (hall not attempt to 
defcribe their march or appearance. I was 
employed in obferving the Duke of Rrunf- 
wick. His meafures had 'been attended with 
fuccefs equal to his utmoft expectations. 
His part of the work was done, and he was 

now 
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itowfecurebf " the well-earned glory of his 
important enterprife.*' All however who faw 
him while he remained at Overtoom, will I 
am fure agree with me, that his condu£t 
after his victory, was not lefs worthy of imi- 
tation, than it had been in the earlier part of 
the campaign. It was marked by affability 
and politenefs, by attention to every perfon 
of whatever rank, and, which is not always 
the chara&eriftic of fuecefsful heroes, by a 
peculiar expreffion of kindnefs, to all who 
had been able to render him any fervice, 
even in the raoft trifling inftance. 

When the troops arrived at the gate of the 
city, the Puke returned to the Head Quarters. 
I went into the town, as I wUhed to fee the 
appearance of Amfterdam, when it was for 
the firft time to receive a garrifon within its 
walls, and he forced to confefs that it was 
not invincible. The foidiers proceeded in 
perfect order to the Stadthoufe, near which 
were the quarters appointed for them. A 
few. perfons of the Orange party received 
.them, at the gate, and followed them in the 
l , ftreets, 
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flreets, with the ufual'demohftrationB of joy. 
Their number however was hot confiderable ; 
the ftreets were -hot; crbuded, nor were the 
windows of the houfes rilled with fpectators. 
The greater 1 part' of the inhabitants avoided 
looking at what they could :not have viewed 
but with the utraoft regret;'and their aver- 
fion muft have been ftrong, fince it got the 
better of fo powerful a paffion'as curiofity, 
which would- ottierwile have led them to be- 
fpedtators of what was never.-bafore feci), 
within the walls of Amfterdam. *'*>:• ; b'ij'.> 

£.'$.- ; You. will be furprifed when I tell; 
you; ■ that I have employed fbrnc time iri 
examining that place in the city 'of Amfier~~ : 
dam, which being as well acquainted with: 
my ientiments as you are, you would think 
it moft unlikely that I fhould vifit. My de- _ 
fire of knowing in what manner the Pruffiaa 
ioldiers were treated, who had been wounded 
on the firft inftant, induced, me to get the 
better of my averfion to iick beds, and to 
vifit the gaft houfe, for fuch is the name 
of the military hofpital at Amsterdam. I 
M wiflied, 
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wiihed, in cafe every thing were not, done at 
it mould be, to make the only return in my 
power, for the civilities which I had received 
from feveral of the officers, by being of ufc 
to the foldiers. I found nine Praffjans in 
the bofpital, mod of whom had been 
wounded at Dkmerbrug. 1 conrerfed with 
each one by means of an interpreter. I 
aiked them, in the abfence of their attest* 
dants, if they were properly treated, or if 
they wanted any thing that a friend 
could procure them. The anfwer which i 
received was always the fame, and it was, 
that they were fiippUcd with every thing 
that was necenary,. and were perfccriy fatrf- 
fied with the care which was taken a£ 
them** 

* It it on account of tfan asfwer that I tnicrt this poft- 
fcript. I wMh to rendu a jufl tribute to the attention which 
mm paid by dw patriee* a« Amftwdam, Eo- thora woundr* 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 



Dear St», Amfterdam* oa. r8, rja?.- 

TWO days' ago, I took a ride to Muiden 
arid Naarden. In going to Muiden, I wctit 
the whole way along a dike, which, in order 
to prevent inundations from the Zuider Zee, 
is made lb ftrong, that it Would require fume 
time* and a- coitfiderable number of work- 
men, io deftrby any part of it. Naarden ir 
about twelve miles from Amfterdam. This 
place "is reckoned the key Of the province on 
the- north, as Gorcurh ib oil the froth.- The 
fortifications are fufficiently ftrong to erithle- 
it' 60 that names and I believe the Pruffkn? 
wotold have found it very difficult to have 
made themieives rafters- of it, by a regular 
M a liege. 
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liege. A great deal of trouble was faved 
them, for the commanding officer, though 
he had refufed to furrender when fummoned 
by one of their generals, opened the gates, as 
foon as he received orders to that purpofe 
from the States of Holland. When I re- 
turned to Muiden, I looked at the fluices and 
fortifications. I found the former almoft as 
curious as thofe at Half Wegen, and the lat- 
ter were long ago made exceedingly flrong, 
in order to defend the fluices, and prevent 
any army from approaching Amfterdam, by 
the road from Naarderj. 



It is at this place that the Vecht runs into, 
the, Zuider Zee ; but the fea-water, and the ; 
fluices at Muiden, were not employed in, 
making tha late inundations. They were ; 
made from the, Amftel and the Vecht; and 
were fufficient to render the meadows im- 
paffable to. an army, though; they did not 
cover the dike^, ; in,,the inland part of the 
country. - Here, you will, probably aik, wljy, 
did not the jjat^ots,^ while M uiden and Half. 
Wegen 
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Wegeh were id their pofleflion, open the 
fluices at thole places ? or why did they not, 
by breaking the fea dikes, overflow the coun- 
try in fuch a manner, as to render it im- 
pofiible for the Pruflian army to advance 
along the roads, which lead to Amsterdam ? 
Thefe are aueftions which I have repeatedly 
put, to perfons whofe anfwers were worth 
attending to* Many different accounts of 
the matter have been given me; but the fub- 
ftance of what feems moft to be depended on 
is as follows: 

To inundate the country in this manner, 
is a thing more eafy to attempt, than to 
carry into execution. The furface of the 
Zuider Zee, at high-water, is nearly on a le- 
vel with the pavement in the beft ftreets of 
Amfterdam ; and it is a little, but not much 
higher, than the lower parts of the town t 
and the ■ neighbouring country. In order to 
make- fuch inundations as to cover the roads 
on the inland dikes, it would be necefiary 
t'.iat they mould be made, when there is a 
M 3 fpring- 
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fpring-tide. I have heard It afferted, but I 
know not with what truth, that op this ac- 
count, the Duke of Brunfwick approached 
Amfterdam at the time of the neap (ides. 

Another circumftance, on which the pofli- 
bility of making fuch inundations in great 
meafure depends, is the ftate of the wind* 
All the floods, which at different times have 
delolated Holland, have been pecaiioned by 
violent florms from the North- weft. During 
the late month of September, an eaft wind 
generally prevailed, which would have added 
confiderably to the difficulty of the under- 
taking. Other seafons may be mentioned, 
which probably contributed to prevent the 
patriots from making the attempt: *. Iuun- 

* I have been told, but I do opt mention ii u • certain 
fad, that fome of the patriots endeavoured to break the dike 
between Amfterdam and Muiden ; but the cQuatrj people 
perceived what they were doing, and drove away the work- 
men. If this attempt waa made, I imagine it was by private 
individuals, not by the maeifirates ; and I fancy [ may repeat 
the fame obfervatjon, with regard to the Hoop which I few 
atHaifWegen. 

dations 
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datlons from the Vecht and the Amftel could 
be flopped whenever it was thought proper, 
and by means of wind-mills with which the 
country abounds, the water might be drawn 
off in no very great fpace of time. 

It would be difficult to fer, bounds to an in- 
undation which was effected by breaking the 
fea dikes. Great part of Amfterdam would 
then be laid under water, and a lofs would en- 
fue, which would be little lefs than ruin to all 
thofe whofe fupport depends on the lands in 
■> this part of the Province. The diftrefs that 
■foch a meafure muft neceflarily occafion, 
would extend to a difiance which it would be 
difficult to aflign ; and if it had been cxc- 
- cuted, the reft of the province of Holland, 
half ruined by its confequences, would have 
been led to coulider the citizens of Amfter- 
darn as their inveterate enemies. In cafe . 
that none of thefe reafbns mould appear to 
you to be fatisfactory, I will add one more, 
which is, that before the engagement on the 
firft inftant, the Patriots imagined, that, 
without ruining themfelves or their friends, 
M 4 they 
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jhey had done enough to render it impoffi- 
hle for the Pruflians to get to Amilerdam ; 
and, after the event of that day, the great 
fluices were not in their poffeffion, and they 
had neither time, fpirit, norcounfel, to under- 
take a matter of fuch confequence as break- 
ing the fea-dike r 

When I returned from Muiden, I weut by 
Diemerbrug and Duyvendregter Brug.. I 
examined both thofe places, the approaches 
to which are of fuch a nature, that common 
fenfe, without military knowledge, is fuf- 
ficient to (hew, that if they were well de- 
fended, no army. could poffibly get poffeffiou 
of them. 

Yefterday, I vlfited Ouderkerk, the only 
place of adtion, which I had not yet feen. 
Here, and at the villages which I looked at 
before, I found a few houfes very much da- 
maged by the Pruffian cannon. I h.w alfo a 
great number of windows which were broken 
entirely to pieces; but though Ouderkerk was 
one of the two places which were . reported 

to 
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to have been burnt to the ground (and that 
report was generally believed), yet I faw ia 
this, as well as in the neighbouring villages, 
the cottages {landing, and their inhabitants 
dwelling quietly in them. 



. V** ■ 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVIL 



DEAR Sib, Amflenbm,Oa.t3,i787. 

I TOLD you, in a former letter, that 
the rooming after the Pruffians took poflcf- 
fion of Amftelveen, the magiftrates of Am- 
fterdam fent a meffage to the Duke of Brunf- 
wick, to offer to capitulate. You will per- 
haps wonder, that as this happened on the 
ftcood, the town was not furrendered till 
the tenth. 1 will now give you the befl ac- 
count in my power, of what paffed in the in- 
termediate time. 

In order to explain the whole of this af- 
fair, I feud you a colle&ion of papers re- 
lating to the different negotiations which 
have taken place, fincc the day when the firft 
depu- 



« by Google 



( >7» ) 

deputation was Tent to the Date of $run£ , 
wick at Leymuiden. 

One of thefe papers contains the inftrao 
tions which were at tjiat time given by the 
Mjgiftratcs of Arafterdam, to the perfons 
whom they lent to the Duke, To this I 
Jiave joined the anfwer which they received 
from his Hjghnefs, (4$pend. p. 7$ and 77.) 

A truce being granted, Deputies were fen? 
to the Princefs of Orange, from whom they 
received a letter, which I alio lend you. 
{$pend. p. 78.) 

The next paper in this collection {Append. 
p. 79.) contains the terms which were 
demanded by the Deputies of Amsterdam, 
at a cpnferepce which took place between 
them, and a Committee of the States of 
Holland. 

You will fee by thefe proposals, that the 
Patriots were defirous the people fhould pof- 
fefs fbme (hare in the government of Am- 
fterdam 
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fterdftm'^that' is to fay, in the election of 
Magiftrates). They alfo required that they 
fliould not be difarmed, that the Magistrates 
who were in office mould not be difplaced, 
that no garrifon fhould be admitted into the 
city,- that orange 'ribbons fliould not be 
worn in it *, and that a general indemnity 
fliould be granted to all thofe perfons who 
had taken refuge inArofterdam. With many ' 
of thefe articles the Committee of the 
States' re'fufed to comply. 

Other means having failed, and the truce 
being expired, the Duke of Brunfwick at- 
tacked the out-pofts of the Patriots, and 
forced his Way to Amfterdam. (Append, p. 8 1 .) 

The day after the engagement, the Ma- 
giftrates of the town fent a fecond deputa- 
tion to the Duke, requefiing that another 

* I hope this will excufc my having fo frequently men- 
tioned orange-coloured ribbons. Nothing at firtt fight ap- 
pears more' trifling, yet it was confidered as being of fuf- 
cient confequence to be made an article of a treaty. 
' 4 

truce 
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truce might be granted, in order to renew 
the conferences at the Jfague. \Vith, . this, 
requeft his Highnefs complied, and the ne- 
gotiations were according^/ refumed. , , ' 

On the third, {Append, p. 81.) a Procla- 
mation was affiled at Amfrerdam, in; which 
the Magistrates informed the Burghers, that 
they had done every thing in, their power to 
protect them, and to obtain themoft honour- 
able conditions for the city; but tha£ now 
they were obliged to yield to the nece^ifjf^ of. 
the times,' and agree to the refptytiQOS, of 
the other members of the; States of-ifcilj$3cV 
A comparifon of this proclamation,. wi% the"' 
language held by the Patriots in the preced- 
ing papers, will give you-/qme idtfa..of ; (Jie 
importance of the engagement | af Arniftel-' 



The bufmefs now appeared to- be fettled ; 
but unfortunately, the Burghers were not as 
well convinced as the Magistrates, of the des- 
perate fituation of their affairs. They had 
been much deceived with regard to the dSf-; 
ferent 
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erettt actions on the tft; they had nof yet 
ieen the Pruflian troops at their gates, and, 
notwithstanding the Proclamation, they re-' 
fufed to fubmit. This obitinacy occatiortett 
a further delay. 

At laft the victorious party were able' 
to carry into execution their intention of not 
injuring thofe whom they had conquered. 
I told you, in a letter from the Hague, 
tfoti &x the 6tH of October, the Deputies 
of Amsterdam took their places in the Af- 
femMy of the States, and gave their affent 
to- &e cruTerent resolutions, which had pafled 
&KJe (be 17th of September 1 . 

1 mentioned in the fame letter, what fteps 
had been liken with regard to the perfort? 
concerned in the famous bufinefs at Schoon-- 
hoven. Befides agreeing to this meafurc, the 
principal circurnftances to which Arhfterdam 
now gave its content, were the following i 
thie' changes whicb. had {bene time before' 
beert made in the Regencies, of the capital,-; 
aod many other cities, were declared to bo* 
illegal. 
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illegal, the law prohibiting all perfons from 
wearing orange ribbons was to be repealed, 
the members of the patriotic Societies and 
the auxiliary troops were to give up their 
arms, and Amfterdam was to content to re- 
ftore the Stadtholder to all the rights and 
privileges, of which he had been deprived. 

In coufequenee of the firft of fhefe refb- 
lutkms, it became neeellary that the magis- 
trates, who had been deprived of their offices, 
fhould relume them. This was done on die 
8th ; hut thefe magiftrates had at firft hut 
little powers and the City was in ftich a 
fouation, aa ffladb it neceflary for its rulers' 
to apply to the States of Hollaed, that a- gar- 
rifon of regular troops might be tent ta Afn- 
iferdam. All matters being fettled at the 
Hague, and the denoted magrftrates having 
refumed their places, Articles of Capitula- 
tion were finally fettled with the Duke of 
Biu n f wl cfc on the lorft inftanr (Appendix 
p. 88.). The keys of the- town were inkntf* 
duttcly delivered to his HSghnefs, and the- 
3 Pruffian 
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Pruffian troops took pofleflion of the Leyden 
gate. Here you poffibly mil afk me, why 
did not the Duke of Erunfwick cut (hort this 
whole bufinefs, by bombarding the town, 
and forcing it to furrender at difcretion ? ,It 
would not become me to pretend to anfwer 
this queftion, any otherwife, than from, 
thole conjectures which every one is at li- 
berty, to form, from observing the conduct of 
his Highnefs during the whole of this expe- 
dition. It appears to have been the great 
object of the Duke, to accomplish his pur-, 
noie with as little bloodfhed as poffible. In, 
pursuance of this plan, he chofe to wait pa- 
tiently till matters could be quietly arranged, 
rather than by purfuing violent meafures, 
endanger the destruction of Amfteidam. I, 
need not fay any thing with regard to what 
might have enfaed, if fuch a city had been 
taken by ftorm. 

This place contained wjthin its walls 
.many perfons of a moft resectable clafs,, 
who were ftrongly attached to the caufe.of 

the 
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the Prince of Orange. In fuch a'fcene itv 
would have been difficult, or perhaps impof- 
fible, to have protected thofe who had the 
befi title to the protection of the Pruflians ; 
and it would certainly have been a mortify- 
ing circumftance to the Duke of Brunfwick, 
if his victory had been attended with the de- 
frxu&ion of one of the firft cities in Europe. 
Every neceflary preparation was made in the 
Pruffian camp for bombarding the town ; but 
matters were fo well managed by the Duke, 
that he was happily not compelled to have 
recourfe to that extremity. 

If thefe conjectures are well founded, I 
believe you will not contradict me in the 
following conclufion, which 1 allure you is 
the refult of all that I have feen and hea"rd, 
fince I came into Holland. The modera- 
tion which has been fliewn by the Duke 
of Brunfwick has put the finithing ftroke 
to the glory he acquired during the whole 
of the campaign; and I am fully perfuaded, 
that in future times, when the heat of party 
N djiputes 
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difputes (hall, naye fobfidcd, k wHl be ge- 
nerally allowed, that this circumftauce doe* 
■4 much honour to his prudence and huma- 
city, as the conqueft of Holland has done to 
his military abilities. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVHL 



Bear Sir , Amferd&m, 6$. x*, 1787; 

I AM now prepaiing to quit Amfterdam ; 
but, before I leave it, I mlift trouble you with 
another letter, with regard to a few circum- 
ftances which have pafl'ed in this town while 
1 have been in it. In the firft place I mtfft 
obferve, that I have neither feen nor heard 
of any disturbance during the whole time I 
have been here, and I really believe that no- 
thing of the kind has happened in the place; 
no perfons have been hurt, no houfes deflroyed. 
This may have been owing in fbme mea- 
fure to the vigilance of the magiilrates ; but 
the chief caufe muft fee afcrtbed to the tC- 
cendency of the Duke of Brunfwipk, and 
the refpeft which is paid to. every order that 
comes from him. The magiftrates were in- 
formed by his Highnefs, in the moft exprefs 
N 2 terms, 
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terms, that they muft not be remifs in their 
endeavours to preferve the tranquillity of the 
town, for if they neglefled to dp their duty, 
he was refolved to dp his * t 

Amfterdam having agreed to all the refo* 
lotions which had been adopted by the States 
in favour of the Prince of Orange, the for- 
mer magistrates being replaced, the fatisfag- 
tion required for the infult offered to the 
Prmcefs being obtained, and the garrifon 
being admitted ; the principal circumftance 
which remained was the difarming the Pa- 
triots. This was abufinefs of fprne dif- 
ficulty. 

The number of theft people was very 
considerable. Some had formed themfelves 
into armed focieties. Others had formerly 
- made part of thofe bands of Volunteers, 
which went about the country, making al- 

* L am forry to find that my ideas on this fubjelt were 
loon verified. Not long after the Duke of Brunfwick had 
' quitted the Ovcrtoom, fome difturbanccs happened in Am' 
fierdam, between the friend* of the two parties. 

terations 
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terations in the. magiftracies of different ci- 
ties ; and forae were remnants of th6 gar- 
rifon of Utrecht, and other Patriotic troops 
who had fled from all quarters to 'Amfterdam. 

You will readily conceive that the taking 
away the arms of fuch a mixed multitude 
could be no eafy talk, and accordingly this 
bufinefs went on but {lowly; fo that the 
Duke of Brunfwkk was more than once 
obliged to interpofe his authority, by re- 
minding the magiftrates, and of courfe the 
citizens, that this was an Article of the 
Capitulation which muft be obeyed. 

. In consequence of a meflage of this kin4 
from his Highnefs, great quantities of arms 
were delivered up to proper perfons both 
yefterday and to-day ; and, this being done, 
the departure of the Pruffian troops begins to 
be the fubjecl of conyerfation. In the mean 
time, I obferve that a coniiderable change 
has taken place in the apppearance of Am- 
fterdam. 

N 3 Inftcad 
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Inftead of the Burghers mounting guard, 
and patroling the town, 1 now fee the- lately 
arrived regiments doing their duty. Inftead 
of a few orange ribbons in the ftreets, no 
pcifon appears in any place without fome or- 
nament of that colour. 

The friends of the Stadtholder, and the 
old Constitution, are tolerably recovered from 
their fears, and fome joyful countenances are 
to be feen ; but the greateft change is not 
made, and I believe it will not foon be 
made. 

To convince you, when I exprefs my belief, 
that moft of the inhabitants of Holland are 
pleafed with the revolution, I do not form 
my opinion merely from their being drefled 
with orange coloured ribbons; I wiH now 
tell you, that 1 fee in Amfterdam what I have 
already mentioned in a few other places: I 
mean, that difconteut (rill reftson the coun- 
tenances of the greater part of the citizens, in 
a manner which no colour can' poffibly 
' conceal. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 



DEAR SlR, ■ Hague, Oift.a?, 17S7. 

HAVING fatisfied my curiofity at Amfter- 
dam, I returned hereon the 25th. I find all 
kinds of entertainments going on at this place, 
and the enjoymeuts of pleafure feem now to 
fuceeed to the cares of bufinefs. I do not 
mean to fay, that thofe who have the ma- 
nagement of this country are idle. Quite 
the contrary, I affure you.. They are en- 
gaged in many different concerns of great 
importance; but, I hope, all tending to ren- 
der as permanent as poftible, the revolution 
which has been fo happily effected. » 

■N 4 Since 
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Since the Pruffians have been in poffeflion 
of Amfterdaro, one great caufe of anxiety 
has been removed : another, and that cer- 
tainly of no fmall importance to this 
country, is the iituation of affairs in Great 
Britain and France. No queftion is more 
frequently afked at the Hague, than, 
whether war or peace is to be the confe- 
quence of the preparations • at Portfmouth. 
Every-body allows that the conduct of our 
Ifland has been in the highcft degree manly 
and honourable. 

The effects of this conduct are fuch as 
might naturally be expected. A very refpec- 
table, and now ruling, party in .the Repub- 
lic, having experienced the conftancy and 
fupport of Great Britain and Prufiia in their 
adverfity ; and having, by their afliftance, 
once more obtained the management of af- 
fairs ; are defirous of being as clofely con- 
nected as poffible with fuch faithful allies. 

On 
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On the 15th of this month, the Deputies 
of Utrecht offered to the consideration of the 
States General, a propofal for a treaty of 
alliance Between the Republic, and the Courts 
of London and Berlin. This propofal has 
been referred to the confideration of the dif- 
ferent Provinces ; and, I believe, there b 
little reafbn to doubt of their unanimous con- 
currence, in making overtures to that pur- 
pofe. 

The attention of the States of Holland is 
employed on an object which is not of lefs 
consequence to the internal, than what I have 
juft mentioned is to the external fecurity of 
this country. This object is the making 
alterations in the Regencies of the different 
towns of the Province. 

You know in what manner a flying camp 
of the Patriots went from city to city ; and, 
with an armed force, depofed thole magis- 
trates who were not friends to their party. 

Ide- 
3 
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I defcribed to you how this was done at Am- 
fierdam ; and I mentioned that the proceed- 
ings in other places- were nearly of the fanw 

kind. 

The right of making alterations hi the 
Regencies has fometimes, though but fel- 
dom, been exercifed, and- never but, upon 
great and important occasions. On thofe 
bccafions, the States of the Province agreed 
unanimously as to the propriety of the mea- 
sure, and gave a commiffion to the Stadt- 
holder, directing him to make the neceffary 
changes. 

A propofal to this effed was lately made 
by the Deputies of Schoonhoven, and is now 
under the confideration of the States ; and, 
certainly, if ever it were neceflary, it muft 
be fo at prefent ; when, in confequence of 
the violence exercifed by the Volunteers, 
the Regencies of many cities in this Pro- 
vince are as illegally constituted as the Rump 
. Par- 



« by Google 



( 18? ) 

Parliament was, when the foldxers had 
purged the Houfe of Commons*. 

* This projxifal, after much deli be rat ion, was iinanimonfly 
agreed to on the jift of. October. A commiffion was ac- 
cordingly given to the Stadt&older, author zing him to make 
fiich 'alterations as he fhould think proper, in the' Regencies 
of thofe cities whofe Deputies compofe the AtTembly of the 
States, This was afterwards extended to the other towns of 
the Province, and has been carried into execution by Coai- 
miffionert appointed for that purpofe by the Prince. 



Tff 
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DEAR SlK, Hague, Ofl. 30, 1787. 

O N Saturday I went to Rotterdam, to be 
prefent at an entertainment which was given 
by His Majefty's agent. 

The entrance to that fine town was very 
jinking; the ihips in the Meufe were deco- 
rated with the Englith and Orange flags 
blended together. I was pleafed with the 
fight ; but, I was much more pleafed to find 
the citizens of Rotterdam (hew every mark 
of fatisfaction, at the appearance (though 
merely emblematical) of Union between 
Great Britain and the Republic, 

An 



Digitize by Google 



( ««9 ) 

■ An elegant dinner was given at the Bur- 
gomafters; and fuch healths were drunk as 
were fuited to thofe perfons who wiflied the 
profperity and friendftiip of the two nations 
to be for the future uninterrupted. Guns 
were fired at the fame' time from the fliips 
ia the harbour, the populace ihared in the 
general feftivity, and the evening concluded 
with a ball and iupper. At theiaft, I could 
not help looking a good deal at decorations, 
which, both in defign and execution, ex- 
ceeded any thing of the kind that I had 
feen. They were expreffive of the re-ef- 
tablifhment of the conftitution, and the 
reftoration of the Stadtholder, by the united 
efforts of Pruffia and England ; and alfo ex- 
preffive of the advantages which the three 
powers might derive, from mutual friendship 
and alliance. 

On my return here, as I came through 

Delft, I vifited the church which contains the 

monument of the Princes of the Houfe of 

Orange, 
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Orange, and I alfo faw the houfe in which 
William the Firft was murdered. When I 
viewed the monument, I confidered how 
very few families are recorded in the 
Hiftory of the World, who have in fo fhort 
a period rendered fuch efleiitial iervice to their 
country ; and, it is very remarkable, that not 
oneperfon has been laid in that tomb, who 
has .not left a name defervedly beloved by 
.every true friend of his country. 

William the Firft was undoubtedly one of 
the greateft men of whom any age or country 
can boaft. He was murdered, in a houfe 
which ftands in the middle of Delft. He 
had juft dined, and was fcarcely rifen from 
table, when he was (hot as he was giving a 
paflport to the affaffin. 

When we talk of the misfortunes attend- 
ing the prefent times, let us reflect on thofe 
<of the 16th Century, when fcarce any niaa 
could be remarkable for any thing good or 
great, hut he was in danger of falling by 

the 
7 
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tjae hands of a Ruffian or a Fanatic. Nor, 
could they remain in fafety who were placed 
iu lefs elevated fituations. 

. What a ipe&acle did this country exhibit 
two Centuries ago ! What the Spaniards 
then did, we know but too well; and, T 
believe, yon will not blame me, if y judging 
from that conduct, 1 venture, to fay,, that if 
Holland had been conquered by the Duke of 
Alva in the 16th Century, as it has been by 
the Duke of Brunfwick in the 18th, the 
country would have exhibited a fcene, the 
<Hre& reverie jof its preferrt condition. 

Thefe ideas employed me till I came to 
the Hague, where the Duke of Brunfwick 
was juft arrrived. You will naturally con- 
clude that his pref&nce occafioned a jubilee 
in this place. Yefterday evening, he appeared 
with the Court, at the theatre. How the 
a&ors performed was of no great confe- 
rence, for every perfon was employed in 
looking at the Duke ; and I could not help 
reflecting . 
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refle&ing on that greateft of ail pleafures, 
which his Highnefs muft now enjoy, the 
pleafure of having contributed, as much as lay- 
in the power of one man, to reftore to a nation 
its laws, its conftitution, and its happinefs. 

* On the 31ft of October, the Duke of IJnmfwicfc re-' 
turned to the Overtoom, and about a fortnight aiterwardi 
went into German j. The greater part of the Pruffian army 
quitted Holland in the conrfe of the month of November, 
but a detachment of about 4000 men . remained feme time 
longer at the requeft of the State*. The reft of the letter* 
in this collection, confift of little more than obfervations on 
the caufei of the late troubles in Holland ; and, as I find 
en perilling them, that they contain few taHt which are not 
generally known, 1 do not venture to lay them before the 
public 
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No. I. 

Lettre de S. A.'R. Madame la Princefle d'Orange, 
a L. N. P. les Seigneurs Etats de la Province de 
gueldres. 

Nobles et Puisb ans Seigneurs ! 

JE n'ai pas voulu manquer de Vous donner CQnnoi (lance 
de mon depart pour la Ha ye, ou je compte de m'ar- 
reter quelques jours. 

Aiant les mimes mtcrets que'le Prince mon Epoux, qui 
tie peut fe rendre a la Haye, pour les rations connues, 
J'ai cru que ma prefence pourroit contribuer en quelque 
thole a la coniervation de la Patrie, ■& auritabluTemcnt de 
la Conftitution . II n'y a que cette intention falutaire qui 
m'ait determinee a entrepreiirfre ce voyage. Dkti veuUlc 
qu'ii ne (bit pas entieremertt infru&ueux, 

Je fuis avfec la confideration due. 
Nobles et PuUTans Seigneurs, 

Votre tree humble Servanre, ■■ - 

(Etoit figne) WILHELMINE. 

Nimegue., « 28 de Juin 1787. 

B % No. 
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No. II. 

Lettre de S. A. R. Madame la Princefle d'QftANGE 
a Mr. le Bourgue-maitre de la Ville de Nimegue. 

Monsieur! 
T TN veritable attachement pour les interets de la Patriq, 
*-' & pour ceux de ma Maifon, qui en font infeparables, 
me fait entreprendre le voyage de. Ia_ Ha ye pour un petit 
nombre de jours. Je ri'ai pas voulu manquer de vous en 
informer j & Je fuis avec eflime, 
Monfieur, 

Votre tres humble Servante, 
(SigneJ W1LHELM1NE. 

Nimegue, ce 28 Juln 1787. 



No. III. 

Rapport de Mr. le Lieut. Col. de Stamfort, a. 
S. A. Mgr. le Prince (TOrange & de Nassau, 
en date de Nimegue, le 1* Juillet 1787, fait de 
maniere a pouvoir etre, en tout terns, confirm^ 
par un ferment folemnel. 

Monseigneur! 
\7 A. S. m'ajant, ordonne de Lui faire un Recit fiddle 

* • de ce qui eft arrive a S. A. R< fon augufte Epoufe, 

H'occafioa de l'empechement qu'Elle a rencontre dans 

fon voyage a la Haye, aupres de Schoonhoven, je vais 

fathfaire a cet ordre> avec touts' i'exa&itude poffible, fans 

omettrf 
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omettre oil alterer la moindre circonilance de cet evenc- 
ment auifi fingulier que peu attendu. 

II etoit environ 4 hemes de l'apres midi, lorfquc S. A. 
R. arriva au bord du Leck pres de Schoonho vex. Eh 
entrant dans le bac pour patter cette riviere, nous vimes 
la rive oppofee, bordee- d'une foule d'habitans de la vilie, 
qui nous attendoient a notre paflage ; k Mr. de Bentinck 
m'averti t qu'il decouvroi t plus loin quelques foldats de Fry- 
Grrps, qui fermoient une barriere, par laquelle il coniptoit 
que nous devioris patter, pourentrer dansScHooNHOVEN. 
Nous convinmes que, comme il y avoit apparence qu'ils 
nous demanderpient qui nous etions, de ne leur point 
cacher la verite, nous flat ant qu'au nom de S. A. R. ils 
nous ouvriroient d'abord la barriere. Nous ne nous trom- 
pames point : Arrives pres de la barriere nous vimes un 
. anfpeflade & trois francs-armes venant a notre rencontre, 
pour nous demander, d'un air tres embarraue, nos noms, 
d'ou nous venions & ou nous comptions aller. Au ton 
ferine avec lequel Mr. Bentinck fatisfit a ces queftions 
Sc avec lequel je demandai qu'on ne fit pas attendre Ma- 
dame la Princefle, ils allerent d'abord faire rapport a la 
garde, & un moment aprcs on nous ouvrit. Nous vimes, 
.en entrant, la garde fous les amies, laquelle fit a S. A. R. 
les honneurs militaires du mieux qu'elle put ; & nous nous 
felicitames, Mr. de Bentinck. fc moi, d'avoir francbi ce 
mauvais pas, en en tirant un bon augure pour le refte de 
notre voyage; maisnousne tardatnes pas a nousapperce- 
voir que nous ctions loin de notre compte. 

Nous avions continue notre route, jufqu'a environ une 
bonne lieue au dela de Schoonhoven, lorfque nous nous 

vimes 
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vimes tout-a»coup arrctes par one nouvdle Woupe rk fry-* 
Corps, dont le chef nous fit a peu prcs leS metnes ques- 
tions, q u '° n nous avoit faites a Schoonhoven. Nous y 
repondiroes de la meme marriere ; mai» )» seception- qu'on 
nous fit, ftlt trSs different*. Le Commandant de cette 
troupe detacha un de fes gens pour en faire rapport au Chef 
de la troupe principle, qui s'etoit arrete un peu plus en 
arriert ; & la-defllis celui-ci avanca & nous die, qu'il avoit 
or-dre de ne laifter paffer perfonne, fans une permiffion ex- 
prefie du Commandant du Cordon. Cet ordre, repliqua. 
Mr.de Bentinck, ne fauroit concerner Mde. fa Princefle 
d'ORANGE, qui n'eft ici qu'avec one tres petite fuitej Sc 
vous ne tarderei pas a en ctre convaincu, fi vous voulee 
avoir la bonte de faire avertir fur le champ Mr. votre 
Commandant, de arrivee de S. A. R. en ce lieu. Comme 
je croiois m'appercevoir, qtr*il rtoit embarrafle fur ce qu'il 
devolt faire, & que j'allois lui dire de fe depecher, nous 
vimes arriver un detachement de cavalerie d'environ 30 
Malrres, du Regiment de Hesse-Philipsthal, qui 
s'arreta, lorfqu'il eut joint la Troupe des Francs-armes. 
L'Officier a qui nous veniorft de parler nous qui tta d'abord 
it entra en pour-parler avec le marechal de logis ; mais ils 
etolent tfdp eloigned, pour que nous pufllohs entendre Ce 
qu'ih difoient. Leur converfation rut longue, & ['impa- 
tience me prenant, je priai Mr. de Bentinck de defcendre, 
pour slnformer, s'il n'y avoit point d'Officiers a ce de- 
tachement, et au cas qu'il y en eut un, de le faire avancer, 
afin que nous puffions nous expliquer avec lui. Mr. d« 
Bentinck defera a monavis,ot joignitla troupe. 

Je fortis en meme terns de notre voiture pour informer 

S. A. R. de ce qui fe paflbit, quand je me vis brufquement 

arrete 
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arrete par un des FrancE-armcs, qui me prefentant le bout 
de Ton fufil, me dit de rclter a ma place. Man ami, lui 
dis-je, vous ne favez ce que vous faites; le metier des 
armes vous eft inconnu. Jc n'ai d 'autre deiicio, que celui 
d'exjpliqucr a Mde. la Princefle, qui eft dans ce caroiTe, la 
raifon pour quo i nous nous arretons fi longtems; & It vous 
craignee que je ne vous echappe, vous pouvez y aller avec 
Hioi., La-deflus je voulois patter outre, mais il m'arreta 
une feconde fois, en me criant, qn'H s'y oppofoit abfoju- 
ment. II fallut ceder : Je remontai dans ma chaife, in- 
dignc du procede de ce miferable, & je remis a leur place une 
paire de piftolets, qui s'e (.ient deranges. Qu'avez-vous 
la, me denianda mon brave ? — N'as-tu jamais vu de pifto- 
letSj lui dis je ? Je t'avertis qu'Us font charges. II ne 
m'en demanda pas davantage, & un moment apres je vis 
arriver Mr. de Bentinck avec l'Officier commandant du 
detachement, qui s'etoit trouve, je ne fais pourquoi, a la 
queue de fa troupe. Mr. de Bentinck me dit, qu'il 
n'etoit que trop vrai, qu'il y avoit ordre de ne pas nous 
tainer continuer notre route. Je priai l'Officier d 'ap- 
pro cher ay ec nous du carofle de Mde. laPrinccfie, &il 
repeta lui-meme I'ordre qu'il difoit lui avoir ete donne par 
le general Van Rvesel, Commandant du Cordon. S. 
At R. le pria d'envoier un expres a ce general, pour lui 
notlfier fon arrivee, ajoutant qu'elle etoit bien perfuadee, 
qu'il nc mettroit point d'empechement a fon voiage. II y 
confentit avec quelque peine ; mais il refufa tout net Toftre 
de Mr. de Bentinck, qui voulutfaire partir 1'expr.es dans 
line de nos chaifes, & l'accompagner, afin de prefler fon 
retcnir : Tout ce .que nous pumes obtenir de cet Officler^ 
digne par fa manieres ruftres, de fervir avec des Vry- 
Corps, fiit, qu'il permit a Mr. de Bentjnck, d'ecriro " 
quelques 
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quelques lignes au general Van Rysskl avec lefqueJles il 
fit' partir un Cavalier de fa Troupe. 

J'obfervai enfuite que comrnc it y avoit 3 lieues ilu lieu 
ou nous etions, au cpjartier de Van Rvsspl, ilnc conve- 
noit point de faire attendre Mde, la Princefle au. millieu 
diiL-hEmin,jiifqu'au re tour de l'expres ; & je priai 1'offiqier 
de rious mener a quelque cndroic voifin oil S. A. R. put 
etre plus a fon aife. II y confentit encore, et on fc pre- 
para a partir. Une partie de la cavalerie & des Francs- 
amies pafla derriere les voitures, faifant un vacarme, 
comrnc j'imagine que pourroient faire des voleurs de grand 
chemin, qui auroient fait quelque bonne capture. Je ne 
pus remarquer la moindre difcipline ou fub ordination dans 
toute cette Troupe, a 1'exception de celle que je vis ob- 
ferver par le Lieutenant de Cavalerie vis-a-vis de 1'Officier 
. des Francs-armes ; il ne lui parla que le chapeau a la 
main, & nous vimes clatrement qu'il etoit entieremcnt de- 
pendant de fes ordres, quoique celui-ci ne le fut en au- 
eune maniere de fa miferable troupe. Celle-ci fe placa 
devani & derriere les voitures, commc elle le jugea a pro- 
pos. Dans cette bagarre, un des chevaux du carofle de 
Mde. la Princefle prit 1'epouvante, & je vis le moment ou 
tous enfemble alloient faire verier la votture dans un des 
foffes, qui bordoient de chaque cote le chemin. Mr. de 
Bentinck &moi nous fautames de notre voiture pour 
courir au danger, mais les fry-Corps eurent i'infolence de' 
nous en empecher. Cependant, les gens de Mde. la Prin- 
cefle parvinrent a degager les chevaux qui s'etoient em- 
barrafles dans les traits, et nous partlmes enfin,- conduits 
comme des prifonniers, fans favoir ou l'cn nous menoit. 
Ce n'cft que chemin faifant que nous apprimes, qu'on 

nous 
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nous eonduifoit a un endroit appellc la Govkrwelse.* 
Sluys, oii nous arrivames a 7 heures du foir. Mde. la 
Princeffe avec fa fuite fut conduit e au quartier du com- 
■ mandant des fry-Carps, qui etoit abfent. L'Officier franc - 
arme de la Troupe, qui nous avoit eicortcs, nous fit t«us 
enfrer Jans une me me cliamtre, & les gens de S. A. R. 
dans line autre, qui y touchoit. On placa des fentinelles 
a routes les portes, & on prit les precautions les plus ridi- 
cules, au point de faire accompagner par 3 foldats 1'epee a 
la main, une des femmes de chambre tie S. A. R. qui avoit 
fecfoin d'aller a un endroit, ou peut-etre jamais femine n'a 
encore ete eicortee de la forte. L'Officier notre Con-* 
'du&euf fut, au refte, poli a fa maniere. II refta d'abord 
1'epee nue a la main dans la chambre de Mde. la Princeflc; 
mais quelqu'un de la fuite de S. A. R. lui ayant fait re- 
marquer que cela n'etolt nullement convenable, il ne fit 
point difficulte de la rengainer< 11 poufla la politefie juf- 
qu's affrir a S. A. R. & a fa fuite, du vin, de la bierre, & 
memes des pipes & du tabac, s'afleiant, au refte, fans 
facons a cote de Mde. la Princefle, les jambes croilces, 
S. A. R. lui pardonna de bon cceur ce manque de refpect, 
voiant bien que c'etoit d'ailleurs une brute d'une aflez, 
bonne efpece, que le hazard avoit fait, decordonnier ou 
tailleur, Capitaine de Fry-Corps 4 

*« Aubout de quelques heures, Mde. la Princefle recut 
lavifitede la com million des EtaW de Hollande, qui 
refide a Woerden. La fuite de S. A. R. pafia dans la ' 
chambre voifine ; mais je dois remarquer que duianl 1'en- 
tretien que ces Mrs. eurent avec Mde, la Princeffe, ils 
garderent conftamment l'Officier du Fry-Corps dans la 
chambre; d'ou je conclus, qu'ils regardoient S. A. R. 
com me 
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•amine loir priibaniere. Ccs Mrs. debuterent pu de- 
nander a S. A. R. 1c motif de fori voiage St fi die avoir 
intention de fc reader a la Haye. EUe fatisfit a ces de- 
Hiandes, & ue lcur cacha pas fa furprizc de ce qui lui etoit 
arrive. lis lui ftrenr alors des exeufes, & tachcrent de pal- 
lierleur conduite, finiuartt par lui dire, qu'ils avoient ere 
obliges de fe tenir a leurs ordree, qui etoient des plus 
ftrifts ; qu'ils ayoient depeche un Expres aux Etats pour 
lcur donncr connouTance de l'evenemefK, & duaander 4® 
ordres ulterieurs ; que jufqu'au re tour de cet Egpres il few 
etoit isipoffible de lui )ai fter contimter fa route, tt qu'ils 
la prioient de choifu* quelque ville prochaine pour y paflei 
la nuit. lis lui propoferent Woerben oh Scuoohho- 
vzn. S. A. R. avoit d'abord propole Cxqi/da qui etoit 
la plus voifine -, mais comme ils avoient fait beaucoup de 
difficulties & qu'ils y craignoient une emeute, S. A. K» 
n'ayoit point infifie, afin de leur prouver 1* fincirite (Us 
affurances qu'EIle leur avoit donnees. EUe avoit ait? 
per.fe a rebrouffer chemin jufqu'a Leerdamj rnais li 
difficulte de fe procurer les chevaux neceflaires fut cswfc 
qu'EIle fe determina enfin pour Schoonhoven, ou deux 
Mrs. de la Commiffion avec une efcorte de cavalerie I'M* 
com pagne rent. 

II etoit environ tnimiit lorfque nous y arrivames. S. 
A. R. ecrivit fur le champ au ConfeiUer Pinfimnain &au 
Grejfier ; & aiant attendu envain toute la journee du 24 
' pne reponfe des etats de HolIande, non feulement a f« 
lettres, mais aufli a l'expres dc la Commiffion, ellejugts 
que la meiileur parti a prendre etoit de retourner a Nl- 
Megue. Elle quitta le 30, a 4 heures du matin la v9Je 
de Schookhovek, apres y avoir pafte tranqui'llemcnt 36 
heures, 
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heures, fans cnercher * furmotuer tew obftacles que I'on 
fcfekott a Ton depart, pwtcquo rr'aiant an rian i fe re- 
pfocnet, n'aiant e» qn"uiv defftfin- kxinble, Elle ne-eraigwoit 
lien, & etoit parfartemetit rerSgnie- a tout ee qui pouvoit 
Lui a/river. S. A. R. rec.ut e-nlin les reponfes de U 
HoilANDt qu'rfte avoit (i longtems attendues, au mo- 
ment que nous aUk>its repafler le £«■£;■ St vous favee 
Monfeigneur, que le contenu de ces lcctres n'etoit point 
de nature a engager S. A. R. a demeurer plus longtems 
fur Id ettritoire <te la Hollands. Pendant notre fejour 
i Sgmoonhovem Hows- apprimeB quels Rhingrave avoit 
hit cotirie 1c bruit,- que le prince fnarchok avec un corps 
de jo a t7, mille homines vers cette ville, & qu'il avoit 
fait avanfier un detachement de Houzards fous pre text e de 
venir £ fon fecoure, mow que Is Magiflrat hii ca avoit re* 
fufe 1'entree, difant qu'il repondoi t pour la tranquil ite de la 
ville. Plaifante idee de vouleir fair accroire que V. A. S. 
marchoit avec une armee, dont fon Augufte epoufe fatfoit 
1' Avant-garde,," Jai I'htmunr, Sec. &c. 



No. IV. 
Lettre de S. A. R. Madame ta PrineefTe d'OiUNGE 
a Mr. Fagel, Greffier de L. H. P. en date de 
Schoonhoven, le 28 Juin, & expedie le 29 a 
trois heures du matin. 

** T K-cas fingulier qui m'arrive aujourd'hui, m 'a fait 

'*- J ecrire la lettre ci-jointe au grand Penfionnaire de 

HottANDE, dans laqucllc je lui lais connoitre les nitons 

de mon voiage & le prie dc les ir.ettre fous les yeux de L. 

N. &c G. P." 

«J'ai 
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. " J'ai crU devoir vaus en donner en meme terns coonoif- 
. fence, pour vousmettre en e tat d'eninftruire L. H. P.fojt 
dans la befogne, foit a I'affemblec, .comme vous le jugerez 
le plus convenable. Je ne ferai aucune reflexion fur ce 
qui s'eft pafle. Tous ceux qui me coiyioiffent, compren- 
dront facilement combien je fuis fenfiblement touchee 
d'un evenemsnt qui rcpond ft peu a mes ientimens & a 
mon but." 

" Cependant j'efpere.me voir dans peu en etat de pour- 
fuivre ce dernier, avec tout le zete & -route la fidelke, 
qu'exigent de moi les vrais interets de la chere Pati ie, & de 
ma maifon, le mamtien de la conftitution, & le retablifle- 
merit du repos & de la bonne harmonie. C'eft dans ces- 
fentimens, que je fuis, Mr. avec une parfaite cftime, &c." 



. No. V. . . 

Lettre de S. A. R. a Mr. Van Bleyswick, Con- 
feiUer-Penfionnaire de L. N. & G. P. les Seig- 
neurs Etats de Hollands, ecrite du meme en- - 
droit & de la meme date. 

Monsieur ! 
" T E fouhait le plus ardent de mon cceur dans ce tno- 

"*""* ment affreux, ou fe trouve la Rcpublique, & «u . 
meme le Prince Stadhouder-Hereditairr eft eo- 
ptche de venir en Hollande, eft de tiavai er par ir,a 
me jia'.ion a prevenir une guerre civile, dont nous fortunes 
menaces, ii de terminer tous les difierends fur les principes,, 

de* 
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de b conftttution etaolie; Voila les feules & veritable* 
raifons, qui m'ont determine*: a entreprendre un voiagea. 
la Haie, lequcl je me flattois de tenir fecret jufqu'a mon 
arrivce a la maifon du fiois, d'ou j'aurois communique 
mon but a L. N. k G. P. et aux Etats-Gcneiaux." 

** Je n'aurois jamais cru voir echouer ce but fi falutaire, 
meme avant que je fiifle en etat d'y emploier tous mes 
efforts." 

** Vous favez, Monfieur, que je fuis empcchee de coil- 
tihuer mon voiagej j'efpere cependant, que ce retard 
n'cloignera pas pour toujours la chofc ; Mais j'ai juge ni- 
cefiaire de vous raire connoitre les veritables motifs de 
mon arrivee en Holla nde, en vous priant d'en inflruire 
L. N. & G. P. & de me. croire avec touts l'efliine, que 
vous mcritez, Monfieur, &c." 



No. VI. 
Lettre de S. A. Monfeigneur le Prince Stad- 
houder a L. H. P. les Seigneurs Etats Gene- 
raux des Provinces-Unies. 

Haijts et Puissans Seigneurs I 

*' T"^ ANS ce moment nous venons d'etre informes avec 
"*■"' certitude, que S. A. R. notre tres chere Epoufe, 
a ete arretee dans fon voyage de Nimegue a la Haye, 
aux environs de Schoonho yen, par une troupe de'bour- 
yeois armes &r de militaires ; Sr qu'Elle a cnfuit'e etc re- ' 

menee 
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menee dans la fufdite vi'te, ou elle eft arretee & gardee par 
-ordre de Mrs. les Deputes lies Seigneurs Etats de Hoi.- 
LANDS & dc Westfrise. 

" II fcroit intciJe de mettre fous les ycux de V. H. P. 
combien nous avorts ete frappes & fenfiblement afFedes 
d'unc a&ion ii violente, com in ifc envcrs one Peribiuie au- 
giifte, & qui nous eft fi chere. V. H. P. comprenncnt 
aifement, que nous ne pouvons qu'etre tres fenubles a 
une flctrifliire, faite a nous, a notre maifon, & a la per- 
fonned'uae PrifKjefle Relate* ainii nous attendons avec 
onepiem confiancc, que V.H..P. voudront hien prendre 
de telles mefures,ique S. A. R. fait rdache'e Je plutot paf- 
flble. Nous neus gallons auffi, que V. H. P. ne panvant 
ctrc indifferentes a nos ioterets & a notre honneur, a ceux 
de notre tres «W« Epoufe & a ceux de nos enfans, vou- 
dront bien concourir a effectuer que la fletriuure faite a la 
perfonne de notre Epoufe foit immediatement reparee ; de 
meme que nous ne pouvons attendre, que les Maifons 
Roialcs, auxquelles notre Epoufe & nous, fommes allies de 
fi pres, le m on t rent mdirK rentes a une facon d'agir auiS 
violente." Sur quoi &c. 

Amenfaart,lt r'29 fttirty 1787. 



No. VII. 

Reponse de Mr. le Greffier Facel a S. A. R. Ma- 
dame la Princefle d'OiUNGE, en date de la Haik, 
le 29 Juin 1787, le foir a 10 Heures. 
Madame ! 
A IANT ete bonnore' ce matin d'une lettre de V. 
A.JL datee dc Schoonhoyin le 28 de ce niois, 
a laquelle etoit jointe copie de celle addreflee a Mr. le 
CortfeUer- 
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Confcillcr-Penftonnaire, au fujet du cas aufll Inattendu 
que fingulier, qui venoit d'arrivcr a V. A. R. j'ai cm de- 
voir la eommumquet a I'aiTemblee de L. H. P. qui out 
pris la refolution d'en ecrire immediatement aux etats de 
Hollande, pour les prier de mettre ordre au piutot, 
pour qu'on laiffc pourfuivre le voiage de V. A. R. fans 
ftaeun empechement, afin d'effectuer lea vues falutaires, 
que V. A. R. a eues dans ce voiage, com me V. A. R. le 
vena par Ja copie de la lettre des Etats-Generaux 
tux Etats de Holl ande. 

L<es Etats-Generaux ft'etant raffembl.es de nouveau 
ce foir a fept heures, pour favoir le refultat des delibera- 
tions en Hollands, Mrs. de Hoi.lande ont declare, 
qu'aiant pris les lettres de V. A. R. ad referendum^ it s'e- 
tant referve la Iibre deliberation de leurS principaux, ils en 
Srvoiefit drlibere ce matin ; mais que quelques membres 
Sevant conrulter '-lew* riHes, ils ne pourroient flbe prfits 
que mardi ; fur quoi L. H. P. ont refolu d'ecrirc de nou- 
veau, une lettre a la Province de Hollands, coolme V. A, 
R. le verra par la Copie ci-;ointe. 

Je la fupplie d'agreer les aflurances du profond refpefl 
tc du parfatt devoflrtient, avec lequel j'ai loonneur d'etre, 



De votre Aitefle .Royale, 
Le tres humble & tres ©beiflant Serviteur, 



H. FAGEL. 

No. yin. 
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:Eririn&- 1 du Rcgitre dS Refolutiorts de L. HP. 
les Etats-Generaux' des , - , Pkovn«CEs-*UNiEs. 
Du Vendredi 39 Juin 1787* 

"f E Greffier Fagel a comauiiiiqui"; .a l'Aflcmblee inc. 

J " i Lettre de.S. A. R.datee de Schoonhoven du 28 

de ce inais; qu'il . arecue par un exprts, .avcc .unj^lettre 

<& fa"p»*t- pour Je Grand ■Puiifionnaire de ^ollanoe 

& de WasT»R4SE,.au fujet d'un caa fiiigulier \uj Ljiii eft 

anivtt- lq dit .jour, ainli qu'il eft dit dans la lettre^. piece 

afinexes,- ., . . .... '-,-. ■ 

J ■ ■■ ■ • ■ .. ' .- ; 

FjXt insertw. 

.JSji[ Jr<*oi aiant e^e delibexe, i] a. 6te . trouve boh qu*cn 
attendant des informations ^3 terieures, au, fujet.de ce cas, 
au&inqpine que.fingulierj auquel, L. H. P., teajoignent 
prendre Ja plus viye part, onenverra copjede la lettre fuf- 
ditc,ot.dc. la piece .annexe a L. N. & G, P. 'pendant la 
ienue merne de TAffemblee^ avec priere de donjner au pi»- 
t6t,.& fansaucundvlaiyles ordres ntjcefiaires, pour rjiie S. 
A. R. puifie contirmer fon voiage; & que^tous les'ohfta- 
cles qui pourroient encore avoir lieu a cet egatd, fbicrit 
d'abord leves; afin que' STaVR. puille etteftuer les ef- 
forts Jalutaires dont Elk parle dans la lettre; cc dont L. 
H. P. demandent a L, N.. & G. P. d'etre wformees fcns 



jy&tsrd avetk Rlgltri, 

• -1 
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No. IX. 

LefTitfi cfe L. rf. P. tea EfATs-GBwiRAW dcs 
Provincss-UsieSj du 19 Join 1787; auxEtsffs! 
de Hollands cc de Westfrise; 

Nobles et Puissans Seigneors! 
XTOTR'E Qreffier nous a communique ce matin one 
*^ Lettre de S. A. R. datec de Schoonmoven, le 28 
de ce iaois, qu'fl avoit rectie par uq exprisj avec uoie 
lcttxe sddreflce an Confeiller-Peufionnaire de Hollands 
& de Wistfrise, au fujet d'un cat Gngulicr qui hit ell 
iurveau le-dit jour. En attendant d'autres informations 
au fujet dc' eet evenement inopine, au. quel nous prcuoaa 
la plus vive part, nous nous crovons obliges d'envoyer a 
V.N. P> pcadaat n»tre sriTembWe, utu copie de la lettre 
et de la piece annexe, et de prier V. N. P. de voiiloirdon- 
ner au glittot &ians aiicun delaij lea ohites'.neceflaii-es,' 
peurque S. A. R. puifle conKnuer fon voyage- fans env 
pecbemens Blutrieun^ It que tous les obfiaclety qui pour- 
roient encore fubfifter a cct egardj foicnt tmmediatemeni 
ieves, a£a qne 5.. A. R. puiffe efie4tuer les jalature&.ef-' 1 - 
forts, dont Kile put le dans fa tettie, ce dont nous prions 
V. N. P. de nous informer au plutot ; Sw quit nous rtpe- 
Jant, MKSj &c. &c. &c. 



No. X. 
EtfftAlT du Regltre dcs Kcfolutions de L. H. P. 
ks Etats-Generaux dcs Provinces Unies; du 
Vcndredi 29 Juin 1787, le Soir a 7 Hcures. 

TV/fEffieurs les Deputes de la Province de Hollands 

AV * & de WestMise, prefles de repondrc a la lettre 

ccrite par L. H. P. aux Seigneurs Etats leurs Principaux, 

C ont 
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ont declare qu'ils contiouoient a pcriifter dans Icur-avi», 
dowie ce matin, par lequeUfli ««*' pris ad rtferendtmi la 
letrre de S. ^.jL&fe font r^ycJaliJjr«,d^libcniUoDdff. 
Seigrteurs EtSts Teurs Tgnapwx^ dont pluftcurs membrcs 
s'etoient engages dc faiffc avoir au plutdt les intentions de 
leursVilles. -waM 

j.^. ,, :,/** '.- i! A.V-*j«*U J 

Surajudi aiatit. cte, delifaeJte, gnitrpn^l|pB4hdflnwrl-* 
corinojtrc 1 MdTeigneury its Ej&ts-.diftiHftSJ^inrti &deK 
WeStfrise, par. une )r Cecon'de Jettrei^»(44l*<H-'3§K^w»w 1 
Vouloir fe meler en ,auc,une, manierr : ,dan»[Jffl pVotMitpbi' 
appartiennent aux fufdiis Seigneurs ,$$&,. /QlVbtA#/ti ■$ 
Souverains territoriaux, Ics prient ccp4nd«Qt ) dc4?inmiflrt , i. 
la plus amitale, en rei'terant les inftances dj§ai>f||Jt$****"; 
j'ourd'hur, de vouloir reflechjr ferieuJemaat fu$qlc« .iiijW' ■■ 
dangeretifes, ,quepourraoccafipnner au.fje)ifQVM4(^««ft) - 
tage'de 1* RepubKque, la demarche taite^ej] metunt oU- 
ftade au voyage de S. A. R. a la Haye, et que L. H. P. 
au cas que lea Seigneurs Etats e f e _fi flE LAWP B & de WesT- 
f-'rise ne fatisfaflent point a lenrs inftances, laiflent pour 
le comptt de la Province de JJollande, les confequences 
de ce qui pourroit en arrivcr a la Rcpublique. 

...-.-". - ■ ■ . * m, '.ii'tq^vl ,iL *-"~ ; 

Me%4$s les deputes jJe- la Prawned de* tfdii&iAfe & 
de WESTFRi«E-qpt,cflntiliw wpjaSftwilfeiB U-rioclara- 
tion, qu'ils avoient donnee. 

MeffieursJes. E>sput& deft-6 aunres RpvirKwfl^n'ity^ 
par copie ad r^firfndvm^, twUice quia. &B'firt>poft£ltal & 
eoncju Urdeftus,ce rruttiriawsiMitt J" at-.* --aou^witt 

1 B ' 'JD'accord avtc tcjitpftt fcegitrt, ... 

• - :,. i. .... ■ n. . :. aa; 'B auoil 
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Lettre des Ei^ts'de'lHbLLAKDE 8c" de WEST- 
frisk 3 s.a.r. ( . 
Madame! , . 
J A Lettre de V. A. R. ecrite a tc.ttootmort w, le 28 
■*-* (le oPrtfef*** Wottlltrtr le Confeiller-Pciifionnairc, & 
relative aM*a*pac*hemeht que V. A. R. a cpronve* dans 
fon novate Wla'HWvi, hews ayant ete commiiiiiquec pour 
aidilia&W* ribuSWbrii thMtve fcdn de repondre par la 
prefaawtt fvVA.-Rfqne Fa pfuralHe des metnbres de notre 
Aflanible4a ; jilg^neccflairedeure»dre ladite Lettre ad re~ 
fernuUiM t -H'4wii porter Tous les yeux de Meffieurs leuis 
printapaWix^'petiLr eh defiWrer & s'en expliquer au jdutot, 
mfiMtt^tPftto'a'pil'eDCOreetrefbnne de ConcWiou a ce 
fiijet. *Jk/$M», "for*"* '"" : ' 



Lettre des Deputes des Sgrs. Etats de Hollands 
& d*v Wkst-Fhisk pour la Defenje de hi Pro* 
viacc, &cc. a Madame k Princefle d'OfcANGE. 

Madam 1 

XT OUSetaot engages de donoer immediatetnent con- 
■*-\ aotflaitce A V. A. de la refohition de L. N. & G. P. 
ks Seigneurs Etats de HoiiAHAr & de Wbstfsjse, 
nos refbe&ables Commettans, fur ce que nous avons cut 
avant-hter, relativement au voiage de V. A. R. a la mai- 
son du, Bots* nous avons cru devoir communtquer fans 
C a dclai 
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delai a V. A. R. que bier* 4jue nous n'ayons pas obtenu 
line coiutoiflance b%aje dc lsur refolution fur ce-fujetj nous 
fommes neanmoins informes, que. les membre8,del'affem- 
Metf de L. N. & G. P". oiit pris a4 reftrerufam la lettre que 
nous leur avons addrefiee, ainfi que cellet que V. A. R. a 
ficrjtes au Confeiller-Penfionnaire de ce^.province Jf su 
Greffiec FAMiialln de mettre cette affaire QsUwte fens 
les.yeuxde-leurs principayx^jb q»e ,1a. sarnies que nous. 
wohs tcnue a.ete tpppiwfo .Sw quoi.apnes.^r "- 
eotntnaru&V.. A. R. 4~Ja prattftioa .du, ..Tout-Puiffaet, 
none avons Uhtmneiw d'4|re aye£ un.proS^^rdpc^ 
■' t ■■■ .--; ■ .Madamev^ 

■■ .tp#.V, A„R. 

"Les bons Amis, ' 
'* £es Deputes deL.'N. & G.P. les Seigneurs 
Etats de Hollands & deWts'rFRisE, pour 
la Defence de cette Province et de la ville 
'd'tPfftECHT, 
Wotrietiy Par ordre des merries, 

et 30 Jum l?if* k.-GoSTER(Js x Secretaire. 



. - " '-'- -- No. XIH.- 
Extract des Rcfolurlona des SgraL" Erats de Hot- 
LANDEcWdeWESTFRfsii/prifes dans 1'aflemWce 
, tie UN. &,G..Pl.V{^d«di 2# jum 1787.^ 

TJ Ecu une lettre de Mrs. les 6ommiflaires pour ta de- 
**■ ferifede cette 'Province & "de la" viDe d'UrKSCHT, 
ecrite a Woerden 1c 28 de ce mois, & contenant les 
rations du retardernent, apporte au voiage de S. A. K. 

pour 
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pour fe rendre ici, ainfi que le detail de Ictits precedes en 
cette occallon ; le tout infer£ ci-apres. 

"N.G.St P. S. Surla nouvelle, recue ce niatin, qu'il 
avoit ete ordonne des relais pour, un certain nombre de 
chevaux a Haestkecht & aNiEUPOORT, &que le bruit 
%y etoit repandu, qn'il ailoit y pafler use performede ties 
'graiidc cohfideration, bruit qui cau&itdeja quelque mouve- 
mcnt parfm les 'bourgeois & habitant du pi at- pais, nous 
que V;'N.' or'G.'P. oht charges non feulement du ioin de 
la ileYerifc dc la pfovince, maisauffi de fake ecbouer toutes , 
ieVtrames ftrrettcs bu publiques des ennemis de cette 
province ou L (Je J fes allies, avonljuge neceflaire d*envoicr 
de ce cute la, communication prealable fiir ce cue, avec le 
general -'tna/or van R$ffil, un detacbement d'un oracier & 
de 20 Cavaliers de Hesse-Philipstahi^ en lenrdon- 
nant l'ordre expres •*' d'arreter & d'intcrrogcr precuement 
" tons les paflagers ; et, s'il fe pre fentoit quelque peribniie 
" dont la venue en cette province' pourroit y etre prejudici- 
** able pour la tranquility publique, de la retenir, fans con- 
" (ideration de qui que ce foit, & de la garder autii long- 
" terns que nous ferons a meioe de donner des ordres 
" ultericurs a ce fujefc" . - 

** Cette precaution a eu pour fuite N. G. & P. S, que S. 
A.R. Mde. la Princefle <r"OR ange, paflantde ce cote-l^, 
a ete arretee dans fon voiage par un detachement de bour- 
. ^ois de la ville de Goude, poile au Goejan-Veawelle 
Sluys, & muni d'ordres tendant a la meme fin. Apeinc 
en avons-no'usete iriformes par 'expres, que nous" nous 
forhmes rendu* -au GoejaNtVerwellEtSluys, ou fe 
frouvoit 8. A. R, afin d'apprendre de boucfac, de Ja.part 
<?3 M 
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de «tte, : Prince0i? w le 1 batdece voyage inattejulu : . Surquoi 
S^A r B..^do^fiAcpnnoit5e: \" Qu'elle awit^effeui de 
.Jfe.fiendfieJ UHAYEj^'jeU^venoif a^pc kjs pieillietyx in- 
tentions ,dtj..niondc ; & qy*: la triftp.fUuation.jdeK affaires 
dc-qcpais, oul'on avoit dcji V15 V«><iaiT(n(Fr le^fcuj.dc la 
.guerre civil?, dortf les progffs ; ultcriours; jain^apiicnt, 
l'^jott engag^e a fcire cpttp ; dprnaHj)^ . n ** r .^»fifr n'a v/ws 
yu, N^G,.& P. S, , qu'ajuu'tcr . foi i^cesi pFojt^ifcn tons} de la 
P^rjnceflc- erpcndantquelques circonftaiicflSfc.dont nous 
£vona efc.informes, nous ant faiL juger^qtt'iJ •*&>* »{&£- 
penfablement neccfeife" de prier-S. £.E. de. ne- point 
contirtuer poor le prefent fon voiage; mats de s'arreter 
jufqu'a ce 'que nous Tenons infamies ,dcs intentions de V. 

** Nous tivons penfe, qu'une populace aveugle, n'etant 
pas convaincue de ce s vues pures d e a". A. R. auroir. tres- 
aifemcm pu, a cette arri vee imprevue, faire retentir partout 
[es cris,de }a feditidn. & patera des e^trimites dangereufes. 
Les'ayis que nous a'von's recus d'actrpupe.rnens de la po- 
pulace & d'habftans du plat pais, eh deca de 7a' ville de 
: Grfu»Ai cornme aufi^ceqferiouiippilir^SPleis'pefffflnes 
rt»^eSdelufuitede4fiPdnts(re > ^^!ia6cl8 , |raa'8l?ibi}ibre 
des perfonnes qui s'etoit raficmblc a ScHoo^if/dvui^ len- 
iin que! que; nouvelles partlculicreSj que 5QUS recumes^sn 
itieme isms de" la Hax,e sd'autres parts, nousont.oblijSs 
a perfuader _S. A. R. de fuTpcndre. fon voyage projette, 
u leg orates 3e V. N. ( & G. 



jufqu'icc que nous jurions recti . ., f 

P. et jufi]u|acc qu'oneut letems, d'ailurer le repps pupl(C. 
C'eft auffi. apres que iious avons expofe a 5. A. K. le dan- 
ger de fon.fcjour. dans la'ville. de Gouda, que,S.,A\ JC. 
^"U cejte.perfuafion, * B^p^^JP^^t 1 *? **" 
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is am, en nous affirrant, qu'KUe : y.iefteroft auffi longteiris 
que V. ! N , . : &'G. P. auroiertt ' ftft' -connbitfe leurs fmen- 
tions-a S.'A.R.: & doranieiri^jde' 'noire 'cdsmttiffibn 
dirt accorflp^nf Md^Jli 4rrWcfcn% J^'irne'eiEorte eft 
Cavaliers,' jufljlil- tefc&Dt>SKtf^Bi».* ,J Won* wiuSTiattork 
^ue , V^'Ni'&6'JP2 i W^6rit : H^H^rerdeieur'3pijn>- 
birtfon ttCie^deWrciicy 'q"lie nous 'av'oris faite pour le 6icn 
'de- PBKrt^'&SVec.les meiilfcures intentions durmjride'.' An 
refte, 1 priantk ; cWt , aS-b6nir'kis' JJe'flonnes'&Mcs refotutisns 
feflpoftanteide V. N. & G.'F. nduS a*6ris Thohheflf de 
,lioU6 figner av8c un profond rerpea^." :: ". - ' "' 
'f ' C^'fiWe) 'Ccs ComrnuTaires pour la Defence dp cett« 
-—■-■■■ 'Province & de la vUfisd'UT'kEpiT. 
(Plus bas) Par leur ordre; 
... . ,:, . i( , vi . .,'fSignc) ._ ,.B. CosjEpus, S(jeji£taire,' 



^Ici ie. tr6uvent"ih|eree5 la I&trt! 1 3e S. A. K. a M. 
le Oaifeller^Pen&n^ure, ifvp^e? .jNaij, ^.,la 

,(.XWTO : de'Sc,A,R. ;a.Mr. Je.QrefljeijiFAGEj., 

(No-lV^-. ■-.-'.■■ ... ,.»■':.. . ..- <■■■ ■-;-,-•, -- 

JC&quoi defibere, '& copies des niSf-jlites Lettres slant 
7* etc demanaees bar Mrs. les Dqjutes^des/vjtles de 
'fbrjtrfc/fri'jfyerlem, Ley^ Jlmfterdam t Gatide, Rotterdam, 
Gtrptchem, Schiedam, Scbioni'oveiii AOtmaer, MumtkenSatrL, 
& Ptkmer~ende t pour s'informer au piutot des in^nhonsde 
JJfri.'lelirs Commettans a cefujet.'il' a de plus ete*trouve" 
Doh^* d'apfa-fiuver fa cftndiiite, tehue'en cette o&aSoh. 
^ pir^KlftVl^Coniini^ire's'^our la defalk de cettc Pro- 
vince 
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* vince k de U riUe cWfrwAr." De pWs arrete, » qiTeri 
« irponfe i U lettrc, que S. A. R. a ecrite au ConfeiUer- 

* Penfionaaire, ilhu-faatcntdfettput de L.N.&G. P. 
M que, la iiridrte Lettre aiant fte poirtee^a la conftoii&nce 

* & tux deliberations de L. &.'& G. P. la pluralite d*s 
" tnembres avoit joge nccd&ire d'effl pfendre'eopie pour k 
u porter' an ptutot a la deliberation de ' Mn. leurs Com- 
*' metouis j de forte que jufqu'a prefent Ton n'avoitpu. 

* riea conchre i fc fujet." £t fera envoys' cutrait de la 
pecfeMe refolution a Mrs. les CommiffairW luftits pour 
leur fervir d'mformatian. 



Mrs. de POrdre-Equeftre & Jes Nobles out declare, 

* qu'ils ctoient ablblument pros a concourir a iaciiiter, 

" par tous les moyens poffibles, la venae de S. A. R. a la 

" Ha ye ; & qu'ils etoient egaletnent dnpofes a entrer avec 

H Elle dabs telle Negotiation, qui {eroit la plus proprc a 

** applanir les diSerends fubfiftans." Out declare de plus 

Mrs,.d«rQrdrc-Equeftre M *J qu'ils des approuvoient trcs- 

hautcment la conduite de Mrs. les cinq Comminaires 

fufdits, Jan* que neanmoins, par cc desaveu formel, 

ils voiiluflent entrer dans les merites de la dite Commif- 

fion, qu'ils n'ont jamais reconnue ; proteflant de nou- 

" vcaij contre'clle, amfi que contre tout le traitenient de 

" octte ailjjrc, de la maniere la plus lotto, laiijant les kites 

" qui poorroieiit en redulter, pour le coipptc de ,ceux qui 

" f ont dorine lieu, ou qui j ont concouru, en fe rele/vant 

** telle' annotation ultericure St telles demarches, quails 

''jugerant neceflairesl'' : '"' '■' X 

, Mrs. les Deputes des. Villps dc Delft f b BrilU, Effrm &i 
MUaabliki Dot declare, " qu'ils etoieat prets- a coBtribuer 
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" re qui dependent d'eiix, afui de.frci liter le voyage de S. 
" A. R, pourfe rendrc id, aia& 911'jl eft^t a laiin.de, 1*. 
" fufdite lettre." Id] ghmU^, dps. memprcs. .aia^t.nt^p-c 
mains juge a propos de prendre le tout ed ref'erevdum^en 
apprpuyant la. condigje-dc Mrs. les Comoiiuaircs de I- JfJ. 
& G. P..1 Wvn-dat, jl% on^jrratefte contre ; & ij? en, ont 
laifle les fujtgs yqur le compte des dits membres. ,....->_ 



Mis- les Deputes des Vtlles de Hoorn & d'Eniiifi/^ fc 
font joints a la fuiilite Annotation; mats iis. .p'onf. pojo* 
concouru a I 'approbation de la conduite. de Mrs. les Com- 
Diiffaires. 

Mrs. les Deputes de la ViUe de. Gffwchem y n'aianr point 
cdncouru a la Reiolution, d*oui,M/s, kg Coram iflaires de 
J->. N. SfcG. P, ont deduit kur obligation a tenir la epq- 
duite, qu'ill ont fuivir en cette , rencoutre, ne peu vent par 
confequent enlisf dans les deliberations, fur {'approbation 
de cette coaduite. __ ,* - , v ■ •'-,..." 



ErrtAft- dtt Regiftre des 1 Reftrfutidns deM^Ha P. 

■ lesETATVGlNKRAUXdei'pROVlNCfcs^USkriJ*' ' 

.,':>* ? t ■'■■ . u r . .. ■ ub tv- - ' 

TYE$uuneEettre £«£&& Mfgr. lePritefeTOKAhti 
. & de Nassau, datee d'AraersfbOrt'le^Tnf'mois 
piffe, ou il fc plaint d'un attentat commis contre la-per- 
HSbrdrS: XfRv'&ii EHt, attdttSfa &AM : *» 
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' " Fiil injirtu. 
■■"« Stir quoi aktOifte'delibere; ll'**t4 refolu' de renou- 
vetter, par une feconde leftrfe, avec: -tdu!tt: ; la : force & la de- 
cence poffibies, Ics instances faitesavanf-nier par L. HIP. 
aup r res des SgrsEtats de Holiande 4? fie WeStfrise, 
poiir que I'lirfiihe fake en chettiin i S: "AFR. fcit ccihvcna- 
iiletnent reparee, et que non fculcmcnt die rife foil pas em- 
^■ecbee de continuer fa route pour la Hate • irials encore 
jqn'6ft Ten prie inftamment, afin de pouvoir'atteindre Ie bilt 
que^S. A. R. elle meme a da.igjje manifelrer:' Declarant* 
en autre,' de la maniere la plus cxprefte, que L^ H, P. en"- 
vifagent;n*un c&te, ce moien, commele plus efficace pour 
fture'eeflef, (fous la benediction de Dicu,) les difienfiorre 
portees' 5 un fi haut degre, aipfi que les affreines fuites qa* 
ellesppt de"i eues, & pour prcvenir celles jjue.leur continu- 
ation doit faire crain«~re_ encore, & feuver ainfi la Repubr 
lique dc la ruine totale dont elle eft menacee I Tandis que 
d"un autre cote L. H. P. apprehendent les fuites nineties 
q'MBpouTroieiit refulter pour la RepubKqtte^ au cas qu'on 
-aetwd jt-ou qu'on eitlpechat plus long terns- !e Voiage de S. 
■Atiftu&.-fe-but fnlutaire qu'Elte fe propdft: Suites &ux r ' 
quelles ils deel arent encore une fois pretendre 1 irVtoir au- 
cune part; I! 3 '" 1 t 14.*>' s IsfiSfiJ fiojjrjeconjpte des dits Sgrs. 
Etats, qui en feront feuls refpon fables ; y aiant donne lieu 
en di (Ft- ram- ou en refufant de preter l'oreille aux inftanccs 
rfftWu&VqSni'pre{nuitcsde : «^ 
v.-^,, „ .. v: ■ -\. - l;-t/ ' 

J! acie refolu de plus, de repondre a SiA.'S." poilr luj 
temoigner 1'impreffion fenllble &profande quQ;cetctc~nc- 

af Bt, : lii^attcndu a fait fur I'efpiM (tea .HKtttbre&c'b cAte 

afljf{nblps.4ap(iurluj commur|iqucr.qitekaJq;Blariilies filit& 

* , ajfr-HJer 4 :&' encore ce matini -oe.fujat* par L. B. P. 

a*prca 
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aupres ties Sgrs. Etats de Hollands, n'ayant pas en le 
faeces qu'elles crojoient av«e rqifoii.poiivoir en attendre, 
elks ne difconrinuprant pas de.tijavaijler, par tons lesraey- ' 
enjTpropres.auxauelselles fe ticnnent autorilees, &~qm 
sVcotderont ayec l^jiaturc de la chofe, la <%«*>* dc S. A. 
S. & 1'intpret qu'elles prennent a laperfonne & alamai- 
f<y\, tarn pour ejles-meines que par rapport a la Regxd)- 
lique, afin d'eijgagpf encore les Sgrs. Etats de Hollands 
& ils Wesj-j>-r,ise de ie rendre inceflammeiit,, tawfsoajc 
inftancca ft juftss d&cctte AflbmbJec, qu'acelles deS. A. 
£., Ettfjue-du refle Mrs. les deputes des provinces idpcc- 
tivesaiantdejidonneconnoiflancedecetevenenjentiMrs. 
Jkues. Principaux, L. H. P. ne doutent point qu'ils ne t£- 
tbent de concourir eficacement avec dies a la fin fuSUtr.™ 

Mr. le Greater Fagei. eft autorife par la prefrnKoe 
dormer egalernent connoiflance a S. A. S. de tout cc qui 
2 ete fait & conclu relati vement a ce«e affaire. 



Mrs.les Depmes des Provinces deHoL'tANDE& Win- 
>-RisE ? -d'OvERYssEL, & de Groningue ont pris mi re- 
ferendum U lettre fufilite de 8. A. S. pour la C 
plus implement chez eUX. 



M-.-r « >■:;■,. No. .XV. 

LET^£ i (Jje,S f ,A\.,iJ. Madame la Princeffi; d'OiuirGr 
4 Mr. FAGEL,Grefficr des Etats-Generaux; datte 
.„ d i e,Nirjnqgue,lc i; | Jiiillet 1787. 
-nnMoasiKVp V>'»"-. • *> - ■ 

>jfln P-tcs antfc awendu jmqu'au Tamedi matin a trois hearts, 

•liSl^ario.ifiipBBfcJes'SeigneMrs Etats de Hollands, 

fipus' avow recu'fiiccofli vement une lettre de L. N. & 

G.P. 
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G- P. & «ne autre" de la part de leurs Deputes, dont Je 
vous envoye ici Jcs copies. J.'ai era devoir repondre a 
celle de L. N. & G.P,,de la inaniere cite vous le verrez 
par la copie ci-jointe. . Je vou,s (jrie^ Monfieur, de cooi- 
muniqucr le tout a L. H. P. fijit dans, la Befogne, loit dans 
I'afiemblee, commt vous le jugerez je jpliis conrenable, & ' 
dc le£ affurer que Je fuis extremetaent fenfible it recon- 
noifiante, du zele avee lequcl Elks onMemoigrte, prendre 
tctte affaire a cceur. Surquei&c.) 



• No. XVI. ■ .u. , 

J_,ettre de S. A. R. Mde.la Princefle ^'Orange 
&c. aiix Sgrs. Etais de Hollan de & de West- 

■- PRISE. ■ ,- / . 

'NjMEOUE,!e i Jiiillet 1787. 

QUclque grande qu'ait e(e notre .liirprife, Iorfquc Jeudi 
dernier 28 Juin, nous avons etc arreteq par ordre de 
lacommiifion de V. N. & G. P„etabIie,pour la.dcfenfede 
leur province & de la ville d'Utrecht, & que nous avons 
fete erapEchee par die de pomfuivre notre voyage a notre 
Chateau du Bois, pres de la Hajse, tnalgrc les aJTuranc.es 
les plui fortes que nous donnameSi.que notre voyage avoit 
pour unique but le rctabliuement de la trananjllitc & de Ja 
paix; & que e'etoit pour preventr tout elpece de mouve- 
menr, que nous l'avions tenu auffi fee ret que. poflible : 
Nous ne pouvons diffimuler a y. N t & G. P. que nous 
avons etc encore plus ll-nfiblement touchee de la Maniere 
dont cette demarche a ete envifagee & traitee par elles. 
Lprfqu* 
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Iiorfqu'etant revenue a Schoonmotef, de l'enoroit ou 
nous avions ere retenue, nous donnames coitnoi fiance a V. 
N. &G. P. fca L'. H. P. decetewenement extraordinaire, 
& que, de la inartiere la plus modetee, rioui le'ur etaies 
demontre combieh un pareil traitemem quadrott peu frrec • 
nos (entimens &nos deficits, &combien nousdefirions de 
pmitfuivre notre Toyage poor let reahier, nous nous; Na- 
tions alors, qu'en consideration des egards que nous crow 
ens nous fitre dus de la part de V. N, & G. P. elks d<tf- 
approuveroient la coftduite de leurs deputes enters nous j 
qu'an moins a cette nouveife dies fe hateroient de two— 
voquer leur AflTemWee, & qu'atec toute la promptituue 
pcHEble elles nous auroient donne les moiens de nous 
rendrc a notre deftination & d'executer le plan que twu* 
avions fait pour le Men de la Patrie, nous avons ete etrknge- 
merit furprife que V. N. & G. P. nous alent non feuie- 
raent fait attendre leur Reponfe jatqu'au fkreedi matin jcr 
Juin ; mns qu'encore cetts Reponfe ne nous apprit autre 
chofe'i fi [ton qu'elles n'avoient pu prendre aucune asfolu- 
tion fur nbt'rc kftrt, tandis que par cclle que nous reeuraes' 
de la fufdite commiJfion, nous apprimes que fa condultr 
avoit et£ approuvee par V. N. ic G, P. 

Cctte approbation, ft. G. & P. S. 1'empechement mis 3- 
notre voyage, & les difficultes que l'on a fiat a 4a pkiralite 
de votrc Affemblce de nous laincr pafler tibrcment a notre 
dit chateau (aiant pris la chofe ad referendum,') quotque' 
nous euflkms Ainrtamment fait connoitre nos intentions, 
rerbddement & par etrit,& malgre les plus fortes instances 
de la part des Sgrs. Et ats-Generaux de nous laifler 
paucr^ tout cela now a prouve d'une maniere non equi- 
roque qu-'on ne fe fioit pas a notre Parole facree, ni aux 
intentions 
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Inte nt i ons que nous tvkms dcja manifellees ; ce que irony 
confidcrons comrot un obftacl/niisj'de propos delibere & 
. par violence, a la. liberie qni appai p*nfc,ra chacin? d'aller 
oubonlui femble, & furlout a nons, vij nos relations avec 
toute la Republiquc, It avec votre Province en particulier." 

Sur cda, nousn'avons pas heftte* N, G. it P.&'acTbr- 
tir dc votre province tt de reventr ici. Puis done,- qu'il a 
pin a V. N. & G. P. de faire ecboiw par une telle con- 
duits, nos vues fidutaires & paeifiques, nous' croions nous. \ 
devoir a nons-tneme, Hon Iculement d'exiger Jfe li maniere 
la plus ferieuie une reparation convenatle ti putiliqiic, 1 'dfi" J ' 
l'afiront qui nous a erf rait, mais encore' de'SJeefererto^ 
lemnellement, que nous regardons coraihe'refp^Jhiabfcs des' 1- 
fuites fitchcufes que pourroient avoir dorenavanflfes 'difien- lu " 
fions aduelfcs, rat-ce mime one guerre' civile,- 'que' 'flbus" " r 
avons voulu prevenir par notre entrenlifej'qQe 'fioui re"-" " 
gardens, difons nous, comme refponfables de ces Antes 
fachemes, ceux qui par leur influence vouX 6nt forced 
vous oppofer i nos vues avec tantde violence :' Cependiriti " : 
Bourne ^cefferons jamais dc veiller'atrc'le pluB'granu fecl6 0!3 '' 
aux vrais intents d'urie nation, 'do liquetfe" WutfavoW" * 
rec«--en general, memo au miKeu'dt fcrt"egSr'einiht, J ^ J ael n ol 
outrages qne- V. N. & G.P. nous out (SiKpffls'"^'"'' 
marques de veneration & d'amour, que ftttus' n'auridhs 'olfe" 01 
en attendre, apres les procedes & les refoliAiWii"ffinfti?- E '' £ 
tawesde.V.N. &G.P. a notre flgarifc'" ' ' "" ;1( "" ' uo,: ,,,J "* 

Sur ce, N. G. & P. S. nous pffohs Vtoffltftf vttfli'ait *"'■ 
»n (a (ainte & dignc garde. ' "■'■ "" jn ,,,p " jy " J J n '* ' 
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.-, ;•■ /i-.'i* ioquiq dtfPiriAnifWo rii> i'imm.,-) ?.im^ «\. 

UTiibM&WKWtmmt'U PHrfcfeffi: d^ite; 

autf Seigti^irs'Mats'Se'GuELDRE, Zei.'ande,Tj. ' ' 

TRECHT, PRISE, OvERYSSEL, GROmNGU£, & PaiS 
d £to3% .0 . X . -,. -, ,r, -. •> - - „ ,- Iw ,0?- 

' ' ^ ;/..p ,-jiiob «.V1 ■ •NiMEGUE ? le2>;iWi7^ 7 ; h '' 1 * 

trouper quelou^ moie.p c d>ppaifer jes^^l^ a^ue^d^ fc 
Rep^fyue^jflpu^ayoit fyfy prendre h.xtfr3gfem t fa nflua,,. 

noitre.^^^^^j^^in, afin.d'eviter toute <%c£d_e„ 
raouvement, que la jc^fi .d^nolxearrivce, auwit Ip^qega^. 
iicrmer parmi je^pe^}^ --,".,, ; „,- lt - q t!li irav , i;=»iwv *•- -:■' 

dermer^^gjujn, ^nflu^paryjupes^omme, nptftj49|6£ H) .- 
etwns arfen^uej J^rr^nc^otfe/ aucuri. ^ftafile, ■ jui"^?^,^ 
de-la di: gcfjop (5 ftpJW N ; . mais environ deux . 1 ieues plus , 
loin,p|u^eur^d/5W^mensdes Corps-Francs armps,^iant 
environuenosygjtufej, nop fefceTeru>d>llerau > .£»*.,.. J ^fi., ■., 
n<OT%e^ i( £es £r^s, L a,ug"^ 

avancjsn^ju^gu'^jce^nVnfinua^e^ ,, 

vint nous notirter roidre qu'il avpitde.jiQ lajffec p#/Tp(, ,.. •< 
perfonne. Nous reprefenUmes a I'officlcr commandant 
que cet ordre ne,pouvo'(t nous concerner ; majs.c^f ut *,-n r 
vain ; tout ce que nous pumes obtenir, fut qu'ij nol^qppj. ,.- 
duircit dans unc maifon peu eloignee de la, oii nous pour- 
rions atfciiife la^reponfe d'un expres qu'il expsdia pour 
demandcr 
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demander de nouvcaux ordres. Le refus qu*on nous lit 
de faire accompagner cet expres par un des Meffieurs de 
notre fuke, pour pouvoir donner con no i fiance de ce qui 
renoit de fe paiTe.r, ne nous laiiTa d'aucre parti a prendre, 
que de remettre au meme expres un billet ouvert addrefle 
au Commandant de Wocrdeh pour Jut temotgner notre 
furprife fur le cas extraordinaire qui venoit de now arriver, 
& que nous ne pouvions attribuer qu'a quelque mal- 
entendu. 

■A peine furnes-noss cruris dans -la maifonou 1'on nous 
ivoit cortdulte, qu'on y placa a tontes les portes des feiwr- 
nelles qui ne perrtliMnt a perfoMM do foriir, M'oiiBcierne 
quitfa point t'apparte merit oil noes ftOirs trouviorts. Qatl- 
ques beures apres nous eQmCs la rifite des meenbres de la 
ComniiffiondesEtats de Hollands qui reiide aWosn- 
D£N: mais apres unelongue convertptton, nous ne parties 
non plus les engager a nous permettre de continuer notre 
iroiaje.- lis periifterent idire qu*aiznt envoie un expres 
aire etats pour avoir des ordres utarieurs, tls devoient at- 
tend re fori retaux; & fur la prapontion que nous fines* 
o'aiier patter k nutt a. Gowda, Hs ne nous kiflerest qua 
le cboix entrc ScHOONHOVtK& Wa*aDi*j Nous nout 
dctermiaames poor Lzerdam ; et 1* comraiflton voiaM 
que nous nous dnpofions a y retourntT* nous fit accom- 
pagner par deux de fes membra* jjifqu' & Schqokhqven* 
Mais nc pouvant y avoir des cheraux, nous pfeferacKS de 
refler dans cette ville, d'autant- plus que ces Mrs. nous 
donnerent les plus fortes afltirances du ben ordre qui j 
regnoit. £n attendant nous donnimei cormoinancc aux 
Etats de Hollande, ainfi qn'aux Etais-Geiwraux, par deux 
lettres que nouj.ecrivimesj i'une au Confeiller-Penfionnaire 
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ct 1'au.tre au Greflier, des obftacles que nous avions ren- 
contres & du ilefir que nous avions de continuer notre 
route ; mais nous fumes obliges d'attendre jufqu'au famedi 
matin, le 30 de 1'autre mais, la reponfe que nous firentles 
Sgrs. Etats de Hollands ; laquelle rfponfe portoit (im- 
plement, que la pluralite aiant pris notre lettre ad referen- 
dum, on n'avoit pu former aucune conclufion. Nous ■ 
recumes enfuite encore une Lettre de la part de la fufdite 
Commiffion de Woerden, par laquelle elle nous fit 
iivoir que les Etats aroient pleinement approuvc leur 
conduits. ■•••■• 

Noirf'vdjaht atnft empechee k arretee dans notre route, 
noas avons cm -devoir retoumer ici, ecrire encore aux Sgrs. 
Etats d* Ho'Lt ANDE pour obtenir une reparatioirpubliqite 
&"fatSiftifant«-de I'sffront & de i'infulte que nous venions 
d"effu1er, tant parcW empechement meme, que par la raa- 
nlere dont on s'y 'etoit pris pour l'effe&uer. Notts efpe- 
rons que, coihme L. H.'P. ne fe font pas refufees des le 
cotnmencemeHt.a fanVl Ce fujet les plus fortes trifences 
mOftii des Sgrs. Etats de- Hollands, V.N. P. voudront 
bien conWttrir avec Elles a cette fin. C'eft dans cette 
vue-qiie rt*us voiis-eBvionscl-joint W copie des lettres que 
nfcustiroHB terttes de Schoonmoven au ConfeiHer-Pcn~ 
iiennaire' & a«r Greffier de L. H, P. ainfi que de oelle que 
nous uVonS' expedtee de Nimegue aux Etats de Hol- 
lands ttrtrhe. Nous y joignons encore la copie des ler- 
tresqiie" nous avons recues de la Haie, de la part des 
EtM«,1£&ift tfw de Ieurs Deputes a Woerden; & nous 
nous ftitdtts que ces afles firffiront pour donner a V, N. P. 
tes eifroYture© neceffiifes relative men t: au cours & a l'irn- 
portanoe de cette affaire. Sur quoi &c. 

D No. 
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No. XVIII. 

Lettre de Mr. le Greffier Fagel a Madame la 
* Princefle d'ORANGE, en Reponfe a celle de S. A. 
■ R. ecrite audit Greffier, en date de Nimegue, le 
I JuiUet 1787. 

MadameI 

T.TIER au foir tard, m'eft parvenuc la lettre que V. A. 
- R. m'a fait 1'honneur de m'adrefler en date le Ni- 
MEgue 1c i r de ce mois, par laquelle V. A. R. m'enyoie 
la copje des lettres qu'elle a recues fucceflivement, taut de 
la part de L. N. & G. P. que de leurs Deputes, ainfi que 
' la copie de la lettre que V. A. R. a ecrite en reponfe aux 
Seigneurs Etats de Holianbe, a£n que je les commu- 
, pique a L. H, J?, 

En confiquence, jfai remis ce matin a L'aj&mblee de L. 
H. P. la fufdite lettre de V. A. R. avec les pieces annexes. 
Sur quoi aiant ete delibere, jyieffieurs les Deputes dts Pro- 
vinces refpe&iyes out pris copie de la fufdite lettre, & des 
pieces authentiques, pour les communiquer plus ample - 
ment a leur Provinces; L. H. P. etant dans lajufte & 
fcrmc attente que les Seigneurs Etats de Hollands & 
Westfrise repondront convenabletnent aux inftances 
qui leur ont deja ete faites, tant par L. H. P. dans trois 
lettres confecutives, que par V. A. R, dans la lettre qu!- 
Elle leur a add re flee, afin de pouvoir prevenir encore 4 
ferns les malheurs qui font a redouter. 



h 
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je i'uis autorife a donner connoiuance de'cette conclu- 
fion a V. A. R. & j'ai l'bohneur d'etre avee le plus pro- 
fonde refpe£t, 

Madams, 
De votre Altefle Royale, \ 

Le trcs humble & tres obeJifiant ferviteur, 

LaHaye, (Etoit figne) H. FAGEL, 

« 3 Juillet 1787. 



No. XIX, 

Extrait du Regttre des Refolutions de Leurs 
Hautes Puissances, Ies Seigneurs Etats-Ge- 
(jeraux des Provinces-Unies. 

Mardi 3 Juillet, 1787- 
T E Greflier Fag el a communique a 1' Aflamblee une 
■*"^ Lcttre recuehier au foir tard, de la part de,S. A. R. 
datee de Nimegue du 1 de ce mois, avec quelques Pieces 
authentiques : La Lettre it Ies Pieces fufdites fe trouvent, 
jnierees ci-apres. 

Fiat Insertiq. 
Smquoi aiantete d|liber.e Mcffieurs Ies Deputes des 
Provinces rtfpe&ives ont pris copie de la fuiflite Lettre & 
des Pieces authentiques pour Ies communiquer plus am- 
plement aleur Provinces. L. H. P. font dans la jufte & 
ferme attente que lei Seigneurs Etats de Hollands &de 
Westfrise repondrom convenablement aux inftances 
D 2 m 
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qui lew ont deji etc faites, tant par L. H. P, dam trois 
Lettre5 confficutives, que par S. A. R. dans la lettre qu* 
Kile Icur a addrenee, afin qu'on puifle encore prcrenir a- 
tems les malheurs qui font a rcdouter. 

Le Grcffier Fagel, eft autorifc par la prefente de don- 
ntr, d'une maniere convenable, connoiflance a S. A. R. 
de la concluGon qui vient d'etre formee. 

Cette conclufion a etc formee par Monfieur de Wel- 
ijeren, corame aiant prefide, la femaine derniere, de' la 
part de la Province de Gueldres. 

Meffieurs les Deputes de la Province de Hollands &, 
o*e Westfrise n'y out pas concouru. 

Meffieurs les Deputes de la Province <POvBRYs3E& fe 
font referve les libres deliberations des Seigneurs £tats 
lews Principaux. 

Gsrftrneaujlflit Rtgiflrt. 
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" " * " No. XX. 

Rapport circonftantie de .toutcs- les circanflances 
qui ont precede, accompagne, et fuivi l'arrivee 
de Madame la Princefle d'ORANGE dans la Pro- 
vince de Hollande, Ie 28 Juin dernier; envoye" 
a L. N. & G. P. Les Etats de Hollande et de 
WESTFRisg; de la part de la Commifiibn des 
Etats etablie a Woerden, pour la Defenfe de la 
Province de Hollan de et de la Ville d'UTRECHT. 

Nobles, Grandes kt Puissans Seigneurs, 

i^Onformement&pour fattsfaire a la Refolution de V, 
N. & Gr. P. du 23. de ce mois, par laquelle il a plu 
a V. N. & Gr. P. de nous ecrire, que nous leur nffiqns par- 
venir au plutot un Recit deuille & circonftancie de lout ce 
qui s'eft pane a 1'occafion du voyage de Son Alteffe Royale 
a la Haye le 28 Juin dernier, nous avons l'honneur d'en- 
yoyer a yas-Nsbks W Gr. Puijfances une copie authentique 
d'un Rapport deuille de tout.ee qui s'eft fait relativement 
a l'empcchement apporte a la continuation du dtt voyage 
de Son Alteffe, avant que nous nous fuffions tranfportes fur 
les lieuxj Rapport, que nous avions exige, il y a dejaquel- 
que terns, de la part des Officiers-Commandants les deux 
Detachemens, taut de Bourgeois que de Militaires, qui s'y 
font trouves prefens : Et po.ur autant, que cet evenement 
a rapport a ce que nous avtjns execute dans cette circon- 
ftance, ou a ce qui s'eft pane fous nos yeux, nous faififibns 
avec d'autant plus de plaifir l'occaiion d'en donner une 
information exa&e a f.'Nl-li Gr. Puijfances, que toute 
cette affaire eft plus fimple dans fa nature & fes circon- 
D 3 fiances, 
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fiances, & que la cohduite, que nous avqns tenue a ce lujef, 
porte plus <je marques de ee zele definterefle, pour rem- 
plir les vues importantes de la Commiulon, que V. N, & 
Gr. P. nous ont deferee; zele qui feul, joint au fucces fi 
defile de nos efforts, eft capable, au milficu des catamites 
de. notre Patric, de nous confoler des difficultes & des def- 
agremens multiplies, que nous eprouvons journellement 
de- Mutes parts. 

lie Jeudi, 28 Juin dernier, a 7 heures du matin, nous 
fumes informes par Mr. Canaille yean de Lange, Seigneur 
de la Baronnle de Wyngaarden & Ruigbroei, Confeiller & 
Kchevin a&uel de la Ville de Gsude t en qualite de Com- 
mandant d'un Detachement de la Societe d'exercrce de la 
dite Ville, qui avoit etc place, quclques jours auparavant, 
a 1'Eciufe de GoejanvervieBt pour la garde de ce pofte, qu'au 
Village de Haefirecbt, fitue non loin de la de l'autre cote 
de la Riviere VTffel, il avoitct^ commande pour les 3 heures 
de l'apres-midi quclques Relais de Chevaux a 1'ufage d'un 
perfbnrtage illuftre, quidevoit y palter; ocque, cctte Nou- 
velle s'etant xepandue dans le Public, une partie des nabi- 
tans, qui s'etoient deja plus d'une fois rendus coupables de 
nrouvemens feditieux, fe preparolent a s'yrauemb'ler en 
foule vers ce tems-la. Enconfequence,dansl'intertitude 
fi e'etoit un fimple bruit ou bien une Nouvdle authen- 
tlque ; quelle etoit la Perfonne ou les Perfonnes, qui de- 
voient pauer par-la, &quel but on avcit en vue, nous nous 
crumes obliges de donner ordre au Commandant du De- 
tachement mentionne, ainfi qu'a un Detachement de Ca- 
valerie de 20 Homrries du Regiment du Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral Prince de Hejfe-Philififthal, en Garnifon 2.Weerdtn y 
A'y marcher (bus le Commandemcnt de 1'Enfeigne van 
Merle; 
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Marie; de prendre pofte a unc certaine Place appellee 
Bonrepas, St d'enjoindre a'ux Commandans de ces deux 
Detachemeris " de demander a'ux Perfonries, qui pafle- 
** roicnf par-la,' d'eu elks venaierit & euelles attaint; d'ar- 
" reter to'utes Perfonries, 1 dont l'arrfvee en cette Province 
" pourroit nuire a la tranquil! te publique, & de nous eti 
** donner avis fur le champ." Nous croyahf au dernier 
point refponfables a V. N. & Gr. Puifanees de" toiis teg 
£venemens, que nous pouvions prevoirj St que cependant 
nous n'aurions pas prevenus," nous penfames etre d'autant 
plus obliges a donner ces ordrcs, que de la part de ceux, 
qui pretendent etre Partifans de la Maifon d'ORANG*:,- 
mais qui dans le fond n'ont en vue qtie le fucces de tours 
vues particulieres, il a ete travaille dcpuis quelquesannees 
particulilrement dans ce tems-ci, a faire echouer par le 
dcteftable moyen dcs Emeutes populaires, auxquelles on a 
fait fervir, par un abus infigne, le nom St la couleur d'. 
Orange, les Reformes que V. N. St Gr. Puijfancei -ont 
faites dans le pouvoir Stadbauderien t comma dans Ieur 
propre Administration, d'apres le vccu St avec l'applau- 
diilement de la pVirtie la plus faine St la plus defint firefly 
des Bourgeoises les plus reipeftables de cette Province. 
Nous crumes devoir d'autant plus nous preter a donner dc 
tels ordre's, que perfonne ne pouvoit fcavoirce qu'il yavoir. 
de vrai dans le bruit repandu, ni quels projets il pouvoit 
couvrir, & que,' quoiqu'il put en arriver, V. N. St Gr. P. 
pouvoient toujours dans fa fuite donner tels ordres qu' 
Elles jugeroient neceflaires, pourvu que nous euffions Join, 
que les chafes reftaffent en leur entier. 

Vers les 6 heUres du foir nous apprimes a notre grands 
furprife, par un exprea envoyS au General- Major van Rjflil* 
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et ehargS d'ua Billet ouvert du Quart! er-Maitre-Generd 
Batimci, la Nouvelle, que S. A. R. Madame la Princeffe 
d'ORANGE, venantde Scheonhoven dans un Carofle, fuivi 
d'un autre Carofle & d'une Chaife de Pofle, avoit ete ar- 
retee, a la Digue pres de Haeftrtchty & qu'Elle deroandoit 
a fe rendre a l'Eclufe de GstjanvermiUe , en attendant n« 
intentions. A peine eumes news appris par le Billet du 
Quartier-Maitre-General i?«tf»a:i ce qui etoit arrive, que 
nous refolumes de nous tranfporter fans delai a 1'Eclufe du 
Goejanvtrwdie, foit pour nous informer des parti cultriteS 
de 1'afFaire fur le lieu meme, foit pour conferer de boueht 
avec S. A. R. fur ce qu'il y avoit a faire a. ce fujet, & pour 
concertec les arrangemens necefTaires. 

En confluence, environ un quart-d'heuxe apre* la re- 
ception de cette Nouvelle nous nous rendimes a l'Eclufe 
de Goejanvtrwelle en voiture, ^cortes d'un petacbemoit 
de 20 homines du meme Regiment de Hijji-Phili0btl 
(ainfi que nous 1'avons fait plufieurs fois avant it apres ce 
terns, lorfque cette efcorte etoit neceflaire.) Nous y trou- 
vailles a notre arrive? Mr. M. de Toulon, l'un do nos Col- 
legues, lequel, venant d'executec une Commiffion a Rttttr- 
dam Si paflant par Gsude, etoit arrive an meme endroitpeu 
avant nous. II nous informs, qu'a la Nouvelle du pai&ge 
d'un ou de plulieurs grands Perfonages, le Petit-Peuple 
s'etoit attroupe en foule dans & aupres de la Ville.de G«^» 
particulierement a l'Eclufe de Stolwyk & a la Digue de 
Hatjirecht. Immediate ment a notre arrivee nous finK* 
demander Audience a 5. A. R. par un Meflager-d'Etat, En 
attendant nous apprimes, que les meilleurs arrangement 
avoient ete pris, pour prevenir la preffe de la populace da 
cote de Goudt & a la Digue de Vljel, & que la Canoa, 

qui 
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qui y avoit deja ete conduit quelques jours auparavant 
pour la defenfe de ce Pofte, & qui avoit ete precedemment 
place pres de la Maifon, ou fe trouvoit alors S. A. Royalc, 
avoit aftuellement ete tranfportc a I'autre partie du Harneau 
du cote de Goudt. Enfuite le Meflager nous aiant fait 
rapport, que S. A. R. nous attendroit, nous nous foinmes 
rendus a la Maifon, ou Eile fe trouvoit, fuivis du Com- 
mandant de Lenge: Nous ne trouvames d'autres gene 
armes qu'uniquement deux Sentinelles devant la Porte. 
Etant entres nous donnames a connoitre a S. A. Royale, 
que nous trouvames feule, " qu'ayant eu avis de fon ar- 
** rivee & de I'empechement apporte a fa route ulterieure, 
" nous avions e"te furpris de cet evenement inopine, & 
" qu'en vertu des amples pouvoirs, qui nous avoient etc 
" confies, nous avions juge de notrc devoir de venir en 
" perfonne aupres de S. A. Royale, pour nous informer 
" du but, qu'Elle avoit dans un voyage fi inattendu, du- 
" quel nous penfions que V. N. Si Gr. P. n 'avoient aucune 
" connoiflance, & cela apres une fi longue ab fence, jufte- 
"inentdans un tems ou M. le Prince d'OftAKGX, fon 
«* Epoux, fe trouvoit au-dela A'Utrtckt a la tete d'un nom- 
" bre de Troupes de 1'Etat; ce qui avoit jette toutlc 
" Pays, fur-tout la Province de Holland* dans la crainte 
" d'une invasion, & avoit engage V. N. St Gr. P. a eta- 
«* blir une Commiffion pour la Defenfe de cette Province 
" & de la Ville d'Virecht ; Si qu'en confequence, fans nous 
" rendre refpon&bles de 1'evenement, nous ne pourrions 
" peroiettre, que S. A. R. f enetra plus avant dans la 
" Province, fans avoir recu a cet egard une Resolution. 
** prealable de V. N. Si Gr. Puiffhnces, que nous avions 
** demandee par uit Expres, expedie a la Hayi deja avant 
** notre depart de Wetrdtn." 

Son 
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Son Atrefle Royale ayant repondu, " que,' le Prince $ 
" Orakgs nc pouvant vcnir aduellement dans 1a Pro- 
" vince,EIIe avoit pris la refulution de s'y retidre dans de 
" bonnes vues -," nous infiftames avec empreflcment, pour 
fcavoir, queltcs etoient done Ies vues de S. A. Royale, & 
(i Elle etoit difpofee a co-operer au retablinement du repoS 
a des conditions equitabtes. Elle repondit a ces inftances" 
en termes g^neraux, dormant a entendre, '," que fet vues 
•* etoient bonnes j maisqueM. le Prince d'ORANGE avoit 
" e(Iuy£ beaueoup d'injuftices" II lui fut replique, " qu'il 
" etoit douloureux pour la Commiffion d'entendre de S: 
" A. Royale ce qu'elte venoit de dire ; q'u'on ne nouvoif 
M blaraer un Peuple libre de reclamer fes Droits legitimes ', 
" qu'on ne devoit jamais perdfe de vne,' qite tes Rcgens 
*' etoient etabiis pour avancer le falut du Peuple/ & que le 
" Peuple n'etoit nullement fait pour ne fervir qu'a 1'aggran- 
" diflement du potivoir des Regens." Son A. R. ayant 
dit fur cela, " que tels etoient auffi fes fentimens-, que 
« chacun avoit fes Droits; mais que ce n'etoit pas le lietf 
" de s'e.endre fur un tel fujet." nous reprefentames a S. A. 
Royale, " que, puifque nous n'ofions pas iailler S. A. R. 
" pourfuivre fon voyage dans la Province fans le confente- 
«* ment prealable de V. N. & Gr. PuiffaneeSy.il que S. A. 
" R. ne pouvoit cependant pafler la nuit dans cet endroi(, 
11 nous devions la prier de dire, oii il lui plairoit de fe ren- 
** dre,pour fairefejourdansl'intervalle." Sur cette priert 
S. A. R. donna a connoitre, **" qu'Elle vouloit after i 
M Gouie" a quoi notre Collegue de Toulon repliqua, " que, 
" fi cette refolution etoit prife, il s'y tranfporteroit d' 
" avance pour en dormer avis & y fairs preparerjles arrange- 
" mens neceflaires." Mais un inftant apres il demands 
aux autres Mcmbres de la Conwiiiffion de pouyoir les etf- 
tretenir 
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tretenir en particulier. Etant alors entres dans une autre 
Appartemerit, nous apprimes de notre Collegue fus-dit, 
" qu'il trouvoit des difficultes au fejour de S- A. R, A* 
« 6Wr ; qu'tl ' craignoit, que centre l'intention meme 
" de S. A. R. cc fejour ne donna occafion a des oiouve- 
" mens parmi la Populace, qui pourroient nuire air repos 
** deceits Ville & attirer auffi des defagremens a S. A. 
"Royale; qu'il ibumettoit a notre confide ration de pro- - 
"pbfe'r un autre fejour a S. A. R. foit a TVterden ou a '* 
" Scijoonhoven j Villes, qui n'etoient 1'un & 1'autre elbig- 
™ nees de 1'Eclufe de Goejanverwelk, que d'une grofle 
** heure de trajet en iroiture." Etant convenus, en con- 
fequence de ces obfervatinns, de diiTuader a S. A. R. te Se- 
jour de Ootids, nous nous rendimes de nouveau aupres d' 
Elle.' Nous y trouvames alors Mademoifelle de Waffenaer 
de Starrenbourgy le Comte de Randwyck, & le Baron de 
Benl'inck: Nous communiquames a S. A. R. ks embarras 
ou pourroient etre jettees la Ville de Geude ii. les Places 
roi fines, fi Elle perfiUoit dans fon dcfiein, & nos craintes 
qu'il n'en refulta des inconVenients, propofant finalement 
a S. A. R. de fe, rendre a Schocnhoven ou a Waerden, & lui 
ofFrant dansce dernier cas,le Chateau que nous occupions 
nous-memes, & que nous etions prets a evacuer, fi elle vou- 
loit y fixer en attendant fon fejour. D'abord S. A. R. 
par'ut ne vouloi'r pas croire, que nos difficultes fur fon fe- 
jour a Geude fufTent fondees, alleguaqf, que naus n'y aviens 
auparavant oppefe aucune difficult^ & declarant, que pour 
elle il n'y avolt rim a craindre. Mais nous Iui obfervames, 
" que nous venions de recevoir des informations ultetieures 
M dans une conference particuliere avec notre Collegue de 
a Tsvfon, & que nous nous aiTurions, que S. A.R. vou- 
" droit bieh donner une marque de fes bonnes intention*, 
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" en renoncant a ce projet, & en coneourant ainfi a con* 
" ferver h bon ordre & lit tranquility dans cette VJle-li 
" d'autant plus que nous ne pouvions pas plus garantir 
" S. A. R. que toutc autre Perfonne des exces d'une 
« Populace groffiere & feroce." Alors S. A. R.fc rendit 
enfin a notre priere, & annonca, " qu'EUe jie. voubit pan 
" aller a Watrtin mats a Scboonboven :" Cepepdant, sprei 
une iourte converfation avec te Comtc^fttfufayfi, £Ue 
dit, " qu'EUe pspferoit de fe rendre ijfferqam, qui eWifr 
** une Seigneurie du Prince d'ORANQi-" Nous ne nous; 
y'oppofkmes pas: Nous nous bornara.es,, a.luj repreftnteiy 
" qu'apres un voyage fi long & fatiguant, il feroit bien i 
M penible pour S. A R. de devoir aller. fi loioi" mais EUe 
per lift a dans fon fentiment. Le Baron de Bentinck fitea- 
fuite quelques difficulties, " fi S. A. R. pourroit fejoumer 
'* ou pafler avec furete a Seboonhaven y attendu que l'apres 
" midi, lorfqu'EUe avoit traverie la Vilfe, il ctoit venu du 
" mondc fur pie," fans cependant faire mention, qu'il J 
cut eu du defordre. Nous repondimes, que nous itimjt 
lien convaincu;, que ce cancours de Peufie dans la VtUt n'ermt 
tie accafionni que par Pafparitisn imprevue de S. A. Riijwij 
cue nous cfunt bten itre garants, qu'EUe n' avail aucun incw 
venient ay attendre. Nous offrimes en meroe terns de la 
faire accompagner jufqu'a Scbacnbovtri, & en paflant la 
Ville, par deux Membres de la Commiflion, ainii que pat 
un Dc-tachcment de Cavaleric, auffi nombreux & auffi petit, 
qu'EHelejugeroitaproposElle-metne: Ce que S.A. R. 
accepta apres quelque entretien. 

Apres avoir en confequence donne les ordres pour^aire 

lepafler la Riviere aux Voitures, tant a celle des deux 

Membres de la Commiflion, qui devoient accompagner S. 

A. Royale, 
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A. Royale, qu'i cclies de cette Priacenc et de fon Cortege, 
ainfi qu'au Detachemcnt de Ca valeric, nous nous rendimes 
une feconde fots dans un autre Appartement, ou lc Baron 
de Bmtinek nous parla de dormer un ordre par writ, pour 
qu'on laiflat pafler Madame la Princefie par Scbsonbovex: 
Mais Mr. de Bentinck abandonna cette idee fur la repre- 
sentation, " que cela etoit inutile, puisque. deux Membres 
" de U Commiffion s'etoient offerts a accompagner S. A. 
" Royale :" Kt a cette occafion nous temoigname) au dit 
Baron de Bentinck, '* combien nous etions faches, que cet 
accident futjuftement arrive aS. A, Royale; mais nous 
luicxpoCunes en mSme terns l'obligation,ou nous etions, 
d'attendrc a cet cgard !es ordres de Vtt Nabks te Grmdts 
Pidjpnut!." Surquoi lc Baron de Btitt'uui avoua ronde- 
mcutque nous n'aurimt pu agir autrement que nam tufa- 
vionsfait.— Tou t etant pre t pour la pourfuite du voyage, Sc 
deux Membres de la Commiffion ay ant pris les devants avec 
une partte de l'Efcorte, S. A. Royale fut conduite au Pon- 
ton par les deux autres Membres de la Commiffion &t par 
lc fus-dit Commandant de Lange, a travers un petit nom- 
tve de Bourgeois de la Millice de Gottde, ranges en deux 
hayes & prefentant tears armes ; & ils lui donnerent egale- 
ment la main au fortir du Ponton, fans qu'il y eut la aucun 
Homme annc, jufqu'a la Voiture, ou les deux Membres de 
la Commiffion & lc Commandant prirent conge de S. A, 
R. en lui foubaitant un heureux voyage. 

Son Altefle Royale s'etant ainfi remife en route avec 
vne parti is de fa Suite, tandis que les deux Membres de la 
Coran^ffion, avec le refte de l'Efcorte, 1'attendoient furle 
cbemin, tout ce Cortege arriva ainfi a la Porte de Schotn- 
hsvin t ou lc Baron de Bentinck vint joindre la Voiture des 
Membres 
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Mcmbresde la Commiffion, & leur cemmuoiqua, njucS. 

' A. Royale, tropfatigue© du voyage, avoit refolu de refer 
cette nutta S&wnbtven. S»r cetavis* fes Membra* «leJa 
Commtwon ofirtivnt de prendre les devanta, pourittlletfc 
concerteravcc leMagiftrat de la Vilte, afin de pMCONr tin 
lagement convcnable a S. A. R, & a.fa Suite. &?y eiant 
rend us en confeque nee, ils prircnt avec le MagiftratJes 
arrangemens neceflaires a cet effet & en donnerent enfuite 
Je plutot poffibte avis a S. A. Royale, i-qu'iis coadnifirent 
an Daejen (Logement public de la Villc}deftrne paariefe- 
jour de la Princefle: lis lanTerent le Detachernofit de X^a- 
valerie hors de la Vitle, quoiqu'il y foit cntre enfuite avec 
la permiffion du Magiftrat, tnais fans le feu ni 1'avetrdes 
deux Membres de la Commiffion,qui n? 1'eurent pas pitr. 
t6t appris, qti'ils donnerent fur le champ, a ce Detache- 
ment, l'ordre de quitter de nou veati la Vilte. (-'eft -4a que 
]es Membres de la.Commifiion fuieot remercub d'unena- 
mere amicale, par Madame la Princefle en Periunne, des 
egards, qu'ils avoient montres pour Elle ; it le Baron de 
Btntinck renew une feconde fois au nom de. la. PrlnccJac le 
meme temoignage de reconnqifTance a ce"s Membres de la 
Commiffion, apres qu'ils eurent pris conge de S. A. Roy- 
ale : II leur demanda en meme terns, que les deux Bour- 
geois amies, que le Magiftrat avoit places devant la Porte 
du DeeUn, recuuent ordre ou de fe retirer tout- a- fait, ou 
du moins derefterjicrsdela Maifon; ce quejes Membres 
de la Commiffion effectuerent fur le champ; quoique, 
lorfqu'iis in rent deja fortis de la Maifon, le Baron de 
Bcntmck eut dit aux Membres de la Commiffion, que, ft 
la Milice Bourgeoife defuoit fortement de faire IblGarde 

. devant la porte de la Maifon, S. A. R. nc vouloit pas s'y 

oppofer. Les Membres de la Commiffion, apr.es un court 

fejour 
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fejmir a la.Maifoa de Ton des Bows*"; mail; res en ioncfcon, 
s'en revtnjcnt ^fffacr-dm avee une pmie-d* .I'^/cijtt&.de 
..Cavajerie, ■ tandis que I'iWtre partic, apres s'etre repose 
quefqnc toms dam PAuWge hors de la villa, revHitj le 
lendetnaine Kt aiofiS. -A. R. s-'eft trouvec le- iexuictoaia 
• ipendaot toute -Ja.ije-iunp« a S^tHbrnitn^ fans aucgn «p r 
■pselwuicftt. ri »-. ■ . ~.„ 

■■■ Le iour ftiivjuit, vers le foir, ayant recu Toils main des 
informations particuliircs de la Refolution. provifoirede 
If.bf.&b'Gn. ftaffiituet, & ayam promis i S. A. R. de liri 

i- en donner oonnoiflance, auultot que nous en fcrions in- 
ftruits, nous avonseffe&ivement envoys one Lettre pour 
donner a S, A. R. avis de cette Nouvelle : Mais I'Expres, 
qui devoit porter la Lettre, ayant ere charge par nous 

' d'execater fon voyage, de maniere qu'il arrival non au 
millieu de la.nuk-, raais-le matin fur les y heures, ZSebwti- 
■hmeit, pour nc- pas interrompre par la leihire de cette Let- 
tie le repos/de S. A. Royale, trouva, qu'Elle en etoit deja 
partie ; he que nous ne pouvions preVoir, jgnorant-a&fo- 
lument le depart prochain de S. A. R. pour httrdam. Cet 
incident fut caufe, que S. A. R. ne recut pas la Lettre a 
Sehoanhavitty mais que probabJement die lui fut reoufe a 
Ltsrdam. _' > ■• 

Cell ainii que, dans cette eirconijance critique & deli- 
cate, nous avons cru, fans manquer a la deference -& a 
tous les egards poSibles pour la haute naiflance & le Sexc de 
S. A. Royale, avoir ftifisfait aux engagemens facres, 1 qui 
nofc etotent impofts, avec toute la difcretion, que per- 
mettoit un evenement auffi inattendu : Et par- consequent 
V, N. &i Gr. Puiffances jugeront aifement de notre fur- 

prife, 
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prife, lorfque nous avons appris, que S. A. R. qui, dans lee 
Lettres fee rites le raerat foir, Cant au Confeiller Penfionnaire 
«ju*a M. le Greffier Fegel, ne s'etoit plainte d'aucun man- 
que injurieux envers fa Pcrfonne, en avoit tire offenfe ; it 
<jue eet evencment fi fimple, qui, d'apres les circonflances 
a£luelies, ttoit une fuite necefVaire des obligations, qui 
nOus etoient impofe.es, au point qu'on auroit pu nous 
reprocher une conduite differente cotnme une negligence 
de notre devoir, femble avoir donne occasion au mecon- 
tentement d'un des plus grands Monarques de ['Europe, 
qui coanoit II a fond les Droits de chaque Souverain fur 
fon propre Territoire. 

Mais nous laiflbns avec confiance a la fagefle & a la 
penetration de V. N. & Gr. Puiffancss de concerter les 
inoyens les plus convenables, pour faire apprecier cette 
affaire a fa jufte valeur, lorfque V. N. & Gr. Puijptncts le 
jugeront neceflaire : Et nous nous eftimerons heureux, fi 
le fus'dlt Rapport detaille peut fatisfaire au but de V. N. 
& Gr. Puijpmccs, & ft dans une circonftance auffi difficile 
nous avons par notre conduite donne des preuvcs, que nous 
avons feu allier notre amour pour la Patrie & l'accom- 
pliilement de nos devoirs avec cette referve it cette cir- 
confpe&ion, que nous devions a la premiere Citoyenne de 
notre Republique & a la Maifon Royalc, dont Ellc eft 
ifllte. — Surquoi, nous rccommandons V, N. it Gr, Putf- 
jamei a la protection de Dieu. 

(Signt) COSTERUS, Secretaire. 

Ec n't a JVaerden, 
/e.28 A<sut 1787. 
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No. XX. 

Avis des N. & P. Seigneurs du Corps Equeftrc 
& de la Noblcflc de Hollands, fait a l'Af- 
fembiee de L. N. & G. P. Jeudi, le 23 Aout 
1787, fur le dernier Memoire de M. de Thu- 
lemeyer, En voye -Extraordinaire de S, M. 
le Roi de Prusse. 

J_/ES Scigneors de l'Ordre Equeftre & les Nobles, ay ant 
deji manifefte leurs idees, dans leurs avis inieres dans les 
Regitresdu 7 Si du 10 JuilleC, pouvoient fe contenter 
aftuellement de les repeter, & reiterer leur proteftatioa 
d'innocence touchant tons ccs defaftres dont l'infbrtunee 
patrie, tc cette partie des bons habitans de la Hollande 
qui, abules par des illufions trorapeufes, ie hatent a pas 
precipitea vers leur ruine & celle de leur famille, n'eft 
prefentemenf plus menaces, mais bientot accablee : mais 
les Seigneurs de l'Ordre Equeftre fe trouvent contraints par 
leurs conferences — pour fatisfaire a leurs devoirs les plus 
{acres, qu'ils ont jures au bien-etre des habitans de la 
Hollandc ; par la part defintereflee qu'ils proteftent de 
prendre a ctouffer les malheureufes diffeiitions ; an retabliffe- 
ment du Concorde & du repos, & a tous les evenemena qui 
en pourroient refill ter ; ou a detournerles fuites qu'ils pre- 
valent, & qu'ils ont predites, Se qui ne fe trouvent. a leur 
grand regret, que trop verifier j de reprefenter encore une 
fois de la maniere la plus affeftueufe aV. N. & G, P. Ic 
vrai tableau des circonftances infortunees ou fe voit notre 
patrie ; cette province jadis benite & li floriflante, St ft 
repucee, l'objet de 1 'admiration & Ibuvent de (*cavie meme 
'' . E - de 
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it unites les nations connucs ; — qui fouillant maintenant 
dans fes propres entrails, fe voit par un difcord qui detruit 
taut, & par des pafEons effrenees, fur le penchant des de- 
faftrcs irreparables ; d'une mine inevitable & en tie re de tool 
les habitans, qui en eft inseparable. 

Lorfqae les Seignenrs de 1'Ordre Equeftre proposereat 
lenr avis, le 7 Jaillet, a cette illuftre Aflemblee, ilsjngerent 
dans la fituation des affaires d'alors de faire aflez, en effleu- 
rant fenlement les fbndemens qui 1'ont motive ; ils fe 
flattoient que l'ceil penetrant desMembres.de 1 'illuftre 
Aflemblee de V. N. 8c G. P. donneroient fans donte a ccs 
fbndemens effleures cette etendue dont ils etoicnt & daire- 
tnent lufceptibles. ' 

Lots me me que le is Juillet on delibera fur le Me moire 
de M. de Thulemeyer, 1'Ordre Equeftre a fait les inftances 
les plus pretfantes, en inherant leur avis du 7 Juillet, de 
faire les reflexions les plus ferieufes, touchant la neceflite 
abfolue de moyenner au plus tot des moyens conciliatoires 
propres a prevenir les fuites que 1'Ordre Equeftre cniignoit, 
Sc qu'il avoit donne ouvertcment a entendre. 

L'Ordre Equeftre n'a pu cependant avoir la fatisfaftioB 
de voir couronnes fes avis motives, ou fes proportions con- 
ciliatoires bien intention nees, par quelque influence for la 
pluralite desMcmbresj mais au contraire a du entendre le 
14 Juillet, & voir porter a conclufion par la pluralite, one 
reponfe au Memoire connu de l'Envoye du Roi, qui panic 
a 1'Ordre Equeftre de nature a ne pouvoir en attendre on 
efperer aucun bon effet. Et cet efiet fe trouve aftuellemeat 
tel dans le Memoire ulterieur de la Cour de Berlin. L'ex- 
perience demon tre a&uellemenc le fbndement des pre- 
voyanccs fur lequel le premier avis de 1'Ordre Equeftre 
a tie pole— main tenant le peril eft monte au plus haat 
point ! 
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point ! maintenant le danger menacant angmetite a chaqua 
inftant ; & I'on ne fauroit aflez apprecier ces inftans, fi l'ou 
vein encore mettre en asuvre les moyens pour prevenir 
nne fituation abfolument fans reflource. 

Le Corps Equeitre croit, que le termejani resource, dent , 
il marque cette fiivatkn, n'eft pas crop expreffii, mail 
fqnde a tons egards fur des vcrites fans replique. II eft 
pret a farrifier fon bien U Kin fang pour alte liberie , 
pour le maintien de cttte cdnftitution , que nos ancetres 
ont connue, Se qu'ils ont acqiiife& fondee par des rnuTeaux, 
de fang. 

Mais le Corps Equeftre ne concourra jamais a rendr* 
les habitans de la Hollands les viftimes d'a&ions fi incon- 
fiderees, qui violent injuftement en elles-memes le droit 
de la nature, & celui des gens — qui detruifent la liberie, 
le qni provoquent la vengeance de ceux que I'on a ne* 
ceffites, par des trajtemens teraeraires, de les exeeuter par 
le moyen des armes. Et quels font, belas ! les moyens 
de defenfe qni peuvent etre mis en ceuyre dans ces cir- 
conftances inibrtunees, pour appaifer un peuple que I'on 
eft oblige, non-feulement de preferver de dangers evidens, 
mais aulE de mettre a convert des dangers menacans ? 

/rouvera-t-on ces moyens dans la concorde, jadis l'ap- 
inebranlable de notre pouvoir ? Kile a difparu ; & fon 
retabliJTement fi defire, ne peut avoir lieu que par le 
fecours du Tout-Puiflant. 

Ces moyens fe trouveront-ils dans la puifTance de 1'Etat 
de finance de la Hollands, ce nerf de l'Etat, par lequel 
toutes les expeditions militaires doivent fecondiiire Be s'exe- 

cuter ? Qni d'entre les Membres de V. N. & G. P. 

de ces Membres compofant le corps des Regences des 
villet 
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villes refpecJives, en ignorent pins ou moins la fituation 
deplorable ? En faut-il d'aucre prcuve ? L'on n'a qu'a 
jeter l'ceil fur la demiere negociation de j millions, faite 
par la Hollands;— Ton n'a qu'a fupputer la perte enorme 
de zi pour cent, & cette negociation coute 16 cents mille 
florins au pays j— l'on n'a qu'a confiderer les prix aftuels des 
obligations , la diminution importante de la valeur des 
effets, — des depenfes euormes qui ont lieu arbitrairement 
dans un pays regie, dans un pays devenu puiffant par 1 'eco- 
nomic, & executees par une commiffion qui elt pourvue 
d'un pouvoir plus que dictatorial, & qui a une difpo- 
fition libre, irrefponfable, & fans bornes, fur la cailTe da 
pays j qui en* fait ufage de la maniere la plus inconflitu- 
tionnelle qu'il fe puifle imaginer, & abfolument fans exem- 
ple, a fa volonte & a des fins proposes par elie feule, & 
dont la plupart du terns le Souverain mime n'a pas la moin- 
dre connoiiTance, que lorfqu'elle juge a propos de demander 
des refolutions approbatives, dont l'dprit dominant lot 
allure fuffifamment l'acquifition. 

Stl s'agit de rendre hommage a la veritc ; s'il s'agit 
de parler fans detour, & avec la franchife d'un anckn Ba- 
tave, le Corps Equellre nedott pasdiflimuler a V. N. & G. 
P. ..qu'il eft initruit que les depenfes de cette commiffion, ou 
les ordonnances qui lui ont etc accordees, a fa requifition, 
omportoient deja durant les premieres femaines de fa nomi- 
nation, environ une fomme de 600,000 florins. 



S'il en ell ami:, le Corps Equellre n'a pas befoin de faire 
des reflexions a cet egard ; dies s'offrent d'elles-memes, & 
donnent un champ libre a la comparaifon de 1'ancienne in- 
duftriedes Hollandois, dans lemaniement deleurs finances, 
a la profuiion dereglee qui regne aeluellement fi effre- 
aement. 

Le 
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Le Corpi Rguefrre fe flatce encore que ces avis & trouvcrrt 
fans fondemeiitj & que les Confeillers Com mites ayant la 
meilleme connoiffaace <te l'etat des finances, pourront de- 

. darer en conicience ces bruits comme non fondes. 



Les moyens de defeufe fe chercheront & fe trouveront-ils 
'encore dans l'avancement du commerce, & les reflburces 
cju'il offre 1 

A 1'erect.ion de cette Republique, & durant plufieurs 
epoques incertaines de foil existence, 1'on vit plus d'une fois 
1'ennemi dans le pays, 8c 1'on en eprouva les defaftres: 
cepeudant le commerce conferva du moins une par tie de fon 
cours ; le pavilion Hollandois, tan tot plus, tantot moins 
protegee, fe prefentoit, & apportoit des richefles qui met- 
toient les habitans a meme de payer les taxes chargeans 
que la confervation du pays exigeoit.— La puiflante ville 
d'Amfterdam foutint la republique ; fa bourfe puiflante la 
rendoit maitreffe du commerce de l'umvers, meme durant 
les terns facheux, k repandoit par un norabre infini de pe- 
tites veines, qui fortoient toutes de cette riche fource Sc 
qu'elle favoit nourrir, une profperite qui rendoit Ion pouvoir 
intrinseque indiflbluble, & qui lui a fait foutenir les plua 
grands affauts. 

Mais prefentement, helas ! {1 cette riche fource n'eft pas 
entierement tarie, elle fe trouve au moins dans on etat de- 
plorable. Ici les paroles manquent ! Le Corps Equenre 
s'eiFraie' a la vue de fa fituation, qu'on ne fauroit nier ! 
Et que n'a-t-on pas a craindre encore ? Un inflant ne 
peut-il pas determiner la cloture des rivieres, le long def- 
quelles le commerce de cette province fe fait encore avec 
qnelque avantage ? Peut-on s'areugler fur le dommage 
que cela portetoit aux principales villes de la Hollande .'— 
Les habitans de Dort ne fouffriroient-ils pas extremement, 

par 
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par Vohfadc. apporte an commerce en bois ? Leshabitansde 
Schiedam, ne fe trouveroient-ils pas empecbes dans le com- 
merce des charixms, qu'on envoie le long de la Rhone ? La 
villc d'Amfterdam, dc devroit-elle pas fe paffer da com- 
merce par les navires venant da Haut Rhln ? Et combien 
grand alors feroit le nombre de ceux qui troavent leur fub- 
Jiffance dans ce commerce, & qui en feroient prives ? Nous- 
tirons la toile for ce tableau hideux, le cceur ferre del 
fuites fatales qui s'elevent a ce fujet de tontes parts, 

Enfia ccs moycns de defenfe les cherchera, les trouvera- 
t on dans le fecours de nos confederes, on dans celui dei 
Puiflances etrangeres? 

La reponfe a cette demande & l'expofition des dif- 
ferent objets, qu'il faut confiderer fous cant de points de 
vues diflerens, eft d'uue nature £ delicate, & en meme , 
terns U embarraffante, que le Corps Equeftre craint de s'expri- 
mer a cet egard. Pour cet effet il faudroic une connoiflance 
fondee du fyfteme politique de cette partie de notre globe ; 
il faudroit pour cela epierles myfteres des Cabinets, & les 
decouvrir autant qu'il feroit pofiible ; cela exigc des com- 
binaifons ; 8c il taut de la prevoyance a cet egard, que la 
prudence interdit de deployer, & de coufier au papier !— 
Le Corps Equeftre s'en rapportc a la fageffe des Membres, 
qui oe peuvent que trap apprecier la titration afluefle de 
1 'Union, & qui peuvent epier de meme celui des Monarques 
qui nous environnent, ic qui ne conliderent pas d'un rail 
indifferent cette Republique ; n'ayant pas befoin pour cela 
d'cclairciiTement de la part du Corps Equeftre, qui pro- 
tefte de n'avoir pas la moindre penlee que leurs Co-mcm- 
bres de cette Aflemblee aient befoin de la moindre elu- 
cidation fur cette matiere importante de leur part, une idea 
fans doutc qui poonoit etrc taxcc de tcmerite. 

Apm 
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Apres des reflexions mires & motlerees touchant ce qui a 
jte dit, le Corps Equeftre fe trouve oblige de rappelei 
encore leur avis propofe le 10 Juillet, & d'infifter con- - 
venablement aupres de V. N. & G. P. de mettre d'abord 
en ceuvre les moyens eonciliatoires ; fans deroger a la 
dignire fouveraine de V. N. & G. P. fans fubir quo! que ce 
loir, d'humiliant, de ne pas faire cooperer cet ardent mal- 
neureux, a 1' augmentation des trifles ch con fiances ou cetW 
Republiquefc trouve indifputablement, 

Le Corps Hqueflre renouvelle done fes inftances, Sc rap- 
pelle fon avis prealable.' II offre franchement d'y con- 
courir, & donnera dans routes les oceafions Sc a tous egards 
des preaves qu'il ne prend rien plus a cceur , & qu'il 
ne fouhaite rien de plus ardemment, que de travailler 
de concert avec tous les Membres au bien-etre reel de 
la province! afadefenfe! en un.mot, au re"tabliiTement 
de fon repos , de Ton bonheur, Sc de .fa profperite 1 — le 
iacjificra pour cela Tans cefle fon bicn & fon fang. 

Telles font, N. G. & P. Seigneurs, les intentions finceres, 
uniques, & veritables, du Corps EqueAre. — II en fait la 
proteftation la pins folemnelle, dans la ferae perfuafion 
qu'il doit cefte proteftation & I'expofition franche de tous 
fes fehtimens, contenus dans cet avis, plus etendu que de 
coutume, a fes devoirs envers le Tout-Puiflant, envers lit 
conscience, envers fon ferment, envers tous les habitans de 
la Hollande, Sc ennn a cette illullre Alfemblee meme— 
dont les deliberations & les avis doivent etre regies par 
l&verite, \&fra/tcbife, & la pirfuafion. Nous devons encore 
ajouter ici, N. G. & P. S. que e'eft lafeconde fois que le 
Corps Equeftre a etc oblige, dans un court efpace de terns, 
de propofer des avis aafli detailles a cette Uluflre AfTemblee. 
Les objets en etaicnt de la dcrniere importance, Sc em- 
portent 
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portent que le Corps Equeftre a pa derelopper fis fin- 
fmtimins gineraux dans hi affairts palitiqutt, unt foil pout 

tomes. 

II l'a fait fans dilute, quoiqu'il n'ignore pis le jugc- 
tnent qu'en pone un fyfleme contraire, n'ignorant pas non 
plus les menaces extremes que les bruits publics leur an- 
noncent. Si elles fe yerifient ; £ nous devons fubir le bit 
ilcs Freres de Dort, nous fommes allures pardevers nous- 
Kieraes que nous pourrons nous eerier avec eux : 



Jujium, £if ttnactm propafiti viritt. 
Non tivitlM ardor frana jubsntiui 
Non -vultus injlontis tyranni 
Mente qualitfdsdd ; . . . . 



Si/reiius illabatur oriis , 
Impavidumferient ruina. 

, Et prenant alors (bin de rendre l'ame far le lit d'hcraneur, 
nous ne rcclaffierons point, en rendant le dernier foupir, li 
vengeance d'un Etre tout-puiflant ; mais nous nous appro- 
prions cecte tendre ptiere : Seigneurs, pardonne ! ils ne favent 
Fas ce qu'ils font. 
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No. XXII. 



Memoike prcfente k L. N. & G. P. lcs Seigneurs 
Etats de Hollands & de West-Frise, par 
M. le Baron de Thulemeyer, Envoye--' 
Extraordinaire de S.M. le Roi de Prusse. 

Nobles, Grands, & Puissans Seigneuks, 

.L/E Roi n'a pa apprendre qu'avec one forte fenfibilite" 
l'attentat commis pres de Schooohoven contre la perfonne 
de Ion augulte Sceur, que les vats les plus falutaires con- 
duifoient a la Haye. S. A. R. retardee dans fa route, s'efl 
vue entonree de gardes ; & des gens armcs ont nieme etc 
places dans fon appartement, C'efl par ordre expres de 
S. M. PraJfititHt, que le foufiigne, fon Envoye-Extraor- 
dinaire, a l'honneur de s'adrefler i V.N. &s G. P. pour 
infifter de la raaniere la plus preflante & la plus forte fur 
Hue fatisfafiion edatante de cette injure, & fur la pun it ion 
de ceux qui I'ont commife. II s'emprefTera a inftruire le 
Jloi, fon maitre, de 1'imprelSon que les reprefentations de 
fan Miniftre aurotit produice fur I'Affemblee Souveraine de 
la Hollande. S. M. jugera, par le refultat lies deliberation! 
de V. N. & G. P.* a cet egard, du prix auquel elles evaluenc 
fori ami tic & fa bienveillance. 

4 la Haye, It 10 JuiUtt 1787. 
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No. XXIII. 

Reponse de L-. N. & G. P. les Seigneurs fetats de , 
Holland! & de West-Prise, aM.leBaron 
de Thulemeyer, Envoys-Extraordinaire dc 
S.M. le Roi de Prusse. 

4 la Hajt, It 14 Juilltt 17B7. 

V^E L.N. & G.P. ont trop des egards pour S. M. 
le Roi de Prufft & pour Ton illultre Maifon, pour pouvolr 
fouffnr qu'il fut comrais dans ce pays quelque attentat 
(expreffion dont s'eft fervi le fusdit Envoye) contre Madame 
la Prince/ft d'Orangi, fteur de S.M. Qu'auffi, L.N. & 
G. P. ne fauroiem douter que S, M. le Roi de Prufft nc 
Teuille avoir pour L. N. & G. P. les egards que les Puif- 
fances Souveraines fe doivent les uncs aux autres : qu'ainfi 
L, N. & G. P. ne peuvent pas attendre de la facon de 
penfer de S. M. que le Roi confideroit comme des attentat* 
contre la perfonne de S. A. R. les mefures de L. N, & G. P. 
qui, en qualite de feul & unique Souverain de cette pro- 
vince, ont cni devoir les prendre ; mefures, d'ailleurs, qui 
ne tendoient qu'a la conferyation de la tranquillite publique, 
a la furete des habitans, & au bien-etre de l'Etat ; & ceU 
uniquement parce que S. A. R. s'eft trouvee impliquee dans 
les mefures prifes a ce fujet. Que L. N. & G. P. auroient 
defire que S. M. cut ete exa&emcnt informee, avant tout, 
des circqnllances qui ont eu lieu dans ce cas fingulier, par 
nnrecit fiddle de ce qui s'y eft pafle; L.N. & G.P. ont 
Taifon de ne pas douter qu'abrs le memoire de M. 1 'Envoye 
Thulemeyer n'auroit pas ete remis comme il I'a ete : que 
cependant, L.N. & G. P. ne faurbient attendre de l'ele- 
varion des ftntimens de S. M. le Roi de PruJJi, que ce 
Monarcjnc 
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Monarque voulut exiger que S. A. R. Madame la Piinceffi* 
d'Orangi filt fuperieure au Souverain mime de cette pro- 
vince, &, fur ce fondement, que S. M. voulut auffi confi* 
dcrer comme un attentat, ou comme une injure faite a la 
perfonne de Madame fa Sceur, tous les empechemens qu'elle 

5 pu rencontrer dan« fon voyage pour fe reudre a la Haye, 
voyage contraire aox interets de l'Etat. 

Que cependant L. N. Sc G. P. , pour donner une preuve 

eclat ante du piix qu'elles mettent a 1'amitie & a la bien- 
veillance de S.M,, ne font aucune dlfficulte de declarer 
de leur c6te, que quant a cc qui regarde le rait meme, 
elles en ont etc vivement touchees, Sc qu'elles ne dcfiroieut 
Hen avec plus d'ardeur, que d'avolr eu les moyens de le 
prevenir; qu'il eft plus que vraifemblable qu'efTeftivemenc 
cet accident aaroit ete prevenu, £ S.A.R., au lien de 
partir a l'improvifte, apres une abfence d'envirou deux ana, 
pour rentrer Air le territoire de cette province, eut prevenu 
d'une maniere convenable L. N. Sc G. P. du defir qu'elle 
avoit de venir dans la Maifon du Boia (prh di la Haye), 

6 des motifs qui 1'y conduifoient, — puifque, de cette fa9on, 
non-4eulement L. N. & G. P. auroient ete dans la poffibilite 
de juger d'avance du fondement de ce defir, Sc des motifs 
de S, A.R., mais que meme elles auroient pu faire part . 
a Madame la PrinceiTe des confederations que ce voyage 
devoit naturellement leur fuggerer : que meme alors L.N. 

Sc G. P. auroient pu, Sc auroient du, faire relTouvenir 
Madame la PrincctTe de la maniere que le Prince Stadbwdtr 
quitta, avec toute fa famille, cetce province, au mois de 
Septembre 1785. 

. Le mecontentement du Prince centre le Souverain de 
la province de Hollande, montre clairement, Sc * plulieurs 
reptiles, rapproche d'une foule dc demarches vifiblement 
Hndantei 1 faire fentir a cette province les fuices Sc fruits 
Fa dt 
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de ce mecontentement, & t'emploi meme dc toutcs 1m 
forces de la Republiqoc qui etoient (bus fa main, dirige a 
cette fin ; le contenu de ce declaratoire, qui a fait tant 
de bruit, & donne par le fusdit Prince, le 26 Mai dernier,— 
memoire oii l'on perd abfolutnent de vue tome* les idee) 
d'une reconnoiflauce effective de I'independance entiere da 
la fouverainete de cette Republique, d'ou il eft refulte 
inalheureul'ement que toutes les relation! entre L. N. ft 
G. P. & le Stadhauder actuel, font deveuues tres-incertainei 
& tres-iudecifes ; & enfin la divilion extreme qui* regnc 
dans les fencimens de la nation, dont la plus considerable 
& la plus refpeclable portion, en reclamant fes libertcs, 
eft extraoidinaiiement pre venue centre le Stadhoudtr, en 
voyant clairement le but auquel il tend,-— pendant qu'twc 
autre partie, nourriffant des tentimen* oppofes, & que la 
populace trompee & fans jugement, comprife dans cette 
feconde porcion, a deja abule de la maniere la plus fcan- 
daleufe, en plufieurs endrcits, du nom A'Orange, qu'elle 
en fait meme uh cri de revolte , pour ainfi ouvrir la 
fcene la plus affreafe de fedition Sc dc dellruction ; que 
tout cela meritant les plus ferieufes confiderations, auroit 
pu etre remis fous let yeux de S. A. R. com me pouvam 
beaucoup influer fur )a Iranquillite dc cette province : que 
de plus, par rapport an deflein & au motif da voyage de 
Madame la Princeffe d' Orange, on auroit pa aiifli lui 
reprefenter, qu'aucant que fon arrivee ici pouvoit avoir 
pour objet de faire difparoltre, foit par fon entremile, foil 
en entsmant des conferences avec le Soaverain, tons let 
di&erens & les dilTentions qui fe lout elevees dans 1'Etat ; 
que ce but, quelque louable Be quelque eftimable qu'il foit 
en lui-meme, confidere dans fon principe general, n'auroit 
jamais produit cependant le fruit qu'on s'en etoit promts, 
vu le manque d' impartiality neceffaire ; impartial] re , 
fju'apres tout ce qui eft arrive, la nation ne pourroit pas 
fuppofer dans Madame la Princcuc ; impsurtialite ncanmoim 

qui 
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qui eft la premiere qualite requife dans une mediatrice^ 
pulfijue Ics conferences qu'on avoit en vue d'entamef 
n'auroient an moins pa avoir lieu, anffi long-tems que le 
Stadhouder, comme. principale perfonne, auroit perfever* 
opiniatrement dans fa facon de penfer>& d'agir conmic, 
eontre le Souverain de cette province ; fuppofe toutefois, - 
que les termes de mediation, & antresdont on s'eft fervi, 
puiQenC etre employes dans un fens propre, entre le Stad-' 
Louder & Ion Souverain, ou la perfonne qui l'auroit repre- 
fente. Que confequerament I" N. & G. P. n'auroient 
pu s'empecher de conclure de toutes ces confideration), 
les chofes etant ainfi, que, d'un cote, il auroit etc impoffibie 
que 1'arrivee de Madame la Princeffe dans cette province 
cut contribue aux deffeins pacifiques qu'elle dit avoir 
eus; que d'un autre cote, le but de fa venue ayant mal- 
heureufement ete trompe, ce voyage meme devoit etre 
differe encore poor quel que terns, pour contribuer au 
repos & a la tranquillitc de cette province, qui eroir. fans 
doute 1c but que S. A. R. propofoit , en venant a la 
juaifon du Bois. Ce retard etoit indifpenfable pour eviter 
les nouvellcs agitations que I'arrivee de S. A. R. auroit 
infailliblement caulees dans les efprits, dont la fa con de' 
penfer eit fi differente : que par 1'dccafion qu'elle auroit 
doonee a une populace emportee , cette populace, fous 
les apparences de fe livrer a une joie publique, dans 1'idee 
faufle de s'acqnitter par - la de fes devoirs envers la 
Maifon i'Oraegt & de lui iaire honneur , auroit lactic 
la bride aux defirs qu'on nourrit & qu'on excite parmt 
-die, 6c fe feroit livree a la (edition & au defordre de 
toute efpece, au grand prejudice du pays & des citoyena 
qui l'habitent : l'experience matheureufe de ce qui eft 
arrive dans plus d'une province le meme jour qu'on 
croyoit Madame la Princeffe arrivee a la Haye, les ledttions 
affruafes, les pillages, & les cruautes aaxquelles on s'y 
•ft livre precilement ce meme jour, ne confirment mal- 
heureufement 
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keureufcment que nop, les confiderations que" nous vrnens 
d'indiquer fur les fuites infaillibles qu'auroiteues l'arrivee ds 
Madame la Princeffe a la malfon du Bois. 

Que L. N. & G. P. penfent, que ces reflexions ap- 
pnyees par des inftances relies que l'iinportance de la 
chofe les exigeoient, miles fous les yeux de S. A. R. 
1'aurotent convaincue de la oonvenance & de la neceffite 
dc differer ce voyage ; que par-la Madame la Princeffe 
aoroit compris 1'importance pour die; de travailler de 
concert avec L. N. & G. P. au bien-etre du pays, & a y 
letablir la tranquillite Be le bon ordre ; & que de plus 
elle auroit empeche que ion but louable & pacifique n'eut 
precifement tourne contre fon intention, au detriment de 
la chore publique, en Ic faifant fervir elle-meme de pre- 
texte au tumulte & au pillage, qui auroient ete les fuites 
infaillibles de fon arrive* dans la province : L. N. & G. P. 
penfent avec d'autant plus de confiance, que ces reflexions 
auroient fait une vive impreffion, qu'elles veulent bien 
fe perfuader que S. A. R. auroit etc redlemeht difpofee 
a prouver par des effets, les fentimens ellimables qu'elle 
a declare avoir pour le bien de 1'Etar, 

Que cependant l'arrivee imprevue de S. A. R. que 
certainement qui que ce foit, connoilfant l'etat des chofes, 
n 'auroit pu prevoir, ayant 6te toute occafion a L. N. St 
G. P. de faire part de leurs fusdites confiderations a Mad. 
la Princeffe, doit etre coniiJeree comme 1 'unique caufe 
de 1 'accident qui fait le fujet du memcire de M. PEnvoye. 
Extraordinaire; accident auqael L. N. St G. P. ont etc 
certainement auffi fenfiblea, que S. M. le Roi de Pnfi a 
pu 1'etre lui-meme. 

Que neanmoius, pour ce qui regards cette arrives, a 

laquelle peribnne ne devoit I'attendre, le attendu que 

h. N. 
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L. N. Se G. P. par cette raifon, I'ignorant eux-memet, 
nc pouvoient donner aocuns ordrfes quelconques qui y 
fuffcut relatifs, l'empechement qui a ete apporte a la 
continuation du fusdit voyage de S. A. R, ne doit paroitre 
etrange a qui que ce. foit, puifque, comrae L. N. & G. P. 
en ont ete infbrmees dans la iuite, MM. leurs Deputes, 
charges des moyens de defenfe de cette province, & aux- 
quels il avoit ete parti cnlierement enjoint (fecarter toot ce 
qui pouvoit etre prejudiciable a cette province, en vertu de 
leur obligation a cet egard, avoient donne un ordre general 
d'arreter toute perfonne qaelconque qni voudroit entrer dans 
la province, fans aucune exception, & dont la prefence 
pourroit etre nuifible a la tranquiilitc pubKque, dela retenic 
jufqu'a ce que MM. les fusdits Deputes auroient donne des 
ordres ulterieurs a ce fujet : qu'en consequence de cet ordre 
general, qui a ete donne fans penfer ablblument d'un voyage 
que Madame la Princeffe pourroit faire dans cette province, 
S. A. R. a ete effeciivement retenue : il ne pent done pas 
paroitre aucunement etrange, que les fusdits Deputes, ayant 
ete prpmptement informes du fait, aient fait difficulte de 
permettre que Madame la PrincetTe pourfuivit fon voyage, 
Se qu'avant tout, Lis aient voulu connoitre I'intention de 
Leurs Hauts -Commettans, qui devoit leur etre parfaitement 
inconnue poorce cas particulier Se imprevu ; fur-tout MM. 
les Deputes, auxqueh l'etat des chofes etoient parfaitement 
connu, & qui deja n'ignoroient pas les mouvemens que le 
voyage de Madame la Princeffe avoit occafionnes, pouvoient 
facilement prevoir combien cette venue donneroit occafioa 
aux troubles & aux depredations, dont il a ete parle~plus 
haut; & qu'ainfi, confiderant qoe le fecret foigneufement 
garde fur ce voyage, & la maniere cachee dont il avoit e"te 
entrepris, en rendoit les eifets poffibles d'autant plus dan- 
gereux du moms pour L. N. & G. P. l'on ne peut pas dire 
qu'ils aient outre-pafle les bornes d'nne prudence neceflaire, 
lorfque, craigna.it de prendre pour leur complc les fuites 
dangercufrs 
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rfangereufes qui etoient plus que probables, i!s ont per- 
foade a S, A. R. de fufpendre fon voyage, jufqu'a ee 
qu'ils euffent recu lea ordres de L. N. k G. P. & qu'on 

cut le terns 'de prendre les mefures pour la confer? attort d* 
repos public. 

Que tout ce qui a ep lieu dans cette rencontre, poor 
ftUtant que L. N. & G. P. en font informers, s'eft paQe 
d'uae maniere tres-decentc ; de forte que quelques-uns del 
Meffieurs les Cornmifliircs fusdits ont meiae accompagne 
S. A. R. a fa propre requifition, & pour la fame de fa per- 
fonne, avec nne efcorte de cavaliers jufqu'a Schoonhoven : 
gu'arrivee en cette ville, Sc y etant refiee un peu plus d'un 
jour , S. A. R. a juge a propos , apres avoir appris let 
deliberations provilionnelles de L. N. 8c G. P. fur cette 
affaire , de retourner a Nimegue t deflein a I 'execution 
duquel die u'a cprouve ancune apportion quelconque ) 
preuve evident qu'on ne lui a <i;e rien de fa liberie, tandis 
que de plus, il n'eil parvenu, ni par les lettres de S. A. R. 
ni d'ailleurs, aucunes plaintes a L. N. &.G. P. foi; aufujet 
de la conduite tenue par MM. les Commiffaires fusdits 
covers S, A. R. dans cette rencontre, foit fur tel autre fait 
quelconque, qui eut feulement l'ombre d'un traitement 
indecent -on- injurieux, ou d'un manque d'egards conve* 
rabies pour fon illuftre perfonne ; au fujet de quoi L. N, 
It G. P. pourroieut fe croire en quelque facon autorilees 
ou en droit de decerner quelque peine ou correction 
envers MM. les Commiffaircs fusdits, dont la demarche 
a prevenu plus que probablemcnt un tumulte popai 
laire. 

Que L. N. 8c G. P. s'affurent avec raifbn, que S. M. 

Truffienni, apres avoir rcfu ces details, voudra bien ft 

convaincre, qu'elle n'avoit, pas etc in form ee auparavant, 

avec 1 'impartial! tc requite, conceroant le fait mentionne 

dan* 
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Wans le memoire de M. PEnvoye- Extraordinaire de 
Thulemeyer : que de plus M. de Thulemeyer fera prie 
d'affurer S. M. Pruffiennt, que L. N. & G. P. mettant le 
plus haut prix a Famine tie S. M. fouhaitent d'en donner 
les preuves les plus indubi tables dans toutes les occafions, 
particulierement auflide Iaur consideration &de leurs egarda 
pour la perfonne de S. A. R. Madame la Princefle d'Qrangt 
Sc de Najfax i mais qu'cllei croient aiiffi pouvoir attendre 
cti. metne tents de l'equite de S. M. qu'elle n'exigera jamais 
dt leur part qu'elles negligent en quelque fa$on de prendre' 
toutes les mefures ncceflaires, auxquelles tout Souveraia eft 
indifpenfablement lenu & oblige pour la conservation du 
repos & du bien-etre des ciioyens coniies a fes loins ; 
tandis que finalemenc L. N. St G. P. peuveni encore 
donneraS. M.iV^Kmjw l'aflurance la plus plcniere, que 
dans leurs deliberations ulterieures fur cet objet, elles ne 
feront mns pax aucun autre motif que par ceux qui tendent 
au but ialutaire de la tranquillite publique. 



No. XXIV. 

Memoire prefente i L, N. & <S. P. les Seigneurs 
, Etats de Hollande &deWEST-FRrsE, par 
M. le Baron de Thulemeyer , Envoye- 
Extraordinaire de S. M. le Roi de Prusse. 

AlaHaye, lt6Asit 1787. 
Nobles, Grands, fe Puissans Seigneurs, 

AJE fouffigne, Envoye -Extraordinaire de S. M. Pritf- 
fonnt, a fait parvenir aux mains du Roi fon maitre, la 
resolution, que V. N. & G. P. lui ont fait remettre en re- 
ponfe de Ion memoire du 10 Juillet, touchant Fat ten tat 
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commis contre la pcrfonne de l'auguJte Sceur de ce Mo- 
Barque. 

Le Roi n'a pa apprendre qu'avec line fnrprife extreme, 
qo'au lien de remplir fa jufte attente par l'offre d'une faris- 
faclion proporrionnee a l'infulte, on ait preiere d'appuyer 
nne reponfe evafivc par des argument iofuffifans. S. M. - 
ne vous diffimulcra point, N. G. & P. S., que l'ignorante 
pretendue des motifs qui out conduit S. A. R, a la Haye, 
& l'apprehenfion d'une commotion populaire, ne coloreront 
jamais a fes yeux les precedes de la CommifEon fiegeante a 
Wocrden. Un tel foupcon ctionce avec publicity, eft line 
nonvelle offenfe. La parole de la Pi incrifc, fa declaration 
folemnelle, de n'entreprendre le voyage de la Haye que 
par les vues les plus pures, celles de rapprocher les efprits, 
& de moyenner des voies de conciliation, offroit aux Deputes 
de V. N- &.G. P. une conviction par fat te. Si le people, 
penetre de recoanoiffance pour l'illullre Maifon des fondateurs 
de la liberie & de 1'independance Belgique , avoit pu 
s'egarer ; ii l'apparition de l'augulte Epoufe du Stadhonder 
■ avoit produit des demonftrations d'une joie inquietante pour 
la tranquillize publique, les moyqasde mettre la refidence 
du Souverain 4 l'abri de toute atteinte &' d'un danger 
vraifemblablement exagere, fe troavoient, N. G. & P.S. > 

Le* foins d'ailleura avec lefquels S. A. R. aprerenn 1« 
ternoign.^ges d'un zete imprudent, en derobant au public la 
connoiiTifnce de fon arrivee prochaine, ecoient de nouveaux 

litres a la gratitude du gouvernement. 

C'eiHlaHaye, N.G. &P.S. e'eft dans voire residence, 

oil t;:i;;; ( ue citoyen doit jouir d'une liberie pleniere, etablie 



1 la iagcfTc edairee de vos ancetrcs, qu'on prend la refola- 
>n de defendre l'cntxee dans la province de Hollands a 
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la Sceur d'un grand Monarqoe, a l'Epoafe d'un Prince' 
revetu des premieres digniics de vstre Etat. Le Roi ne 
s'occnpera point a rechercher la legitiraite du droit de reftf- 
tance que la Commiffion de Woerden s'cft attribue dans 
cette occaJion. S. M. fixer a d'autant plus ion attention fur 
la maniere dont il a etc mis en execution. Dec gens armes 
ontentourel'equipage deS; A. R. U le cortegequi l'afuivi 
etoit plutot celui d'un prifbnnier d'etat, que d'une grande 
Princefle, — refpedable par fon illuflre naifiance, par fes 
qualites eminentes, par fes vertus, & par les fen timer) » 
qu'elle a confacres de tout terns a la Republique. A peine 
S. A. R. s'eft-elle rendue a Scboonhoven, tju'on etablit des 
gardes dans toutes les avenues de la maifon, & qu'nn 
officier eft meme place dans fon appartetnent, arme d'une 

, epee nue. Des precedes auffi oiTenfans out fait une ira- 
preflion profonde fur 1'efprit du Rci raon mai:re ; & S. M. 
envifage cette injure commc faite a ilk meme. Cell en«on- 
formite dci ordres exr.res de ce Monarque, que le foufligne 
reclame denouveau de la part de V. N. & G. P. une fatis- 
faciion pmrapre & proportionnee a l'infulte'. i>. M. m'en- 

. joint dc plus de ne point leur-laifler ignorer qu'elle infiftera 
invariablement fur cette fatisfaftion, & qu'elle ne fe con- 
tcatcra point d'une difcuffion de faits ifoIcV, d'excufes 
vagues, ou de defaites ultcrieures. Le Roi ne meconncit 
point les egards dus a la Republique des Provincea-Unics 
&a 1'illuftre Aflemblce des E tat s- genera ux qui reprel'e-ite 
la foil VCrai net e de 1'Etat envers les PuiiTaaces etrangcres. 
S. M. fe plait a applaudir avec une fenfibiiire recon- 
nOiflantc au defaveu eclatant que L. H. P. ont mani folic a 
l'egard des mefitres adoptees en Holiande fur I'aiF.tire qui 
fait le fujet du prefent memoire. Les temoignages d'amitie 
que le Roi & fes auguftes predeceifeurs fefont em^refies de 
dormer a la Republique des Provinces- Unies dans plus d'une 
occafjon i mere (Tame & critique pour ejle, aa tori lent S. M. 
i atteodrc de la part de L. N. & G. P. un jcila retour 
G z d'egards. 
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d'egards, & 1* reparation des griefi que le fonflignc eft 
charge de leur enoncer reite'rativemeitt : e'eft de votre 
prudence. N. G. St P.S., & de la reprife de vos delibe- 
rations ulterieures fur cet objet, que le Roi attend unc 
repoufe prompts & fatisfaii'ante. 

(Euitjtgni) Di THULEMEYER. 



No. XXV. ■ 

RfepONSE dc L. N. & G. P. les Seigneurs Etats 
de Hollands & de West-Frise, a M. le 
Baron de Thulemeyer, Envoye-Extraordi- 
naire de S. M. le Roi de Prusse. 

A la Haye, It 8 Sipttmhrt 1787. 

^g/UE L. N. ic G. P. ont repondn an premier Memoire, 
prefente par M, de Thulemeyer de la part de S..M. PruJ- 
Jtennt, dans la ferine perfuafion, qu'etant eclair ee a 1'egard 
des fails qai regardent le voyage carina de Madame la 
Princeffe A'Orangt, elle ne mfpecleroit plus L. N. & G. P. 
de defleins qu'elles n'ant jamais cits, & qu'elles fe croient 
obligees de defavoner de la manicre la plus folemnelle : 
qu'en confequerce S. M. Prujftcmt ne troureroit rien dans 
le precede de L. N. & G. P. flnon I'emploi de telles pre- 
cautions que, dans leur opinion, quoiqu'i leur grande dou- 
Ieor, les circonftaoces avoient rendues neceflaires ; pre- 
cautions qui, a ce que L. N. & G. P. croient, auroient eu 
prifes par tout Souverain, que mime il eut ete de foa 
devoir de prendre en parcille conjonttiirc. 

Qu'aiyourd'lnii, 
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Qu'aujourd'hui, apres avoir de nouveau con fide re- cette 
matierc avec 1'attention la plus fcrupuleufe, L. N. Se G. P. 
fe font trouvees dans I'obligition de perlifter dans leur 
fcntiment, qu'i'/ n'a faint ete commit d'atientat quelconqut 
envcri la fer/inne de Madame la Princejfe d'Orange, ainfi 
que S. M. Pruffitnne le verra conitatc de la matiiere la 
plus evidente & la plus complette par le recit de cc qui 
s'eft pafle dans cette occaiion ; rapport qai a ete fait en 
verto de l'ordre expres de L. N. Sc G. P. , par ieur Com- 
' million etablie a Woerden pour la defcnfe de cette province, 
& qu'elles ont J'honneur de joindre a la prefente, ainfi 
qu'une lettre des Bourgmeftres & Conreil de la ville de 
Schoonhoven concemant le meme fujet. Qu'il conftera 
fur-tout, par ces pieces, que le fait qu'on reprefente ulte- 
rieuremenr, dans ladite note de M. 1'EnvoyeTExtraordi- 
naire de Thulemeyer, comme arrive a S.A.R. pres de 
1'eclufe de Goverwel, n'a pas eu lieu par ordre ou de la 
part de cette Comraiflion, puifqu'elle n'a pas ete prefente 
dans cet endroit, Iorfqu'on arreta le voyage ultijrieur de . 
S.A.R.; que cette Com mi ffion n'en a meme eu aucune 
con noi fiance ; & qu'au contraire elle a traite S. A. R. avec 
toote la diftin&iou & 1'attention polTible, au point meme 
que S. A. R. l'a remerciee a Schoonhoven, d'une maniere 
- amicale, des egardi qai lui wvaient ete temoignis, Sc qu'en- 
fuite elle a fait reiterer encore une fois le meme compli- 
ment, en fon nom, par M. de Bentinck ; tandis que L. N. 
Se G. P. ne font pas la moindre ditficulte de declarer, 
qu'au cat que dam cette rencontre, nu I'on a arret! le trajet 
ttlteriturdt S.J.R., il fit arrive antique chofe d'irregulier, 
au de cotttrairc aux igards qui lui font dSi, tiles le dijavcueat 
dt la maniere la plus fatisfaifaiue. Que, d'apres ce qu'on 
vient de dire, L. N. & G. P. pendent qu'il fera conflate 
egalemem, qu'on doit avoir reprefente fous un faux jour 
les marques d'honneur & les temoignages de fefpect. qui 
ont ete donnes par la fusdite Coramiffion, ou de fa part. 
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4 S. A. R. Que L. N. & G. P. he peuvent non pins avoir 
en l'idee de fufpefler S.A. R. de vues finiitres, ni avoir 
en de la defiance a l'egard 'de la fincerite de fes motifs, 
pour ce qui concerne fpn deffein de fe rendre a la Haye : 
qu'ainfi, a ce fujet, il n'y a pas eu la moindre offcnfei 
de la part dc L. N. & G. P. ; qu'au contraire elles ont 
toujours du etre precedemment, & doivent encore etre au^ 
jaurd'hui, dans la perfuafion de la purete des vues qui ont 
dirige S. A. R. j mais que, comme cette Princeffe np pou- 
voit etre garante de la fermentation d'une populace aveugle 
Sc d'une multitude ieduite, les_ Commiflaires de L.N. & 
G. P. fe font vus dans la neceffite de prevenir un eclat 
qu'ils etoient convaincus devoir etre caui'e par I'amvee 
fubite, inattendne, Sc fecrette, de S. A. R. ,' Sc dont il 
auroit pu refulter des fcenes de 'carnage Sc de confufion, 
qui auroient du frapper le cceufde S.A.R. de la maniere 
la pins fenfihle, en la rendant temoin de ces funeftes effets 
de fa venue inoptnee, - mais qu'alors elle auroit ete dans 
I'impoffibiliie de prevenir. 

Que fi cette Princeffe, confiderant fa qualite d'epoufe 
de M. Je Stadbomftr, avoit pris la precaution; qui eeoit fi 
naturelle, de prevenir L. N. Sc G. P. dc fes deffeins, ellea 
auroient eu 1'occafion de lui mettre fous les yeux leurs 
confiderations a cet egard, tant par rapr ort a la conjbnc- 
ture acludle, qui rendoit l'execution du deffein de S. A. R. 

■ tres-epineufc, que relativement aux moyens qui auroient 
ete les plus propres a retablir la tranquillite Sc 1'unicn dans 

. ce pays, & par confequent a remplir les vues de S.A.R. 
Que ces fe'ntimens & cette difpofition de L.N. Si G;P. 
font encore les memes ; & qu'ainfi ils geuvent etre lemrins 
du regret qu'elles ont de la neceffite ou s'elt .troupe Ma- 
dame la Princeffe de fnfpendre fon vo"yage : xjue L. N. Sc 
G. P. manifeftent d'autant pins volontiers les fentimens 
qui les animent a cet egard, qu'elles fe flattent de donner 
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par-Iifatisfaftion a S. M . Pruffiemt. Que dans les menses 
intentions, non moins que' pour convaincre S. M. Prujjiemt 
de leur dcfi r de conferver fun alFeftion & fon amine, L. N. 
it G. P. affurent S. M. que, bien loin qu'elles aient deffeia 
de s'oppofer au voyage que Madame la PrinccfTe d'Orangt. 
feroit encore dans l'intention de faire a la Have, L. N. & 
O. P. inviteront, au contraire, avec plaifir S. A. R. a 
efFe&uer ce voyage, auffiiui que la tranquillite generals 
perraettra que l'entreprife de ce voyage ait lieu fans dan- 
ger ; danger neanmoins que L. N. k G. P. croieat meme 
encore aujourd'hui ne pouvoir s'eviter d'une inanicre fatis- 
faifante, & qui raflure parfaitemeiit les citoyens du pays : 
maisi que L. N. & G. P. fouhahent fur-tout que S. A. R. , 
en confequence dea vues louables qui la guident, pour 
cooperer a uoe reconciliation, differe fa venue jufqu'a ce 
que cet outrage falutaire puifie s'entreprendre, c'cil-a-dire, 
jufqu'a ce qu'on aura pu affurer la tranquillite generate. 
Que L. N. & G. P. fe flattens que ces explications ou ellei 
viennent d'entrer, fatisferont pleinement S. M. PraJJienne ; 
qu'elles diffiperont entierement les nuages que des circonf- 
taoces inattendues qui font une peine infiuie a L.N. &G.P. 
ont raflembles au-deffus d'elles ; que S. M. PruffUnne coa- 
fervera 'pour elles les memes fentimens qu'elk a nourris 
jufqu'a prefent a leur egard, a I'exemple' de fes glorieux 
ancctres ; & que par tons les bona offices de mediation qui 
font en. fon pouvoir, elle voudra bien concourir, en boa 
voifin & ami, a aider de procurer a ce pays la tranquillite 
dont il fe voit prlve aujourd'hui, & qui fait le principal 
objet des foins St des vceux de Lews Noblft &c Grandes 
PuilTances. * 
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No. XXVI. 

Billet de M. de Thulemeyer, Envoye-Ex- 
traordinairc de S. M. le Roi de Pe.usse, i 
M. le Confeiller-Penfionnaire. 

M-JY. foufligne, Envoye -Extraordinaire de S. M. Prujpamt, 
a ete charge des ordres ks plus prelTans du Roi fon maitre, 
d'exiger de nouveau des Etats de Hollande, & de la maniere 
la phis prefTante, de reparer l'infulte faite a la Sereniffime 
PrincefTe, Scour de ce Monarque, telle que cette reparation 
a ete fufEfamment detaillee dans les deux memoires du 10 
Juillet & 6 Aofit, & de faire connoitre leur resolution a ce 

iujet, dan; It ttrmi peremflnrt de quairt jour;, de meme que 

la fatisfaition qu'ils le chargeront de faire d'une maniere 
proportion nee a l'infulte faite. Le louffigne z donne auPen- 
fionnaire de Hollande, une pleine ouverture des conditions 
raifannables & modiritt qua S. M. exige, St defquelles il 
donne un detail exact par la Note Ftrbalt. II ne dome 
aulfi nullement, que M. le Confeiller-Penfionnaire Tie man' 
quera pas de convoquer le plus cot poffible, une AlTem- 
blee des E tats de Hollande ; il ne lui cachera pas non plus, 
qu'en confequence des inftru&ions detaillees qui lui out etc 
apportees par un courier arrive chez lui depuis pea d'heures, 
la rilblation prife par L. N. Sc G. P. & qu'elles lui onjf 
fait remettre en reponfe du memoir* da 6 Aout dernier, ns 
repond nulUrnent a la juite attente de Sa Majelte. \ 

La Haje, U 9 Stptembrt 1787. 

Dm THULEME ver. ;■, «o 
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Note'Veh.aU. 

LES co'nJitions'que le. Roi reclame touchant tmefatia-. 
faflion proportion nes a 1'offl-nfe faiti; a 1'augufie Sceur de 
cc Monarq.::e, telles qu'elles pounoient reparer I'afFront 
comtnis centre la perfonne de S. A. S.., en s'opporant avec 
force a a voyage que cette illuftre PrincelTe, animee par lej 
vues les plus falutaires, avoit projcte de faire a la Ilaye, 
font cell es que le fouffigne, Envoys- Extraordinaire du Rci, 
detail'era par cetie Note Vtrhck qu'il a Phonueur d'adreiler 
a M. le Coafeiller-Penfionnaire de Hollande, apres lui avcir 
deja communique dc bouche, dans one conference antcrieure. 

Le Roi s'attend que L. N. & G. P. ecrtront one lettre - 
a S. A. R., qu'elles 3a feront connoitre au Miniftre de 
S. M. avar.t dc la ("aire pafler a fa detonation, renfermant 
l'aveu de Perreur de la fuppofitkra que cette Princeffe avoit 
pu avoir des vues contraires au bien de la Republique ; 
qu'elles lui feront des excufes >de 1'oppafition faite a fori 
royage , & du manque d'egards dont S. A. R. a a fe 
plaindre : que L. N. U G. P. s'engageront .de punir, a la 
requifition de la Princefle, ceux qui pourroient s'etre r£ndus 
coupables d'offenfes conire foil augufte perfonne ; qu'elles 
revoqueront les rcfolutions injurieufes & erfonees qui avo'.nt 
etc prlfes a I'occafion dc ce Voyage ; revocation qui fera 
iccomoagnee de i' invitation, que S. A. R. fe rende a la 
Haye, pour entrer en negotiation avec elle, au nom du 
Prince Stadbwder, afin de concilier, par un arrangement 
•onvenable, les different qui fubfifleat atluellement. 

Le Souffigne c& autoriie de declarer d'ailleurs a M. le 

Gonleiller -Pen Conn aire, que dans le caa ou L. N. « C, . P. 

fcpteteront fans difficulri i une finis faction .auG moJeree, 

S. A. K. intervienir* .-.uprta du Roi, fan auguile Frere, 

H pour 
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poor borne toute rfOnmaaaa, nltjepm^ ^{aW&§*on.ijepfc 

cgard*. . ... ..... . _ ... .... ._ 

11" aura de pint Vbonneur de tobi informer, Monijettr, 
*(« fi, dan* la fnitr, la fixation da ficge de la uegociauon a 
la Haye reacaotroit qaclqnes dimcultei, on poarroit hire 
cholx de qnriqar T ilfc inuiit; 1 pnul rtmnpcn lei negotia- 
tion* qui ferriroicnt de bale a la conciliation &lli me- 



Le Sooifignc tie diffimulera point a M. le popfcDleoPcn, 
fionnaire, que S. M. attend de la maniere la pin* exprefle, 
que dans 1'intervalle les Etais dcHollande laineTont:' fno- 
Jillcr ad mean* les caotes dans lenr etat afiucl ; qto*oW ne 
pEOcedcra it aucone fufpenuon, deftitution, ni i d'autre* ay- 
lures ofTenfantes & prejudiciables poor la perfonne da Tnpft 
Stadheuder, Capitaine & Amiral General, paifqne^ pa^-l* 
on rendroit toute conciliation illafoire St impoffibk, tc qu'w» 
accumuleroit les ofienfe*. . _- 



... No. XXVII. ■ .-..,> ... ..phw 

... ,■ ,«. v ■■"» M.fci 

Reponse de L. N. & G. P.. les Seigneurs Etats 
de Hollands & de WesT-Fkiste I' lift, ft 
Baron de Thulemeyer , EnvQye-Kxu^^jV',. 
dinaire de S. M. le Roi de Prusse, . t w. . 3 m 

Ala Haye, It IS Stfltinl^ lJ$J> 4t £ 

V^/L'E Its Etati ne poavoient entrer en deliberation IS? 
le* point* cnoncei dans la Note de M. de Tndfenieyer 1 . 
ou'iis confeui^cnt neanmoini a enroyer a Berlin deux , 
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details crrones qui lui aroient ete faits, relativement' a 
I'empechement mis an voyage de la Princefle d'Oranft I 
Uffiye. 1 ' ■ , '«™i 'ao-/ 9? nnytK . 'f '•' ' i.» I 



No. XXVIII. 

IjtsJr Actions donnee* a MM. Abbema & Goll, 
^opfeigers ', de Regence, a M. Gale-Ifaac 

,,GaJs$, Capitaine d'une Compagnic Bour- 
■geoife, de la pan du Grand -Confeil d£ 

"Guerre, & A M. Luden, un, des Copftltues 

* <ju Peuple. 

ART.I. 1VJ.ESSIEURS les Commiffaires demanderonl 
a S. A. S. quelle* -few- to* riMlu qui I'oiit portce 1 
faire menace- la villi* d'Amfterdam d'une attaque hoAile, 
puifque la Regence de cetie ville a'a' fait aucune ofienfc 
i 8.M. PruJJitime, dont ME' le Buc commande les troupes. - 

If. Ail cat que S-A.S. M* 1 ' leDuc avancat, que S.M 
Pruffieitw exige una fatisfacrion pour Madame la Princefle 
A'Qralige,' k 1'occafion de I'empeche'ment mis k Con 'fa- 
mem voyage de ; la Haye, : MM. les Commiffaire* repre. 
fenteront, qu'il y a tu four tela Us plus grandit rai/ens, 
& que cti raifons Juffifammmi cotihuts ai/oitnt nia£ili citti 
timartbt^ mais qu'en meme terns, pour lever cettt ■ 
difficulte, le yeneraole. Confeil de cette ville efl pretde' 
dottn'ei » Ai^Je Due des eeUircLflemens convenaMes ic 
con'vai aqua ris ',' & ef'enirer fur ce fuje't en u if" pourparler 
poapre '» lever tous les domes; cunt pre;s auut de ra- 
ti z aware 
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meitrc a S. A. S. nn exemplare francois de toute* fen 
pieces ininifterielles relatives a cette matiere. 

III. Que cette Ville attend que S. A. S. n'entre- 

prendra pas une attjque, oil una invasion N fur foo ter- 
ritoire, qui deja par Fluoridation partielle qu'on s'eft yu 
oblige de fains, couime etant la feule Jjfenfe propre a 
prefervnr cette vil!e, lui a neanmoins caufe un grand 
domrnage ; & qui d'ailleurs ne pcurroit manquer dc faire 
couler des Hots de fang, & livreroit la ville au pillage 
3c au meurtre: mai hears qui (eroient fuivis de la mine 
de cette ville, de cclle de la Province de Hollande, & 
qui Die pourroient auffi manquer de mure hautement , mime 
aui Etats de S. M. Pntjfitsas, a toute YEarape enfin, 
par rapport a l'inlcret general du commerce, a caufe Me 
la perte des benefices qui en refultent, en particufler 
des pesges fur le Rhin, qui en feroient la fuite irrfkrl. 
lible. 

IV. Qu'en confequence, la Regence avoit decerns cette 
cornniiffion folemnelle, pour don ner a S. A. S.' toue'es let 
ouvertures & les eclairciifemens neceiiaires fur le verita- 
ble etat des chafes : qu'elle ofoit fe promettre, de la 
manic-re dc penfer gsnereufe de S. A. & de i'e'levation 
de fes .fentimens, que M s ' le Due vouJra bien remetire 
fous les yeas de S. M. PrujjUsnt, ces cuverturtt Jimcira, 
afin que le fujet du mecontentement de S. M. tumbant 
par le fait mejte , U ne fubfiftant plus, S. M, en foit 
d'autaut plus difpoiee a recevoir les tenioignages reiterei 
de la haute tfiim que cette ville deure fincercment de 
conferver pour le So:, & pour toute ion iliu/lre Mai fan, 
Sc qu'ainfi S. M. puille prendre la resolution de fairs 
retirer fes troupes de tout le territoire de la Repu- 
blique, au mciiis, daus tous les cas, de convenir d'uiie 
ceifation d'hoftilites & (Tun: armiilice reciproque, 

jtnfterdam, It 26 Sttttmbre 1787. 
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Note de Monfeigneur le Due de Brunswick, 
■" comnsandant en Chef 1 'Armee de S. M; 
Prossienne dans la Province de Hollands, 
remife a MM. les quatre CommifTaires de 
la ville d'AMSTEROAM, envoyes vers S. A. S» 
pour richer de convenir d'une fatisfa£tion 
a faire a S. A. R. .Madame la Princeife 
d'ORANGE, par la Regence d'AMSTEROAM. 

J_M fatisfaflion q-e S. M. Prufflime demande, doit, 
comme vous fentirez vous-memes, Meffieurs, etre emiere- 
ment conforme aux Articles e nonces dans le dernier Me- 
moire di M. de Tbulemeyer. 

Tous les autre,s Membres des Etats de la Province font 
]Jre<s a donner cett . fatisfaftion, & n'attendenr. que voue 
'concurrence. Du moment que vous y aujez content! par 
V6s Deputes aux Etats, je regarde ma coramiulon comme 
term i nee, tc les trou es du Roi q .itteron immediate- 
ment le voifinage de voire' vil e, & les places circonja- 
centes. Vous connoiHez trop bier, Me (Hears, les fenti- 
mens de S. A. R. Madame la Princefle &Orange, pour 
doilter qu'elle, n'a:mera ra.eux paJTer fur beaucoup de 
''chofes','' que d'expofer rotre yille a des ioconveniens fa- 
cheux. - 

Jftyinuidin, U zj Stptcmhre 1787. 

v.: [-■--. (?>£*') CHARLES, Due-Regnant 

de Rrunswics Lvnemsour*. 
No. XXX. 
XIXX M 
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No. XXX. 



Note remife par S. A. R. Madame, la-'Prinri' 
-edfe (1'Orange, aux Deputes de la: "Villi 

d'AMSTERDAM. ■ '.' ' 



J, 



J la Hayt, U 29 Stftmtr* 178?; 



E fens, Meffieilrs, avec la plus grandefatisfattion, qnele 
langage de mon cueur s'accorde parfaitement avec les idees 
de generofite que.vous voulez bien reconnoitre en jnoi ; je, 
lie defire en effet rien moins que la punition des tows qu'oa 
s'eft permit vis-a-vis de moi. 

)e fuis profondement affectee du fort des auteurs & des 
initigateurs de ces torts, & bien part iculiere merit de l'etat 
de catamite dans lequel la ville d'Aralferdam fe wit reduite,/; 
je ne defire rien avec plus d'ardeur que de voir affurer las 
moyena & les refolutions, qui doivejit faire evanouir les 
defefdrffs & les injuftices precedences, retablir les regences 
con fti ration nel les, & les premunir centre tout armement 
dangereux des habitans ; & par ce moyen pouvoir retablir la* 
trartjuillite publique, fe rendre a la patrie fpn ancien bien- 
etre & profperitei Je m'offre avec plaifir, en me Con ten-' 1 
tancde vos temoignages, d'engager fe Roi mon Frere a fl? L ' 
deparrir de tout autre point de fatisfaftion,. fc a faire 'rBtirtt ' 
fes troupes de devant yotre ville, auffitut que la fincerite de 
ces ttrnoignages me fera confirmee par la concurrence ;de'la | 
ville d' Am fierdam, par l'-accefliori a toutes les rcffcritttioiis qui '< '■', 
ont *te. prifes ces jours-pour le retabliflement des'a!fejrtjV : "' 
agiffant auffi de concert avec les autre a Meatbres dei'fitats ¥>. 
de cette province, poor prendre idles autres mefiires & iefo- 
lutlons falutaires, propres, a rcmplli men vec ux les pins purs, 

ft 
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& le but de la profperlte que je me propofe de fairs rcnaitre 
dans la pa;rie, J'aurois fait neanmoins dc grandes difficultes 
de me rendre ici fui 1 'invitation qui m'en a etc kite par les 
Seigneurs Etats, s'ils n'y avqient ajoute Pafliirance que mem 
Epomf^fcrait retabli eri tout. "A cette fin je m'aflure "qu'on ne 
crpjra ipasiqueje defile voir les fusdits autcurs S: infligatcon 
attaques, ni dans leur honneur, ni dans leursbiens, Ac t>cau- 
coopmoins expofes aperdre la vie; maisque, fans foupcons 
dterieurs., ils foient demis de leurs poftes, dans lefijuels iU 
ponrroient encore exciter de nouveaux embarras. 1 



(Etsitfigni) WILHELMINE. 



., , . . No. XXXI. 

Points dc Capitulation proposes par MM. les 
Beputes-Commiffaires de la ville d'AMSTER- 
damj a MM. les Dcputes-Commifiaires dc 
L- N. & G. P. 



A RT 



// /era accordc um infimnct caniitnabU an pcupft 
that I'adminifiration^—YLi'roiiDV, " Qu*attendu qu'il y 
. * aQueliemenc une Commiffion des Etat.s, nominee pour txz. 
miner «« point, il faut en attendre le rapport." 

" Art. II. -Que la Bexrgtvifie Ml rtfttr drmee, comme elh I'a 
mujtHTs tie. — Rs'*Owdu, " Que tontes les Bourgeois es 
conditirtionnelles doivent conferver leurs armes, fi cela eft 
- jngo- neceffaire -poiw le repo! des villes." 

■■'*" Act; III. 



Digitize: by GoOgk 



I to ] 

Art. III. £>uc la Xtgenct a&ttlle W tans Us citojtns ta cbarp 
/trout maintains & eoajn-vts dams Users foftti rejpc8ifs. — Ke'- 
fondu, " Ce point ne peat etre accorde, pniTqa'il eft 
contraire a la resolution de L. N. k G. P. da zi Septembre, 
par laqoelle twite* lea renotionijnt etc dclarees illegaJes 
te yiolentcs, it, qu'il ell ordoanc de retablir le tout for I'ancien 
pied." 

Art. IV. gut la tiillt/tra txtmftt dt garuifim ts" it lege- 
mtut dt troupes. — V- e'ponpu, " Que ce point peut etrc 
accorde, confgrmement a la fatisfa&ion accordee a la ville 
d'Amlteidarn en l'annec 1578." 

Art. V. 4Jj'o* nefera fat thligi defublier a Amfttrdam, U 
placard qui permit de porter dts cocardes oranges, tff aulret 
marques de celts couloir ; qu'ilni cam-icat pas qu'an y forte idle 
cnulcur, four e-vittr Its txch qui certamtnuat enjeroisnt laj'uitc, 
Re'pokdo, " Qo'on pent fe montrer facile fur ce point, 
ponrvu que ceux qniporteront cette couleur ne foicnt moleftes 



Art. VI. £>ue toutes let ftrfimttt, fait politique!, Jbit mili- 
tairts, qui Ji font rttiritt dans etttt villi, 0* dams d'autrtt 
places qui /intent k aiwvrir Jmficrdam, ea mints qui not ill 
fri/ts fittt U f rot titan dt lajksdite •uilie, ne pemmmt dirt «** 
lefiits ici doses tears bums, td dams hurt per/omus, iH que daw. 
ce nambrt daivtnt tin tamfrit tutu Its Mtmhrti dttottt villi, tf 
mdmt ctux dt 1' Etttt qui tot iti emfloyis dam dts tommsfittu 

d'Etat.— Rb'mkdv, " Qje V- ^'ftii—'TrT'Tf-T^r—^' -^f 
L, N. iG. P. nepeavent nan fUrser ftrcKSRklt, mmm 
qu'ileftun de ceux qui font eomprii dans h flBrifafliaa mm 
S. M. PmJStmu poutroit exigw poor S. h B Hr 1 "!!" It 
Princefle d'Orangt." 
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No. XXXII. 

Note euvoyee par. Monfeigneur le Due de 
Brunswick au Confeil de la Ville d'AMs- 

TERt)AM. 

J E regarde Islreve comme expiree des ce loir etitre lei fept 
& huh lieures, temps oii MM. les Deputes pourront etre de 
retour a Amfterdam. Je fuis tres- ferine ment refolu d'aller 
en avant &d'executermes ordres, a moius que je ne receive 
iinc lettre de S. A. R. Madame la Princefle d'Oraxgr, pa' 
latjuelle elle me marque qu'elle ne defire d'autre fatisfaeTion, 
& intercede pour m'engager a replier les troupes. 

Leymuidtx, k 30 Sipttmbre, 1787. 

. fS#i«V CHARLES, Due-Regnant 

de Bujnswick Luxembourg. 



No. XXXHI. 

P L A C *A R D. ' 

l^yffS BoorgmeSres & Confeiilers de la vtlte &' Atnfterdam 
ffi'tfburenfobliges de declarer a la bonne bourgeoine qu'its 
oat tonjours'tachfi, felon leurpropre confcietice,~a agircon- 
ft ft S H BHM a* ]>!ui - g»and a vantage -de la chere patrie en 

g^fteftl, fc-pOU^«clOi4e cette vflfe, & bourgeoifie d'icello 
ffp yWliai tiWS ft^B'encom, durl«rcifcanftances aftuellcs, 
fHReTrt^rrde-"oe'{t#-'*le, *-etiBi de fes h&bitans, leureft 
ffuf l 'p i<rtMm*o«Ji UufpTopn vie, Sf la confervation de 
leun cmploii honorable!, & de lears proprietes. 

I Le 
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Le danger prefTant & menacant, & le pea' de terns, qui 
Be lew a etc meme accorde qu'avec peine, pour deliverer, 
ne lenr ayant pas permis de porter a la connoiflance ple- 
niaire de la bourgcoifie tout ce qui fe pjflbit ; pour cette 
- raifon, & pour preserver cette bonne ville des maux plus 
accablans, & des malhcurs qui certainement pendoient fur 
notre tete, ils le font trouves forces d'accorder lea points 
cxigei par les autres Membrcs des Etats de Hollande, Si de 
charger MM. les Deputes de cette ville d'accorder toutef 
les demandes, s'ils ne peuvent faire autrement, meme la 
demiffion des regens etablis, — plutot que de hafarder que 
cette ville & bonrgeoifie d'icelle fpofirent d'autre dommage 
itlterieur en fus des malhcurs deja foufferts continue! lenient,— 
& de rifquer, apres avoir fouffert CCS dommages, d'etre forces 
enfin de confentir a des pretentions, & peut-etre d'accorder 
des demandes plus onereufos encore, lis prennent a temotq 
le Dieu' auquel rien ne peut etre cache, te le ferment qu'ils 
ont fait en entrant dans la magi lira cure, de u'avoii eu autre 
dtofcen vae, en accordant tout, que de prevenir la rnine 
tres-cer taine & irreparable de la ville. 

Puifqu'il a falln tout cider & accarder, ils tachergnt an 
rooins, & meme ils efperent de pouvoir conferver entitle- 
ment la tranquillite & la fnrete dans cette ville fi peuplec ; 
a l'effet de quoi ils attendent avec confiance que la bravt 
bourgeoifie, qni jufqu'ici s'eft employee avec tahtde »cfe; 
& en faifant les plus louables efforts pour conferver cette 
tranquillite, continuera a mettre en ceuvre ces memei cftfattt 
& ce meme zele, pour maintenir tc aflurer cette tranquillite 
publique dans cette ville, afin de preferver un chaCutt, quel 
q'u'il puifTe etre, de toute violence Sc oppreffioh. 

Fait* le 3 Oftobre 1787, ' "'" 

En foi de ce, parmoi, 
H. N. HASSELAEIC SecV&fireV' '"• 

No. XXX?Vj 
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No. XXXIV. . 

Extrait des Rcfolutions des Seigneurs fetats 
dc Hollands & de West-Prise, prifes en 
l'Affemblee de L. N. & G. P., Lundi, 8 
Odobre 1787. 

MM. -van den Santbeuvel, -van der Goes, van Teylingen, W 
du Tour, ttvte U Cenfeiller-Penfionnaire, qui avoicnt ite 
deputes Samcdi dernier pour ddmandcr a S.ji. R. quelle 
fatisfaHion elk defiroit pour la Ufton qui hi emoit lie faitt, 
en arretant le voyage quelle a-voit tntrepris pour fe rendri 
iei, I'eiant de nowveau rendus pres de S. A. R. pour deman- 
dtr la rfpen/i par eerie, qu'elle avoit promts de remettre It 
MM. lei Commifairei fusdits, ont exhibi a VJJJemblee la 
ripenfe par eerit qu'ils avoient recur de S.A.R. injeree 
ci-apris. 

Nobles, Grands, & Puiisans Seicnburj, 

XIutant que j'ai ete aflee"lee de toutes les circonitances 
qui out rendu neceftaires Ses inftances du R01, man Frcre, 
pour la fatisfaction exigee, St qui ont confifte en grande 
partie dans les resolutions le lives prifes par une petite 
majoritc abfolument LUegale de l'Affemblee qui compo- 
foit alors les Seigneurs Etats de Hollande, cbntre les aria 
preuans, Si revetua des argumens les plus irreYragables, 
tnnt de Meffieurs de 1'Ordre Equeftre, que des Deputes 
des rilles qui fe font oppolee* contre ladite majorite, 
qui faifoit patter tout ; autant fuia-je fenfible aujourd'hui 
a la propofition de cette Deputation, faite du milieu d'une 
Affemblee de V. N. ScG.P., qui a iti conftitutkmnelle- 
nent letablie, & qui eft compofee de Commettans legitimes 
la *■ 
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St com p£ tew. Je puis done anffi cGnfier en furete a cette 
AiTemblee le foin dc prendre toutcs les reiblntkms & mefures, 
lefqeslles doivent etre arretees pour aneantir Its refolutions- 
& difpofition* par lefqoelles ladite ci-devant pluralite ille- 
gak n'a pat craint d'approuver & tie loner la canduite des 
CommHairei a Woccden, & en general cellc de tons les 
auteurs St coaperateurs de 1'arret violent de ma perfonne; 
& pour defavouer piibliqucment lout ce qui s'eft pane lore 
de cet attentat fans exemple. 

Loin, en attendant, de n'etre pas touchee du fort de ceux 
. qui doivent etre tenus pour lesdits auteurs & cooperateurs 
coupables, je fens une veritable averfion de toute punition 
proprement elite, a infiiger pour le tort qui a etc faite a ma 
perfonne ; & mon attachement aux interets d'un pays qu'a 
titrt de diveries relations je regarde comme ma patrie, ainfi 
que mon eftime pour une nation libre, de laquelle j'ai reeu 
pendant environ vingt ans pluljeurs marques d'affection, font 
que je ne foubaite rien avec plus d'ardeur, que de mani- 
, fefier ulterieurement par des preuves effectives les vraisien- 
timens de mon cccur, & d'adoucir le fort desdites perfonne:, 
autant que 1'equite $e le bien-etre du pays peuvent le per- 
mease, ■& fans atelier les egards que je dois a ma Maifon, ■ 
It a. cette Nation meme, dans la fusdite relation. 



Et comae, par les refolutions unanimes de V. N. & O. F. 
pour Jtvretahlrffcment des droits hereditaires du Stadhou- 
ieraXt airtfi que des antres dig nit es eminentes de S.A.S. 
mon Epoiu, &. pour 1'avancement du repot, de 1'harmonie, 
& dc : la connance, dans la province, par 1'anean'iflement 
total 'des nouveautes dangereufes & illegales qu'on avoit 
introduites, & au moyen defquelles la chere patrie a ete 
conduite. fur Je bord de fa roine, je vois qu'il a deja etc.. 
fatitfait e».grande partie au vceu general de la par tie beau- 
coup la- plus nombreufe & la meilleure de cette meme 



« by Google 



[ »S ] 
nation, dont les Yrais* fehtimeiw ont etc itoaSen depot 
quel que terns par violence & par oppreffion .; Sc attendu 
qu'il eft 4 nti element hors de mes vttet de m'cxpliquer 
aujourd'hai fur des objets a 1'egard defquels la juftice pouf- 
rait juger qu'il eit de Ion interet de devoir faire abfolument 
des rccherches juridiques, conform ement aux loix du pays ; 
je me bornerai plot6t, poiir prouver combien je fuis eloignee 
de tout delir de voir porter atteinte a l'honneur ou aux 
biens, & fur-tout .point aux vies, des fiuditi auteuri & 
cooperaieurs, a demander a leur egard, que, reliant pour 
toujours eloignes de ma Cour, ils foient & reftent demis de 
tous les poftes de gouvernement Sz d'ad mi duration,— afl a 
que tout le public, qui a ete lefe en mi perfonne, foit 
pleinement failure, que deformais il ne pourra'pluS etre com- 
mis par eux de nouveaux exces. Si caufe des defagremens 
pour le pays, pour la liberie. & pour la furete generate, & 
que ceci foit infere & confirme dans la fanftion folemnelle 
par laquelle V. N. Sc G. P. voudront bien ratifier toute 
cettc affaire. Cell fur ce pied que pour moi-meme j'ac- 
quiefce pleinement a la fatisfaclion qui m'eft offer te aujoor- 
t par V. N. Sc G'. Puiflances. 



Au refte,' auffitot que tout ee que deflus aura recu fori, 
plein ii entier accompli (Tea en t ; que par la ville d'Amfler- 
dam il aura ete fatisfait a tout ce que V. N. St G. P. ont 
refolu, & a loui les points dc* la -fatisfaftion aiixqucis la 
vilfe a pleinement confenti ; & qu'en confequence l'on aura 
effeftivement execute, tant le retabliffement de laregence, 
que de la milice-bourgeoife, fur I'ancien pied legal, eo. 
defarmant lei corps d'exercice aflbcies ; je n'aurai rien de 
plus emprefle, que d'interceder prEs de S. A. S. Mgr. le 
Due de Brunfwiclc, pour qu'il renonce a toutes entreprifes 
ulterieures contre la ville d'Amfterdam, & an deflein de la 
reduire a an .plot grand «at d'angoifle ; & je prierai inf. 
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t le Re*, awn Frere, de s'ea contenter avec moi, 
& de rappeler par coEuequent tei troupes du tcxiitoire de la 



Je protefte aaffi de la maniere la pin* foiemnclle, que je 
He deurc rien avec pins d'ardenr, que de voir bicntot retablir 
ic aSurer for des {bndemens folides, l'rurmonie, le bien-etre, 
& le loftre de cette nation jadis & neureuTe, tc qui ra'a 
toujour 8 ete chere. Les cffbrti de mon c6te feront non- 
interrompus St zcles, poor y coopcrer toujours de routes met 
facultes ; & ainfi je ticherai nan-Jenlement d'ooblier lei 
torts panes, mais je m'eftimerai heureofe en manifeftant 
olterieureraent mes vnes les plus pures, Ic nne tendre follici- 
tnde poor le bien-etre de la Republique, particulierement 
auffi de cette province. Je continuerai infatigablement a 
ciiltiver les mimes fentimens dans mes enfans, que j'ai 
cache d'elever comme enfans de la patrie, afut qu'ils puiJTent 
Ce rendre dignes de 1'eftime, de 1' amour, & de la confiance 
dea regens tc des habitans, tc qu'ils les merit eat contain- 
ment pour 1'avantage Sc l'utilite du pays. 

(Signi) WILHELMINE. 

Sur qmi dilibere, it a eti troutii hen & arrSte it prior dt 
_ ntwveau MM. les Csmmijfairts Juiditt, lit Jubfiituant M. It 
Ctmfciller Binibcrfi a la place du Secretaire du Tour, -fie la 
part de la -villi d'AlAmatr, de/i rendre encore unt fail £tc~t 
dt S. A. R. pear s'infermer, qutllts /tut hi perjeimes que 
dam /a ripan/c S. A. R. a en en i/ut, comme Hani 'he 
at-.teurt tif cBopirateurs de i 'attentat commit euvtrt fit ftr- 

Conform e mm t a cette refoludon, .jfl £>tfut« .SSl-fimt 
encore rendu) pres de Madame la Prince J& ; & S. A. R. a 
nomine alors, comme les perlbnnes dclignces dans fa reponfe, 

les 
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les Membres on Miniflret de la Regeoce, dont voici la 
lifle. 

M* Daniel Jajuei Canter Camerling, Confciller de la ville 

de Haerlem. 
M* FraneeisGautter Bkt, Echevin de la ville de Leyde. . 
M 1 Jean Ii Witt, Echeviq de la ville d'Amfterdani. 
■ M* Martin van Tottlen, Confciller de la ville de GoQdaV r 
" M* Corneitle Mian FereeJ}, Seigneur de Sehoorl & Camp,' 
Confeiller de la ville d'AIkmaer. 



- Cofitrtu, Secretaire a Woerden, 



M' Cormille Jean dc Lunge, Seigneur de Wyngaarden te 
Ruygbrosk, Confeiller de la ville de Gouda. 

M* CorneilU de Gyftlaar , Penfiotinzire de la viBe de 
Dordrecht. 

M e Adrien van Zeebergh, St 

M e Pierre Leonard -van de Kafteele, Penfionnairei de la 
' ville de Haerlem. 

M= Engelbert Francoit van Bereiel, St 

M e Charles Gautier Vijfcber , Pcniionnaires de la ville 
d'Amfterdam. 

JM' Louit Tiiaen de Kemptnaer, Confeiller de ra viHb 
d'Alkmaer. 

M" Adrien Pomple van Ltyden, Seigneur de Hardjnxveldt, 

M* Balthazar Elie Jhhema, 

M" Louit Bevy , le jetine, St 

M" Jttm Bernard Bieier, tons qnatre Confeillers d'Amf- 
terdam, St Membres de la Commlf&on ctabtie pour la 
defenfe de la ville. 



Ho. jf xxy. 
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No.- XXXV. 
Capitulation d'Amsterdam. 

Art. I. I jF.S troupes du Roi occuperont la porte de 
Leyde par un detachement de 150 homines, 10 chafTeitrs, 
&4 houflkrds ; 2 pieces de canon feront poftes a portee'de la 
porte. 

Art. II. Deux batt. & des chalTeurs feront Iogea i 
I'Overtoom. 

Art. III. Perfonne des troupes du Roi n'entrera dans U 
ville, fans un concert prealable avec le Magiftrat, afin de ne 
pas donner lieu a des mouvemens & exciter les efprits. 

Art. IV. Les Bourgmellres & Confeillers de la ville 
prendront les mefures les plus joftes pour garantir les eclofee 
a la porte de Haerlem & a celle de Muiden. 

Art. V. L'on me donnera jotpnellement des informations 
l^gales, jufqu'a quel point les resolutions de l'Etat auxqucllci 
la ville d'AmHerdam a deja accede, font executeee. 

Art. VI. M. de Haren, enqualitedeCommiflaire dema. 
part, fera inftruit de tout ce qui regarde la partie da defar- 
mement, ponr m'en reodre un comptc exact. 

Ovtrtam, It 10 OSoirt 1787. 

{SigntJ Ch. G. F. Doc de Brunswick. 

Da del, Bourgmeftre. - 
Ei, ias, Arnaudtz. 
Bicker, Confeiller. 

No. XXXVJ. 
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No. XXXVI. 
£■ D.I T. 

LuES Etats de Hollande &de Weft-Frife, a ton! eetw qui 
verront ou entcndront lire les prefen-es, falut. Ayant its 
pofitivement inftnutr . que nonobftant nos placards Se nos 
publications j>r£c Jens Jcja emanes , qu-Iqaes perfonnes 
maI-intention"^s & inquietts ne-fe Font aucune pdne de 
troubler les :iabitans taut dee villes que ,ceux du plat pays, 
dans cett<- province, Sc de les detoiirner de l'obeiffance & da 
reipeft qu'ils doivent aux Etats de cette province, comme au 
fupreme & legal Souverain du pays, & d'animer lesdits 
habitans, & de les engager a commettre des dereglewens, 
tc des chofes dont on ne peut attendre que la plus grande dif- 
fention, revolte, & foulevement, comme auffi un prejudice 
corrfiderable au pays, & en particular a nos bons habitans, 
lefquels parce moyen, .non-feulement eux-memes, mais auffi 
tears femme's & leurs enfans, fc pricipitent dans un malheur 
fittale. 

A ces caufes, voulant prendre les precautions lea plut 
iSrieufes, nous avons trouve boa d'exhorter, de la maniere la 
plus leriede, St d'ordonner a tous let habitans de cette pro- 
vince, tant desvilles que du plat pays, militaires, Sc autre* 
^erfoimes, de quel que etat ou condition qu'elles foient, de 
fc conduire paifiblement, & de concourir autant qu'il dc- 
pendra d'eux a I'avancement du repos general, Sc de fe 
garder bien loigneuiement de commettre quoi que ce fait 
qui puifle donner occafion a des coromotionsou foulevemena, 
ou a meprifer ou blefler le refpeft & l'obeiffance du aux 
K Seigneuri 
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Seigneur* let Etats, comme le fupreme & legal Souveraia 
de cettc province. 

Defendant bicn expreficment par celles-ci, de faire quel- 
ques mouvemena tumultueux, de crier Ormgt ioven, de 
chanter, fiffler, on de jouer des airs a l'honneur du Prince 
(Printt deuntjts) & aittres, concourant au deshonnenr & an 
mepris des Etats du pays, ou a'caufer des commotions ; de 
oonrir par les rues avec des foi-difantes reqnetes, on d' obligor 
i en figner qui fbient direftement contra ires a la volonte 
manifefte de L. N. &■ G. P. , de meme que de divnlguer on 
diftribuer toutes les feuilles, libelles, chanibns, ou gazettes 
leditieufes, (bus quelqne titre que ce puifTe etre ; fous peine, 
envers cenx qui s'en rendront conpables, d'etre fbuettes 
rigoureufement an corps. It meme, felon 1'exigence des cat, 
d'etre punis par la corde jufqu'a ce que la more s'enfuive : — 
lefquelles punitions le feront dt plana & fans forme de.procet 
Covert cenx qui feront piis for le fait. 

Le tout, fauf nos placards & publications precedemment 
£manes contre cenx qui porteront des marques de parti, qui 
complotteront & cauferont des emotions feditieufes, lefquela , 
reftent par celles-ci dans lenr eiicier. 

Nous ordonnons bien exprefiement a notre Procoreur- 
general, de meme qu'a notre Avocai-fifcal, & a tous lei 
antres Offidert-juges, de faire obferver & executer a la 
riguenr cette publication, te de s'y regler precifement, 
fans la moindre .connivence; fool peine, non-feulement de 
la privation de leurs charges, mais encore d'etre corriget 
-ou pnnis, felon I'exige'nce des cas. ii on trouve qu'ils n'ont 
pas fatisfait a leur devoir, par negligence ou autrement ; car 
sons l'avont tronve bon pour le bien-etre du pays. 



1 
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Et afin que perfonne ne pretende l'ignorance de la pt€~ 
fente, nous roulons qu'elle foit publiee & affichce li oil U 

eft nef effaire & a 



Fait a la Have, fous le petit feel de la province, le 4 
Jnillet 178;. 

(An has itait) Par ordonnance des Etats. 
(EuitJtfiJ C. CLOTTERBOOKK. 



•fc 
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1 DO not pretend, in the following pages, 
to give even a {ketch of the Conftitution 
of the United Provinces ; I mean nothing 
more, than to point .put a few circum- 
ftances relating to it, which will make 
fome of the preceding Letters more intelli- 
gible than they would otherwife appear to 
fuch petfons as are wholly unacquainted 
with the fubjefl. 
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No. XXXVIL 



Wh 



H E N the Seven Provinces of Guelderlandi Holland, 
Zcatand, .Utrecht, Friefland, Overyffcl, and Groningfcn, 
threw ofF the Spaniih. yoke, they took care that each Province 
mould be maintained in its former rights and privileges. 
That power which before was pofleifed by Philip II. was now- 
placed in the States; but whatever rights the Prince of 
Orange enjoyed as Governor of Holland and Zealand, were 
ftili continued in his perfon. As Captain- General and Ad- 
miral, be had (he command of both the land and fea forces, 
with the difp'>fal of military employments. He alfo poileffed 
the right of pardoning criminals,; and v which more than all 
the reft contributed to his influence in the government, 
he had a considerable mare in the appointment of the 
Magiftrates of the cities, which fend Deputies to the Aflem- 
bly of the States. When a vacancy of this kind took place, 
a lill of three or more names was fent to the Prince by the- 
Magiftrates of the town ; and out of that lift, he named 
the perfon that mould hold the office, fieudes thefe. privi- 
leges, the Prince of Orange, as Stadtholder, was appointed 
to be arbiter of whatever difputes might arife between the 
different Provinces or Cities. He had alfo a feat in the 
Council of State, though not in the Affemblies of the 
States- General, or the Provincial States. He was Prefident 
of the Court of Juftice ; and he was the Minifler by whom 
the decrees of the States were carried into execution. Thefe ■ 
were the chief of the privileges which were pcJTefled by the 
Princes of the Houfe of Orange till the death of William II. 
when no Stadtholder being chofen in his room, the different 
Towns affumed the right of electing their own Magiftrates, 
the States of each Province had the appointment of thofc 
Officers who were paid by that Province, and the right 
of nominating th- Commanders of fleets and armies was 
veiled in the States- General. 

When 
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1 When the Union was formed, the la ft -mentioned Alterably 
met as often as it was necefTary : but as it (unfilled of near 
eight hundred pcrJbna, thofe meetings, if frequent, were 
found to be. very troublefome, though flill greater inconve- 
nience arofe from their being long interrupted. In order to 
remove this difficulty, it was agreed that a fmall number of 
Deputies of the Provinces mould refide conltantly at the 
Hague, with the title and authority of the States- General, 
which body has met but very fcldorn fincc that rim'.-. — The 
prefent AfTembly of the States -General, is compuf.'d of Depu- 
ties fent by the different Provinces in whatever number they 
think proper : the number is indeed of little coniequence, 
fince, whether it is great or fraall, each Province has but one 
vote in the Affembly. Some of the Provinces continue their 
Deputies for a longer, and fome for a fhorter time ; a few, 
are even fent for life. The Deputies are not, like Members' 
of the EngHlh Parliament, at liberty to vote and aft as they 
think proper, bnt are obliged in the ftrichfc manner to obey 
the Orders of their conftitaents. Each Province prefides in 
its tarn, and noil queftions are determined by a majority 
of the Provinces ; but in fome cafes un?.ni,.iity is required. 
This AfTembly poffLfTea a fevereign power no farther than 
in what concerns that country which was conqusred front 
the Spaniards, which does not belong to any particular 
Province, but is the prcperty of the whole, and is therefore 
called, the Country of the Generality. In all matters of- 
importance, the States- General, being only reprefen tat ivei 
of Sovereign States, muft. confult their principals ; and in 
cafes of peace and war, foreign alliances, railing or coin- 
ing money, and levying forces, the unanimous confent of 
the Provinces is rcquifite. It is the particular bufinefs of 
this AfTembly, m give audience to foreign Minift-rsj and 
trankcl bufinefs with them ; though, as I before ubferved, 
they are obliged to confult their refpeftive States, before 
they determine any matter of coniequence. From this 
circum fiance 
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circumtlance great delay and inconvenience often cnfoe* 
yet this is a practice from which they feldcm venture to 
depart. The Triple Alliance is mentioned by Sir William 
Temple as the only inftaace to the contrary that had ot> 
curred in his time. 

If a war takes . place, two Deputies of the States- 
General attend the army ; and without their confent, nei- 
ther a Stadiholder or General can give battle, or under- 
take any enterprife of confeqoence. All officers in the 
army are excluded from this AfTembly j and it was not 
(ill the time of William IV, that an exception was mads 
in favour of the Stadiholder. The little province of Drent, 
which pays one per tent, to the expences of the Generality, 
has often petitioned to have a feat in the States- General ; 
but this requeft has been conltantly refufed. The office of 
Greffier, or Secretary, is a place of great truft and im- 
portance, but which does not give a vote in the Aflembly. 

The Council of State was inftiruted in the year 1584. 
It is compofed of twelve Deputies, of whom Guelderland ap- 
points one (*), Holland three, Zealand two, Friefland two, 
OveryiTel one, and Groningen two. Moft of thefe Deputies 
are fent for. three years, but (bme have thejr places for 
life. They take an oath of fidelity to the States. General ; 
each one promifing to prefer the gcod of the Generality, 
to that of his particular Province. The different Members 
prefide by turns in the Council ; and all queftiuns arc 
determined by a majority of the Members, not, as in the 
States - General, by a majority of the Provinces. This 
■Council was appointed to fuperintend the military and 
pecuniary concerns of the Republic : it was alio intended 



(■) Since (he late revolution, the piuvince of G ■tcldtilantl hit 
obtained the privilege of fending another Deputy to toe Council of 
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to jnanage other affairs, in the abfence of the States- 
General, "Which AfTembly it w.is to convene on all impor- 
tant occalions. This did not co-.ntnuc long; ftr whei the 
States -(Jeo.pr.il began to refide comt.intly at Die Hague, 
the bu duels of the Council of State' was again cunfined to 
the departments of war and finance. 

The revenue of the United Provinces arifes chiefly from 
two ar.icles ; fall, the annual quota which i c paid by the 
Seven Provinces and the country Ot Drent ; leco.idly, the 
revalue derived from the country of the Generality. The 
Council of State prepares once in every year an eftimate 
of the current expettces of that year, which is prefented to 
tie States- General -, and, being approved by that body, 
the fum is fixed which is to be nimifhed by the United 
Provinces ; and when that fum k fixed, it is paid by thole 
Provinces in the following proportions : 

• ■ 

If a hundred guilders is the fum to be raifcd, 

Guelderland pays - . . . Jit * 

Holland . . . . 57 14 S 

Zealand . . , 9 1 10 

Utrecht . . . , 5 15 5 

Friefland . . . 1 1 10 1 1 

Over. Osl . . . . 3 10 8 

Grcuingen .. . .' j ij 6 

Drent . . . o 10 10 



■ TheCouicil of State has its Treafurer, Receiver-general, 
and Secretary j offices of great trull, but which do not give 
a vote in the Council. Deputies from this ' body are fent, 
as often as is neceffary, into the country of the Generality, 

or to attend tbc Army. 

The 
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The States -General, as I before obferved, are the Repre* 
fentatives oFfeven Provinces, each of which is a Sovereign 
State. In Holland, which is the. mofl opulent and power- 
ful of the feven'i the Sovereign Authority is placed in an 
Aficinbly which confilh of Deputies fent by the following 
towns : Doit, Harlem, Delft, Leyden, Amfterdam, Gouda, 
Rotterdam , Gorcum, Schiedam, Schoonhoven, and the 
Brill; all tbefe are in South Holland. The following are in 
North Holland: Hoorn, Enkhuyfen, Edarhy. Monniken- 
dam, Alkmaar, Medenblick, and Purmerend : each of 
thefe towns has a vote in the States of the Province ; 
and their Deputies, together with thofe of the Nobles, 
compofe that Aflembly. This laft body is reprefented 
at prefent by ten peribns, who all together have one vote in 
the Aflembly of the States. The number of Deputies from , 
the towns is unlimited, but each town poffeiTes bat one vote. 
The States of Holland are generally affembled four times a • 
, year ; but an extraordinary occafious they meet more fre- 
quently. All the affairs of the Province are under theic 
control, except thofe internal concerns of particular cities, 
which are under the direftiOn of their own magiltrates. 
The Petitionary of Holland is an officer of the greater! trail 
and importance : his place is held only for five years ; but 
he is feldom removed, and is always one of the Deputies of 
Holland, in the Aflembly of the State s-Geneial : he has 
alfo a feat in the States of the Province ; and there he holds a 
rank not much inferior to that of the Speaker of our Houfe 
of Commons, except that he has no calling vote, if an 
equality fliould take place in the fuffrages of the Deputies. 
la thofe times when the office of Stadtholder was laid 
aCde, the Penfionary of Holland was generally confiaered 
as the Minifter of the Republic 

When the States of Holland are not fitting, bufinels is 
tranlacled by the Committee of Council; which is, to < 
L that 
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that Aflembly, prtlty much what tb^. Council of State 
If. to the States-General. This Committee confilh of 
one Deputy from the Nobles, one from each of the 
chief Cities, and one from three of the final] er ooet | 
each of thofe towns appointing the Deputy in its turn. The 
, Committee remains conltantly at the Hague j it caljf extra- 
ordinary meetings of the States of the Province, whenever 
it is neceflary ; it propofes matters for thejr delib^r*t«ft, 
and it carries their decreet into execution. , .■ ,., 

Having now fpoken of the government of 1 die Province 
of Holland), I mail add a few words with regard to the "«bn- 
JUtution of its Capital. The city of AmftenlajB is governed 
by a Regency, or, as it ia-calkd U Dutch, the Road,; which 
canlilb of thirty-fix perftms, whofc oScas are for life. Vav 
canciei in this body were formerly filled by the eJeftion' 
Of the" Burghers ; but have, a long time> been fupplied 
by the remaining Members of the Road ; & that the giver* 
jjentflf the town is really ariftocratical. The fovereign 
authority is. the city of Amfterdara is placed in this body, 
And its Deputies iri the Provincial- States are appointeoMty 
Ift The Bnfgomaiters are twelve in ntrmber, of whom fear 
ere ealted the Reigning fiargenutfters j three efthefe 'We 
appointed every year, and one remains two yean in 1 office; 
each one prefrding for three months. The office" ■ of .-(be 
Reigning Burgornafter pretty mueh-itrembles that bf.'itc 
Lord- Mayor of the City of London. Toe Schepem fatta 
the Court of luflice, and are nine in number; of which 
fcven are appointed annually, and two continue i» e$re 
for two years. Thi* Court determines all criminal jSttters 
without appeal t but in civil cafes of corifeqiwrncen -tiere 
]ies an appeal tq the Provincial Court' It wonW oonaiaty 
be wafting time to little pnrpofp, if I were to fpstk pf the 
fubordinaie courts and offices in this city, which are but 
little conntfted with (he fubjeft of my Letters -; l-Anilj-ftr 
-As 
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the feme reafon, forbear to fay any thing of the Bank of 
Amftexaam, o> the great trade and opulence of this City. , 
It is true, that like the little town of Purmerend, the Ca- 
pital has but one rote in the Aflembly of the States j but it 
is equally true, that fuch a city as Amfterdam mult always 
have very great weight and influence, not only in the 
efiairs of the Province of Holland, but in every thing which 
concerns the Republic t to the general expences of which, 
this town contributes more than a fourth part of the fum 
which is paid by the Seven Provinces. 

Moft of the other cities in Holland are conftituted on a plan 
fomewhat fimilar tb Ainfterdam ; and all of them are governed 
by a Raad, by which Deputies are'fent to the AJTembly of the 
States ; which Deputies are obliged to vote in that AfTembly, 
according to the inftniftions given them by the Raad. It is 
» this circumftance, and to that of the Members of the Raad 
holding their places for life, and themfelves filling vacancies 
ia their own body, that'fwilh to call the attention; for 
this plainjy marks (he government of the Republic to be 
stfiftocratical, and explains how it may come to pafs, that 
the vote of any particular town may be given in the hi- 
Jbmblyef the States, contrary to the fen timents of the Deputies 
who deliver that vote, and contrary to the wilbes of the 
majority of the inhabitants, whole vote is thus given by the 
Raad. I am fenfible that many perfons will contradict 
me, when I fay that the Members of the Raad hold their 
places for life y I mould be more accurate if I were to iaj, 
that their offices, like many places of twit in England, are 
held Jam bttufi gefftrint. It is certain there have been 
inftancet of their being removed : fome times, (as in cafes 
- oi groft mileonduft}- one of the Member* has been difplaced 
by the reft of the body ; fometimes alterations have been 
made by the S«d [holders, in puriiiance of the unanimous 
rtfolution of the Provincial States ; and tbmetimes, as in 

the 
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